English
[Citerature
R
s

2% H =
F & %k E BEM

R /RE T K5 ARt




RIBEWRERXMS

English Literature

% E % ¥
] 8 &

#*

e 2y
e
S K.
F % B
BB N
e
2o 3

R/REI IR AL



MBS B (CIP) $ig

SRR RE RA S RE TR/ K, B
EH . —MIRER PRI Tl K4 H AR, 20058
ISBN 7 - 5603 - 2169 - 0

1.3 0.0O% -O#- I.X¥-HE-B
SXK-F V.H319.6

T ERRAEBIE CIP FAEBF(2005) 58 075533 &

BRES BREIARZHRM
1 i MRETEREEENELE 102 B4% 150006

#

& E 0451- 86414749

W it hitp://hitpress. hit.edu.cn

B0 Bl MAREIAZSER

K 880x1230 1732 EN3K 7.375 £ 240 FF
B R 20054E8 A% 1R 20054E 8 A48 1 (REDRI
$ S ISBN 7-5603-2169-0/H-260

Bl # 1~3000

E  f 14.807T

(A EPAR SR B R R P B, Rt 5 A%



.
F B

HER MARDRAEZE LAKF LAKAKRE LORTRE, F
JRBEE D EEARBE RSB TR FELE REIA—AE
MEFARMAS, RBRERFIAE AR ESFAEGERTRAE
TR, IX R R FANA L, SR E TN LT AF B
TE2HE,

BiX—5E (HEELREFRAB)GRALMNKT —4T2HE
HEN, RELE BX SH AATHE, XA REI(AB)FHMHE
FREATELEAR(AEIBREFOREERNS, K5X 8T FERAFL
SARBBA, T RN ERA LS, LT RENHHA, BER
FARMA LI P AL — 5,

“ARBHOLSHNERNAEEN L LR, ERAEER
EhFEEBETRE, TRAH, M REXEFT RSB ALSE,
FRAMG B IR ) — AR, K F— R d; B, e Rfbin £
ARBA SR Foth AR E by AR A R TR, R FELR THHo
BpAR R A B AR SR A AR RN R K B A R B IEVH

CEITEX L LES TR ICE I IS 32 PF S
SH R EREA T, ERSGERMAR(ABIHAETE,

AUR) A5 5] Fo % X EAF R

BEH
ZEETRIX



REZWH—NMHE(RESE)

LA SRR R E Y3t U7 B AV X RE— N JEE R L Fdk
EAFREMHARE? FTZE, —BRETLHFIWAFEBRRBER
HRT, —REELVELBRBBARLITET . HIEIERIFRE
T MBS E GER WAL H T R) SMEBEL LW NARF
(R R %l PUZR) oI R 30 W A 2 0 s AR, SE AP R A X — TR
£k A RS INAFEIEN AEFHRERAN HREANE,

RERBEFFET W RBAAFH:

BRIEZ— , RES &N N\ FE R IERE L FE LA B
REFHN MIIREBREAFREINREE ,FERLL T —BH
R FEEL W E I, R AR TN TS5 R, LS MK
FRFEN AZERNEEEWFEMNKESRT HRASFAEBARE
W EEHAPGE L (ERHRENRT)E . FXHEPRRRNEAE#
oot LR R fo

BEZZ, BRONZEAEFERFERILE, N T HESSFHEH KN
BRTERRELEST, HMEWERT M ARSMEEEHFHKRT
HOEWMARE, ZEEVARUARER, AAIARTEBE", ™
MAX“2E" T RS HRAERRNTERFET . SROBRRE
BTN ARG 2MERT . XRRFEBHIESEFTE,

B8R, \NAS— BV, RITBF AR 8 & XA — R X
BELMLWRERTERTAR?

