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Unit 1

Driving

I. Warm Up

The automobile is one of the most important modern means of transportation. In the
western countries, it is a necessary part of the adults’ life; they need to have it to travel
from one place to another. While for the young, driving is one of the most exciting
experience in growth. Around the age of 16, they can get a license (I8 ) to drive legally.
Every teenager is eager to get that. To a certain degree, it means a passport to the grown-
up world. China used to be called the “Kingdom of Bicycles”. But now more and more

people have cars of their own. Young Chinese are also expecting to drive.

1. Do you want to learn to drive? What kind of driver do you think you will be? Safe,
careless, slow, or fast? Why?

2. Can you imagine when you will have your first car? What kind of car will it be?
. Text A

Rocco, the Youngest Driver

Sometimes a guy like Rocco Morabito just feels like hitting the road.
So at about 7:00 a.m.yesterday, the five-year-old young man from Port Chester,
N.Y., borrowed his mom’s car, picked up his baby sister, and set off down the highway.

1



His only problem was seeing over the steering wheel.

Two and a half miles from his home, Rocco was pulled over by a police officer who
worried that his Buick appeared to be driverless. Although it was obeying all traffic rules, it
seemed that the Invisible Man was driving that car.

When Rocco was driving among other cars at the rush hour on Midland Avenue at about
20 miles per hour, Vogel, a police officer, caught up with his car.

“1 observed that the car was being driven pretty well,” he said. “But all 1 could see was
a small girl standing in the back seat.”

“What was running through my mind was whether I should turn on my lights and siren
or pull in front and try to stop it.”

Finally, he said he tried the lights and siren, “and the car pulls over to the curb,
following exactly the laws of the New York State.”

Rocco, wearing pajamas and sneakers, and his two-year-old sister, in just a pajama
top, began to cry. Rocco climbed out without disengaging the engine, and he forced the
Officer Vogel to reach into the rolling vehicle and take it out of gear.

The police said the boy’s family members told them that Rocco’s mother was ill and his
father was working when Rocco took the keys from his mother’s purse, opened the garage
door, backed out, and began his adventure.

They said Rocco had pulled the automatic seat all the way forward, and at about three
feet tall, he could just touch the accelerator.

The young driver’s unhappy meeting with the police did not dim his love for the road.

“I told them that their mommy would have to come and get them,” Officer Vogel said,
“but the kid said, ‘My mommy can’t come here because | have the only car. 1 can drive.
I'll go get her.’”

New Words

guy/gai/n. aman, fellow (F1) BA; FKik; IMkF
highway/'haiwei/n. a broad main road used esp. by traffic going from one town to
another 73 4%
traffic/ treefik/n. moving vehicles in roads or streets, ships in the seas, planes in
the sky, etc. RMIZEH; &
* invisible/in'vizabl/adj. cannot be seen, hidden from the sight & A JL#Y
* siren/"saierin/n. an electronic device producing a sound as a signal or waming 73§

* curb/katb/n. a concrete border or row of joined stones forming part of a gutter along

the edge of a street F&NFr: H%
* pajamas/pa'd3amoz/n. BEAHE

* sneaker./'snitko (r)/n. a sports shoe usually made of canvas and having soft rubber



soles & Blj#E
* disengage/ disin'geid3/v. (esp. of the parts of a machine) to come loose and
separate AL TF; (EREFT
engine/'end3in/n. a machine that converts energy into mechanical force or motion.
g%, sl
roll/roul/v. to make a long, continuous, vibrating sound #) #zh, R ERS
vehicle/'viiik]/n. a device or structure for transporting persons or things %3; =%
TR
* gear/gia/n. set of toothed wheels which fit into another set to transmit power from a
vehicle’s engine to its road wheels %742 ; HEPY
purse/pais/n. a woman's bag for carrying keys, a wallet, and other personal items;
a handbag %&8; LHF#EM
garage/'geera; (d)3/n. a building or indoor space in which to park or keep 2 motor
vehicle P ; 1RZEBH[H]
adventure/ad'ventfa/n. journey, activity, experience, etc., that is strange,
exciting and often dangerous B & ; BIE5h; A8
* accelerator /aek'selareita/n. a device, especially the gas pedal of a motor vehicle, for
increasing speed I 2: (JUTETHITIBEHR)
* dim/dim/v. to lower the force of, esp. a light (fif )ZEREIR

Phrases & Expressions

* to hit the road L F¥IRTT
to pick up HHEE; BEHEA
toset off Hi&; Fif; HF
* steering wheel J7 [6] 8
st pull over 3 (F) FFEIPEM; f (F) HFRKL
»rush hour  (HRTTE L TFHEETAY) EHHFRIZ], RvEaTH]
to catch up with #
to back out (%) FIFFULEREF
* to take. . .out of gear f&i------ B 407 ; FE254Y

Proper Names

Rocco Morabito & 7] « B ot
Vogel #HHER (AH)

Midland Avenue K% Kif
Buick (RERRE) Fl5%



Notes

1. Sometimes a guy like Rocco Morabito just feels like hitting the road.
BB - B OB /MK TR R i A BR 2 IRTT .

2. Port Chester, N.Y. ¥R, AN (N.Y.) B— s, N FEHTIH
¥H (Westchester County) HIHZIB,

3. His only problem was seeing over the steering wheel.
it — A R R R B 4 RE L 7 1 &y H 07 .

4. ... his Buick appeared to be driverless.
MBI AR LT BERA FL.

