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PREFACE

American Military History and the
Evolution of Warfare in the Western World was first published as part of a larger
history, Warfare in the Western World. We wrote that larger history to provide a
coherent, readable, and authoritative account of the past four centuries of
military operations in the West—to explain, as clearly as possible, how the
waging of war has changed from one era to another since the beginning of
the seventeenth century. Although we examined the underlying develop-
ments in population, agriculture, industry, technology, and politics that
affected warfare, we focused on the employment of armed forces. We were
most interested in operations, in the conduct of relatively large forces across
a specific theater of war. We included warfare at sea and in the air as well as
joint operations, but we concentrated on fighting ashore. In short, we set out
to write a sound and readable history of military operations in the West since
1600, a history that would appeal to students, general readers, and anyone
seeking an authoritative reference on warfare.

To provide the depth and breadth essential to understanding such an
extensive and often fragmented subject, we planned a work of two volumes
and six parts. The first volume, which begins with Gustavus Adolphus’s syn-
thesis of early-seventeenth-century European warfare, analyzes in turn the
development of limited warfare in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
Europe the emergence of the citizen soldier and mobile, decisive warfare in
the era of the French Revolution and Napoleon; and the shift toward total
warfare in the United States Civil War and the application of Prussian orga-
nizational skills to European warfare of the mid-nineteenth century. The
second volume, which begins with the small wars of the late nineteenth
century, considers successively the systematic harnessing of human and
material resources for the total warfare of the First World War, the continua-
tion of total warfare in an even more virulent form during the Second World
War, and the resort to varieties of limited warfare since 1945, since the
creation of atomic and nuclear weapons.

American Military History was, then, first published as part of Warfare
in the Western World. Like its parent, it was designed to provide a readable,
authoritative history of military operations—in this instance, of operations in
the Western world that best convey the American experience of warfare from
the seventeenth century to the present. It begins with the crude efforts of
British colonists to conquer the Atlantic seaboard of North America and to
win their independence from Great Britain; it analyzes the first stirrings of
military competence in the new United States (in wars with Britain and
Mexico); and it describes the emergence of near total warfare in the Civil
War. The volume goes on to consider the flourishing of industrialized war-
fare in the small wars of the late nineteenth century (including the impro-
vised conduct of the Spanish-American War) and in the far more deadly and
static campaigns of World War I (including the American Expeditionary
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Force’s belated, yet crucial, intervention in the last years of the war). It
concludes with an extended account of America’s role in the fluid, global
operations of World War II, in the more limited warfare that followed the
development of atomic and nuclear weapons, and in the frustrating efforts at
peacekeeping in the post—Cold War world. It makes clear that American war-
fare has always been a part of the Western military tradition—sometimes
in advance of Europe, sometimes behind, but always within a single, shared
tradition.

At least twice during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
Americans were in the forefront of fundamental changes in Western warfare.
Americans rarely developed highly disciplined forces or skill in complex
European tactics, but in the process of winning their independence and pre-
serving their Union, they showed how to mobilize the energies of a people
and how to wage near total warfare. In the Revolutionary War they combined
militia and regulars, adopted simplified tactics, and relied more on inspira-
tion and understanding than on harsh discipline to create effective fighting
forces. And they learned to organize those forces in relatively small opera-
tional units so as to draw supplies from the countryside and gain the mobil-
ity needed to impose battle on their enemies. Indeed, they anticipated by
nearly two decades the methods that French Revolutionaries would use to
defeat the standing armies of Europe. Although the French soon taught other
Europeans how to make war on an unprecedented scale and with remarkable
decisiveness—and rousing fanatical popular resistance in Portugal, Spain,
and Russia—they stopped well short of the total warfare that Americans
would employ in their Civil War. At the beginning of that war, the United
States hoped to preserve the Union without alienating the people of the
South, hoped to win the war merely by capturing Richmond and blockading
ports. But discovering how costly and difficult it was to defeat large, inspired
armies equipped with rifled weapons, the North eventually adopted total war
as an instrument of policy. Northern commanders sought not only to wear
away Confederate forces in campaigns of attrition but also to exhaust the
South by freeing slaves, destroying farms and factories, and breaking the will
of the people. With such a strategy, they preserved the United States and car-
ried warfare beyond anything that Europeans had been willing or able to do
previously.

For three-quarters of a century after the Civil War, the United States
made no substantial contribution to warfare in the Western world. America
fell behind Prussia and other European states in preparing systematically for
war in the last third of the nineteenth century. Congress and the American
people were too preoccupied with domestic affairs and too secure against
external threats to heed military reformers. When the 1898 war with Spain
revealed how ill prepared the nation was to fight even a second-rate power,
Congress supported reforms in the organization, training, and recruiting of
the armed forces. But those forces remained strikingly unprepared for the
total, industrialized warfare that came to Europe in World War I. Fresh
American troops were crucial to sustaining the exhausted allies and to win-
ning the war. Yet they had to use Allied weapons, suffered heavy casualties
because they were too aggressive, and contributed little to warfare.
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Not until World War II did the United States once again play a sig-
nificant role in changing warfare. In this most destructive of all wars, the
United States was especially innovative in joint operations, in the fluid cam-
paigns that spread around the globe. Its land, sea, and air forces worked
effectively together to gain control of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, to
mount successful invasions of North Africa, Sicily, western Europe, and the
Philippines, and to contribute substantially to Allied victory. The United
States also led in the development of atomic and nuclear weapons that has-
tened the end of World War II and that have greatly limited warfare since
1945, restricting the size and composition of forces as well as the nature of
operations. During this era of limited war, the United States has continued
to lead in the invention and application of advanced weapons. The results
have not been uniformly successful, but the United States has remained at
the forefront of warfare in the Western world.

The telling of this extensive and sometimes fragmented story has
been a cooperative effort. Ira Gruber wrote chapters 1 and 2; Mark
Grimsley, chapters 3-7; Robert Doughty, chapters 8-12, 19, and 22-23;
Williamson Murray, chapters 13-18; Roy Flint, chapter 20; and George
Herring, chapter 21. Each of us, of course, has drawn on the work of scores
of other scholars; and each has benefitted from the comments of specialists,
colleagues, and students who have reviewed portions of this history. We are
particularly indebted to Richard Kohn and John Shy, who read carefully an
entire draft of the text and drew on their remarkable understanding of mili-
tary history and sharp critical judgment to suggest ways of improving the
whole. We, and our fellow authors, are grateful to all who have had a part in
creating this book. We do not imagine that we will have satisfied our critics;
we do hope that they and other readers will continue to share their knowl-
edge of warfare with us.

R.A.D.and I. D. G.

vii
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The symbols shown below are used on
the maps in this volume. Most of the symbols suggest the organization of
units in particular campaigns or battles. The reader should understand that
the organization of military units has changed over time and has varied from
army to army or even within armies. For example, the composition and size
of Napoleon’s corps varied within his own army and differed from those of
his opponents; they also differed dramatically from those of armies later in
the nineteenth century. The symbols thus indicate the organization of a unit
at a particular time and do not indicate its precise composition or size.
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