HAGRESFIEHF NEER VL RRGESER, BHBH
R WM, B H—RFE", BRE“TFE"ER “WEHBMER",%
P ERRRRAEREMERIELLMER NE" . X AR H—
THEFERNARBIRRES ¥ KBERCE(IREZ A KR
CEDMISERR L (I RIRZ A “RRBEBL”) o

BE¥HNEIAFZERCERRETF I BB ERMAR

: R O



il N EBX EREXNZRRIBETFILBRESNER. B
i, fE— R E L ERRRITH TRAANFLBERITHRRE, RA
EFHNRB KPR ER

KEEFXFREFEEWHEETE ", HEEFERNR BBk
MER R R ENEBLWHFE, XEHEIZOERAER
AT B 5, R R — BB —aE T RMAR—
EEARIS EERB R, XERBEFTTRA IR B HR"H
WIS o EM—FRF HSCEEBMREZARRTHE" T HATEEHR,
EEHHRNABESHAELS  RBESHWAELE, RITHE
BEIERZEREVE, FIROHAERXHENAE LT NZRG?

FIF LW AR I FIEEF N — BRI IGEE K
LR REBX T R R FE I —RBF A Z SHHEEITE
RERAUIEE M IR AL” BRI i sk 2 S — . SRR ¥B/R
“R7BRBARIMAR. ERRTIEREREERE R SFE—
TR RENMREWREINER, —FHEFZINRL BN
BRI, FHiFEI TR PR EBNENRFETXAER.
HTHEMALERGE R, BEABLEBELIBRR N MaL”
BT . R E & R, %Fﬁ$%%£ﬁ$ﬁo AHRERRI—E
EXHEFBE LY RRIEE K,

UERFREESEFAR . BRE“REFE —RATREZK
BEIRAIEL 2%, E R “R BB E — & %0 WR%, WL
RE W, B TFIE”; BT LA “E"(MARUE")T“F", X2
THEER,

XA LR B,

BEHR
FAxKIER



i

]

BEE XTI R WT & B, IMNE BUF B L F R P B A1 2515 1
FRREE, MEEXEREESLABHAFTHN—TEEANR, MHEH
3O S FISCEEAE AL 2 S BB ¥R B 2 T A RO AR, S SR b T 0 LR
RESI B RES DR BT E S ER N T/, ANTTIR R 2 &8 g
HRERA BB RIS RIE,

KEXHNRBHEEA FER K, XFAETFEENEE, L
ZOTEBES R, SRR AR T 3Bk S b 25 B SO S RS R, B
BEMEREREEE, 2R, ABEESTEREE, EER
fERMER EREABRREZERRMATOREES, Rt tigE T
HoAth— Lo A W S WER BAE G o ZE4RHE L DARHE 0P , A il 2548
PR, T4 17,18 tHE RRE@ £ X B, B 20 2R —BE
&I, LUZ S & fe il X A B S B SR iR E— B 4.
BEAGNT R

EPBRIZE FHTRINEERNETRE, AE L RAHR
o T REXF AR ES, RN, SERBER . BEEE, B
B, BABRERTLUENETE BEXEMNEIERH, OTENE
S IR R BN ST E O i I i B 4,

BTEEK PR, R AT TS, iF R E EERA BT
B4 TR '

& F
2005 4£ 8 A T Tk



Contents

7 Old & Middle English Literature ««+--+---ss++++sereeseersiosasaccenens 1
O SRR L O P P P PO PP PP POPPPPPPPRPIPPPPIPPPPLPP PO 6
2 English Literature in the Renaissance Period «+-++«-s+s+sesssesesees 15
Keys  s+ossesseseneensnnnttntettuumnmenntiiniinianiniiiiinensiisaeinins 24
54 English Literature in the 17th Century «c:cceoceeceeceriiniinin 37
Keys  ++oevesessenesenseettnettiuttmiittiiitii e 41
4 English Literature in the 18th Century «--:oroceeveecrreccincin. 47
Keys  toseeressseensonatentumieniuitniini s 58
&5 English Literature in the Romantic Period «::-crccoeceeriocecenns 78
Keys  creereessstennennstaniiiiueitiitii e s 94
& English Literature in the 19th Century «-:cccecteeertesereieninnnnnn 112
Keys «weereereesssmeseennseanttnitiitiiiiiiieii e 126
7 English Literature in the 20th Century «cceeveserecceiiii, 148
Keys ++teceeressessttnnniominntniinniiiiee e 162
Test Paper One «---++cc«sseerresereatiaterinniiinniiii . 185
Keys t+rreeermereerertennnmientttiiiiiiei e 192
Test Paper TWO  «cv-eccrrrecerrreerrrtrinniintiinnniitisrii i, 200
Keys tereeesereresestenisitntionntiiann ittt 208
INAEX  crcrrrevrerstraraernentrntetatiatiioriniinsrinincenssensessasesssssnsncns 216



Old & Middle English Literature

I . Essay questions.