5. the Invisible Man
8= PN

6. at about 20 miles per hour
AR &4/ Nt 20 S B A BE

7. 1 observed that the car was being driven pretty well. . .
REEIXETHEBHYEIHE

8. What was running through my mind was. . .
ki eF BT AR A R

9. Rocco climbed out without disengaging the engine, and he forced the Officer Vogel
to reach into the rolling vehicle and take it out of gear.

WATRAMITSE, RAEPREXT, X BEHRERETIEF it iArERE
FEEMTANIAE, FEREFHE L,
10. They said Rocco had pulled the automatic seat all the way forward. . .
T, I8 FHE B SRR T BRRATAMAL T
11. The young driver’s unhappy meeting with the police did not dim his love for the road.

XA FRE LR SEEA M RERIE B T L8 E RRIT RS
Frgb o

Exercises

Choose the one that best complete each of the following statements according to the text.

1. Rocco Morabito was .
A. a young man B. a five-year-old boy
C. an experienced driver D. a baby
2. The problem Rocco had in driving was that
A. he didn’t know the traffic rules
B. he didn’t know how to use the steering wheel



3.

4.

C. he can’t touch the accelerator

D. he was too short to see over the steering wheel

A police officer stopped Rocco’s car because

A. he couldn’t see the driver in the car

B. Rocco didn’t obey the traffic rules

C. Rocco broke the law of New York State

D. he saw a small boy driving a car

When the car was stopped by the police officer, Rocco

A. didn’t cry, but his sister cried

B. cried and didn’t know what to do

C. was calm and went out of the car that had stopped working

D. cried and climbed out of the car, and then he forced the police officer to take
the car out of gear

. After the police officer found him, Rocco

would give up driving for quite a long while
would give up driving for ever

would give up driving for the moment

oowp

still didn’t hide his love for driving and offered to get his mother by his car

Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the words in the list.

pull over rush hour engine garage

highway roll vehicle traffic

. Try not to drive between 4 and 6 o'clock in the afternoon because that’s the

in this city.
I kept my car in the next to my house.
He his car and stopped for a rest.

in big cities is controlled by red and green lights.
The thunder in the distance.

Translate the following sentences into English.

IR S

AR R LA B AERWISERFE. (pick up)

WA 28BS 5 ZRAFIE? (set off )

BT ENTEE LB BRET B8 . (adventure)
RBFRIOBEFFI, (reach )

WRAIREREE, VRALERTABEBAT AT, (catch up with)



Choose the best words to fill in the blanks in the following passage.

The decision to sell his Volve (B %% ) was tough for Jason. He didn’t know much
about engines, 1 . The knocking sound in the engine 2  him. The mechanic (£
i) at his service station said it sounded bad. In fact, he told Jason to _ 3  the engine.
Jason learned that this would cost several hundred dollars. 4  the Volve was eight years
old, Jason decided to sell the car 5  fix it. The mechanic offered a very _ 6  price for
the car. Jason didn’t 7 it. Therefore, he found a buyer who would pay _ 8 . Jason

explained the engine problem to the buyer, so that the woman wouldn’t feel cheated in the
end.

A few weeks later, Jason asked the new owner about the car’s engine problem, “Oh
that!” said the woman, “Igotit 9 for $50. The car is running beautifully now. That
mechanic who told you to get a new engine didn’t check the problem 10 .”

1. though B. besides

A. C. thus D. too
2. A. worried B. interested C. excited D. filled
3. A. repair B. replace C. fix D. sell
4. A. Despite B. Even if C. When D. Since
5. A. as well as B. instead of C. without D. rather than
6. A. high B. expensive C. low D. little
7. A. agree B. receive C. take D. allow
8. A. less B. fewer C. more D. greater
9. A. fixed B. sold C. checked D. paid
10. A. atall B. on earth C. in fact D. yet

. Text B

I Want to Learn to Drive

Today, Carol celebrates her 16th birthday. She tells her father she wants to learn to
drive. He doesn’t like the idea at all. But Carol insists, and her father finally says she can
6



learn to drive.

New

Carol: 1 want to learn to drive.

Father: Are you kidding? You are only 16.

Carol: That’s old enough to get a permit.

Father: I know, but I won't allow it.

Carol: Why not?

Father: Who's going to teach you to drive?

Carol: You are, I hope. You're a great driver!

Father: Don’t try to flatter me. I can’t teach you to drive.
Carol: Come on, Dad! Don’t be mean. What’s the problem?
Father: I have no experience. I'll have a heart attack. I just can’t!
Carol: Then, I'll go to a driving school.