1. What are the three parts told in the story of Beowulf" How is heroic ideal
reflected in Beowulf? ' :

2. State the social significance of William Langland’s Piers the Plowman and
comment on the poem’s writing features. 4

3. Compare Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales with old English poetry and the
works of other Middle English poets to illustrate that Chaucer is the first
realistic writer in English literature.

4. What is the function of the General Prologue to The Canterbury Tales?

I . Define the following terms.

1. Old English period (the Anglo- 3. Prose
Saxon period) 4. Courtly love

2. Alliteration 5. Morality play



6.
7.
8.
9.

Couplet 11. Middle English period
Meter 12. Anglo-Norman period
Foot 13. Arthurian legend

Scottish Chaucerians 14. Romance

10. Ballad (Popular ballad)

K.

1.

Fill in the blanks.
The Old English poetry can be divided into two groups: the
poetry and the poetry.

. is regarded as the “Father of English Song”, the first known

religious poet of England.

. The history of English literature begins in the century .

is the most prevailing literary form in the Middle Ages.

. The most magnificent prose work of the 15th century is Morte d’ Arthur

concemning with legend.

. The only important prose writer in the 15th century is Sir
. Critics tend to divide Chaucer’s literary career into three periods: the

period, the period and the -period.

. Among the Middle English poets, three are the greatest. One is the author of

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. The other two are and

. The Canterbury Tales contains the and 24 tales, two of which left

unfinished.

10. Chaucer employed the couplet in writing his greatest work The

11.

12.

13.

14.

Carserbury Tales .

The framework in The Canterbury Tales is a

When Chaucer died on the 25th of October 1400, he was the first to be
buried in

Besides Chaucer, King James I also wrote in verses of seven lines, so this
kind of verse came to be called the .

Compared with Chaucer, “Father of English poetry”, in the
2.



15.

16.

17.

p—

14th century can be called “Father of Scottish Poetry and Scottish
History” . ‘

The is an important stream of the British literature in the 15th
century.
The century has traditionally been described as the barren age in
English literature.
Poetry can be classified as narrative or lyric. Narrative poems stress action,
and lyrics
. Choose the best answer.
. Beowulf is a poem, describing an all-round picture of the tribal
society .
A. pagan B. Christian
C. romantic D. lyric
. Caedmon’s life story is vividly described in ’s  Historic
Ecclesiastica . A
A. Grendel B. Bede
C. Cynewulf D. Beowulf
. The most important work of Alfred the Great is , which is
regarded as the best monument of the Old English prose.
A. The Song of Beowulf
B. The Ecclesiastical History of the English People
C. Apollonius of Tyre
D. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles
. In the 14th century, the important writers are the following EXCEPT
A. William Langland B. John Gower
C. Thomas Malory D. Geoffrey Chaucer
. Chaucer was once influenced by Italian literature. His major work during
this periodis ___ . -
A. Troilus and Ciiseyde B. The Romaunt of the Rose



C. The Legend of Good Women  D. The Canterbury Tales

- Chaucer’s active career provided him not only with knowledge but also
experiences, which accounted for the wide range of his writings. The
followings are all his career EXCEPT

A. legislator and ambassador B. soldier and office-holder

C. businessman and churchman  D. justice and knight

. Chaucer’s narrative poem is based on Boccaccio’s poem
“Filostrato” .

A. The Legend of Good Women

B. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

C. The Book of the Duchess

D. Troilus and Criseyde

. All the following writers belong to the Scottish Chaucerians EXCEPT

A. Robert Henryson B. William Dunbar

C. Thomas Malory D. King James ]
. In English poetry, a four-line stanza is called

A. heroic couplet B. quatrain

C. Spenserian stanza D. terza rima

10. The work that presented, for the first time in English literature, a

comprehensive realistic picture of the medieval English society and created
a whole gallery of vivid characters from all walks of life is most likely

A. William Langland’s Piers the Plowman
B. Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales
C. John Gower’s Confessio Amantis

D. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

V . Short-answer questions.