Father: Driving schools are expensive.

Carol: [ know, but I have a part-time job. I have the money.
Father: It’ll cost at least $25 an hour.

Carol: 1 learn quickly.

Father: I still don’t like the idea.

Carol: Why not? All my friends are learning to drive.

Father: Yes, and teenagers have a lot of accidents. Driving is dangerous.
Carol: Don’t worry! I'll be a safe driver,

Father: All right, all right! Go ahead, but drive carefully.
Carol: Thanks, Dad! You're terrific!

Words

* kid/kid/v. to make jokes; to tease HK¥§ (JLIEFF %)
permit/ps (:) 'mit/n. permission, especially in written form Wals; WATE; i A]

X
* flatter/'flaeta/v. to praise someone too much or insincerely in order to please #% 4,
B
* mean/mimn, min/adj. unwilling to share or help; ungenerous /N5 /Y, Bz, B
ERAY

experience/iks'piarians/n. understanding gained through doing something 2256 ; 2 F
attack/a'teek/n. a sudden and severe period of a (esp. serious) illness 22, IR
(&1E)
* part-time/pacttaim/adj. for only a part of the working day or week 3E4 H 19, FEH
i
* terrific/ta'rifik/adj. very good or fine; splendid i iy



Phrases & Expressions

heart attack O HER (BAE)
to come on R, R
to go ahead FFIRHEAT

Proper Nouns
Carol HLE /K
Notes

1. Today, Carol celebrates her 16th birthday.
4K, PLE/R 16 4 H,
2. Are you kidding?
WARRIEFHEE? (REES AELUER.)
3. That’s old enough to get a permit.
REREUBIEIIGFTT,
4. Come on, Dad! Don’t be mean.
HT, EE! MR,

5. I have no experience.

RBEETL2EE,
6. Go ahead
PRFE2EIE
Exercises

Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text. Write T for
true and F for false in front of each statement.

1. Today is Carol’s birthday, and she wants a car from his father as a gift.

2. In the U.S. every teenager over 16 can start to drive on the road.

3. Carol’s father says he can’t teach her because he has heart disease and
doesn’t know how to drive.

4. Though the driving school is very expensive, Carol has made money in
her spare time, and thus she herself can pay for it.

5. Carol’s father believes that driving is dangerous for the teenagers because
they are not as careful as the adults.



V. Word Study

remember/ri'memboa/v.

rest/rest/n.

ring/rig/v.

o R

Did you remember to post the letters I gave you? YRICIRIE
RAERBERTE?

[ don’t remember telling her the news. RAICHREFT
XN HE

Remember sb. to.. fRHENE - HqE

Please remember me to your family. BV FRMFE AR
18

He asks me to remember him to you. ABE IR A FARE]
i

1. kB

Rest is necessary after hard work. 3¢ B THEEA LEK
Bo

Sunday is a day of rest. EMRXEAKEH,

2. F&Ea; HR

Take what you want and throw away the rest. FRETEH)
£5E, BRTWEE,

He ended up in prison for the rest of his life. e ¥R
EdRE.

take /have a rest KB

We had several rests on our way up the mountain. FR{J7E
Bl PR B BK

We think that we may take a rest every two hours. A
M/ PheR2KRE—T,

wE; KB

The worker stopped working and rested for an hour. T A
& TRE— /DT,

He will never rest until he knows the truth. fAHE EA
PR

(rang, rung) (%, B%) W
The phone in the office rings all day long. IMAEBKHE
TEE KA AR



V. Grammar

10

AFHIRS

Will you answer the phone if it rings? YR HIEW T, R
RERRTE—T g9

1. %; md8

[ bought a key ring in the small market. E/NFHET
—HRLIR,

She wears a diamond ring on her finger. HiAF F&E T —
MR

2. §THIE

Give me a ring tomorrow and 1 will tell you the result. BH
KRB EB/EITHRIE, REFELSEER

What did you do after my ring yesterday? RFEXF+] 13 B 1%
JEIRMCT AT 47

ring back BB #E

Can you ask him to ring me back when he gets home. #REE
FEMBIRKE AT A 57

I didn’t expect you to ring him back. FEE IR S Btk
[]:RA

ring off FEWTHLIE

He rang off before she had a chance to reply. Mih & H ¥
5 X B, MRt T

[t’s extremely impolite to ring off when the other one is still
speaking. HALTEVETEI HE HLTE RARAALIR Y

ring up FTHE

I'll ring up the theatre and see when the show finishes. &
BITHIGRRY, BEREELMA ARRER.

I will ring you up tonight. 45 BSEIRTHIE.

AFRFE—NERBEREST B0 BR824 8 #2 I — 2 9B v L 4
Bl —MITEH DA LA IR, X0 h) T AR > (members of

the sentence)

1. Fift

Jerry and I used to be close friends. REGFIEE LK .
Swimming in summer is a great pleasure. B KIFIKEES ANIIRAIEN .