1. What are the main characteristics of Anglo-Saxon literature?

« 4 -



2. What are the artistic features of Old English poetry?

3. What are the major subjects that the English romance mainly deals with?

4. Summarize Chaucer’s literary career and the representative works of each
period.

5. How many groups do the popular ballads fall into according to the contents or
subjects?

6. What are the stylistic features of ballads?

V. Answer the questions according to the following poem.

When the sweet showers of April fall and shoot

Down through the drought of March to pierce the root,

Bathing every vein in liquid power

From which there springs the engendering of the flower,

When also Zephyrus with his sweet breath

Exhales an air in every grove and heath

Upon the tender shoots, and the young sun

His half-course in the sign of the Ram has run,

And the small fowls are making melody

That sleep away the night with open eye

(So nature pricks them and their heart engages)

The people long to go on pilgrimages

And palmers long to seek the stranger strands

Of far-off saints, hallowed in sundry lands,

And specially, from every shire’s end

In England, down to Canterbury they wend

To seek the holy blissful martyr, quick

In giving help to them when they were sick.

Questions: -

1. What is expressed in these opening lines of The Canterbury Tales?

2. How does the author emphasize the transition from nature to divinity?

. 5 .



3. Comment on Chaucer’s contribution of thymed stanzas.
Keys

I . Essay questions.

1. Structurally speaking, Beowulf is built around three fights. The first part
deals with the fight between Beowulf and the monster Grendel that has been
attacking the great hall of Heorot, built by Hrothgar, the Danish King. The
second part involves a battle between Beowulf and Grendel’ s mother, a
water-monster, who takes revenge by carrying off one of the king’ s
noblemen. The last part is about the fight between Beowulf and a firedrake
that ravages Beowulf’ s kingdom.

Beowulf is a pagan poem concemed with the heroic ideal of kings and
kingship in North Europe. Battle is a way of life at that time. Strength and
courage are basic virtues for both kings and his warriors. The king should
protect his people and show gentleness and generosity to his warriors. And in
return, his warriors should show absolute obedience and loyalty to the king.
By praising Beowulf's wisdom, strength and courage, and by glorifying his
death for his people, the poem presents the heroic ideal of a king and his
good relations to his warriors and people.

2. Piers the Plowman remains a classic in popular literature. It was very
popular throughout the fourteenth and the fifteenth centuries. It praises the
poor peasants, and condemns and exposes the sins of the oppressors. It
played an important part in arousing the revolutionary sentiment on the eve
of the Rising of 1381 headed by Wat Tyler and John Ball. It is a realistic
picture of medieval England. But Piers is not a representative of the poor
peasants. He is one of the well-to-do peasants. He has no intention of
upsetting the feudal order of society, and he accepts the existing social
relations. This is the limitation of the poem.

Writing features:
(1) Piers the Plowman is written in the form of a dream vision. The author
. 6 .



tells his story under the guise of having dreamed it.

(2) The poem is an allegory which relates truth through symbolism.

(3) The poet uses indignant satire in his description of social abuses caused
by the corruption prevailing among the ruling classes, ecclesiastical and
secular.

(4) The poem is written in alliteration.

. The vast bulk of Old English poetry is specifically Christian, devoted to

religious subjects. More importantly, it is almost all in the heroic mode due

to the great influence of the heroic ideal, i.e. Beowulf is the ideal of kingly
behavior. The idealized hero figures predominantly in Old English literature.

Middle Znglish romance generally concems the knight. It makes liberal use

of the improbable, often of the supematural. Religious writing reflects the

unchanging principles of medieval Christian doctrine, which looked to the
world to come for the only answer to men’s troubles. William Langland’s

Piers the Plowman reflects the great religious and social issues of his day,

yet it is written in the form of a dream vision. It is Chaucer alone who, for

the first time in English literature, presented to us a comprehensive realistic

picture of the English society of his time and created a whole gallery of vivid

characters from all walks of life in his masterpiece The Canterbury Tales .

. The General Prologue is usually regarded as the greatest portrait gallery in

English literature. It is largely composed of a series of sketches differing

widely in length and method, and blending the individual and the typical in

varying degrees. The purpose of the General Prologue is not only to present a

vivid collection of character sketches, but also to reveal the author’s

intention in bringing together a great variety of people and narrative materials

to unite the diversity of the tales by allotting them to a diversity of tellers

engaged in a common endeavour, to set the tone for the story-telling—one of

jollity which accords with the tone of the whole work: that of grateful

acceptance of life, to make clear the plan for the tales, to motivate the

telling of tales and to introduce the pilgrims and the time and occasion of the

pilgrimage. The pilgrims are people from various parts of England. They
. « 7 .



serve as the representatives of various sides of life and social groups. Each
of the pilgrims or narrators is presented vividly in the Prologue. Ranging in
status from a knight to a humble plowman, the pilgrims are a microcosm of
14th-century English society. On the other hand, there is also an intimate
connection between the tales and the Prologue, both complementing each
other. The Prologue provides a framework for the tales.

Il . Define the following terms.

L.

Old English period (the Anglo-Saxon period) : The Old English Period,
extended from the invasion of Celtic England by Gemmanic tribes ( the
Angles, Saxons, and Jutes) in the first half of the fifth century to the
conquest of England in 1066 by the Norman French under the leadership of
William the Conqueror. Only after they had been converted to Christianity in
the seventh century did the Anglo-Saxons, whose earlier literature had been
oral, begin to develop a written literature.

. Alliteration: Alliteration is the repetition of a speech sound in a sequence of

nearby words. The term is usually applied only to consonants, and only

when the recurrent sound begins a word or a stressed syllable within a word.

. Prose: Prose is an inclusive term for all discourse, spoken or written, which

is not patterned into the lines either of metric verse or free verse.

. Courtly love: It is a doctrine of love, together with an elaborate code

govemning the relations between aristocratic lovers, which was widely

represented in the lyric poems and chivalric romances of westem Europe
during the Middle Ages.

. Morality play: Morality plays are medieval allegorical plays in which

personified human qualities acted and disputed, mostly coming from the
15th century. They developed into the interludes, from which it is not
always possible to distinguish them, and hence had a considerable influence
on the development of Elizabethan drama.

. Couplet: A couplet is a pair of thymed lines that are equal in length.
. Meter: Meter is the recurrence, in regular units, of a prominent feature in

<8 .



the sequence of speech-sounds of a language.

. Foot: A foot is the combination of a strong stress and the associated weak

stress or stresses which make up the recurrent metric unit of a line. The
relatively stronger-stressed syllable is called, for short, “stressed”; the
relatively weaker-stressed syllables are called “light,” or most commonly,
“unstressed”. The four standard feet distinguished in English are: (1)
TIambic (the noun is “iamb” ) : "an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed
syllable. (2) Anapestic (the noun is “anapest”): two unstressed syllables
followed by a stressed syllable. (3) Trochaic (the noun is “trochee”): a
stressed syllable followed by an unstressed syllable. (4) Dactylic (the noun
is “dactyl”): a stressed syllable followed by two unstressed syllables.

A metric line is named according to the number of feet composing it:
monometer: one foot

dimeter: two feet

trimeter: three feet

tetrameter: four feet

pentameter: five feet

hexameter: six feet

heptameter: seven feet

octameter: eight feet

. Scottish Chaucerians: The name is traditionally given to a very diverse

group of 15th- and 16th- century Scottish writers who show some influence
from Chaucer, although the debt is now regarded as negligible or indirect in

most cases.

10. Ballad (Popular ballad): Ballad is also known as the folk ballad or

11.

traditional ballad. It is a song, transmitted orally, which tells a story.
Ballads are thus the narrative species of folk songs, which originate, and
are communicated orally, among illiterate or only partly literate people.
Middle English period: The four and a half centuries between the Norman
Conquest in 1066, which effected radical changes in the language, life,
and culture of England, and about 1500, when the standard literary
.9 .



