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2 Extensive Reading

About twenty centuries ago, there ruled a great king with tremendous powers over his
subjects?®.

Their life and death were in his hands. o

There was only one duty, however, that he had to perform every year, which he did
not like to do.

Once a year he had to speak to his subjects from the balcony of his palace.

And since this was his only duty, he did not like it very much.

In the year of which we speak the day came and the king spoke to his people.

He said to them, “Do you know what I am going to talk about this year?”

With one voice the people answered, “No, mighty king, we do not know what you are
going to say to us this year.”

The king then replied, “Why should I speak to such ignorant people?” and he left his
balcony.

But still it was necessary that he perform his duty of speaking to his people.

So the next day he again spoke to them from his balcony and said, “Do you know what
I am going to say to you this year?”

And the people answered, “Yes, oh great king. We do know what you are going to
say.”

The king then answered them. “If you already know, then why should I tell you?”
There was one wise man who then said to the people, “When the king comes

tomorrow to talk to us from his balcony, permit me to answer him.”

The people agreed to let him do the answering.

The next day the king again spoke from the balcony of his palace.

“Tell me,” he said, “do you know what I am going to talk to you about this year? ”

The wise man answered, “Oh powerful king, some of us know but some of us do not know.”

“Then,” replied the king, “let those who know tell those who do not know.”

Answer the following questions.

Did the king have to perform a lot of duties every year?

What was the duty that the king hated to do?

Why did the king refuse to speak to his subjects the first time?
What happened the next day?

How did the wise man respond to the king’s question the third day?

IS TN A OO

How did the king outwit the wise man the third day?

@ subjectn, HR,BER



Unit 1 Tell me a Tale 3

expect / 1k'spekt / vt.

.................................................................... siiShiiy sdey 1. yiws sqgl
arrest / orest / vt.

dig / dig / vt. &,#ﬁ

Once a farmer was put in prison. Even though this farmer was in prison, he wasn’t a
bad man. He hadn’t done anything wrong. At this time the King’s men were collecting
money. The king needed money so that he could fight his wars and the people had to pay a
lot of taxes. Now this farmer didn’t have any money. He told this to the king’s men. When
they came to his house, he said. “I can’t give you any money. I am such a poor man I've
hardly got enough to live.”

The King’s men laughed, “You don’t expect us to believe that,” they said. “We’ve
heard yowre so rich that you’ve got a pot of gold.” They looked in every room in the
house, but even though they didn’t find anything, they arrested the poor farmer and put
him in prison. “You will stay there until we receive the pot of gold,” they said.

The poor farmer was very sad. He hadn't done anything wrong. While he was in
prison he thought about his farm. His wife couldn’t dig the fields by herself. One day he
received a letter from his wife. She wrote, “I am so worried about our farm. It's nearly
spring. It’'s time to plant the potatoes. I must dig
up the fields.” The farmer read this letter sadly.
“What can I do?” he thought. Then he smiled.
He had had a good idea. He wrote a letter to his
wife. “Don’t dig the fields,” he wrote. “This is

ZLL LTI
|
where my pot of gold is. Don’t plant the %

potatoes until I tell you to.”
The farmer gave this letter to the prison
guard. “Please send this letter to my wife,” he

said. Now, of course, the prison guards read all




4 Extensive Reading

the letters which the prisoners wrote and received. They had read the letter from the
farmer’s wife and now they read the farmer’s answer. “Mm,” they said. “This sounds very
interesting. It looks as though this farmer really is a rich man. He writes that there is a pot
of gold in his fields.”

“He doesn’t say which field,” another guard said. “This farmer has got lots of fields.”

“It doesn’t matter,” the first guard answered. “We know there’s gold in his fields. He
has hidden it there.”

Two weeks later, the farmer received another letter from his wife. “Something funny
happened,” his wife wrote. “Two weeks ago, about ten men came to our farm. They all
had spades and they all began to dig our fields. They dug all our fields and now they’ve
gone away. I can't understand it. It looks as though they were looking for something. What shall
I do now?”

The farmer smiled when he read his wife’s letter. He didn’'t feel sad now, even though
he was in prison. He wrote a letter to his wife at once. It was very short. “These men have

dug up our fields,” he wrote, “so now you.can plant the potatoes.”

Decide whether each of the following statements is True or False.

The farmer was put into prison because he couldn't pay his debts.

The king’s men believed the farmer had a pot of gold.

Once in prison the farmer was worried about his wife because of her bad health.
The farmer didn't expect that the guard would read his letter to his wife.

The soldiers dug all the farmers fields where the gold was buried.

DO W N

In the end, the farmer had his fields dug up and the king got his gold.

glncrease your word power

1. Fill in the correct form of the words listed below .
1. perform, performance, performer
A. He is faithful in the of his duties.
B. You should always what you promise.
C. A in evening dress plays classical selections on the violin.
2. might, mighty
A. He said he not be back until tonight.
B. There was a flash and a bang.
C. The of the army could prove a decisive factor.
3. ignorant, ignorance

A . People don't like to ask questions for fear of appearing



Unit 1 Tell me a Tale . 5

B. of the law is no excuse.
C. She is very about her own country.
4. permit, permission
A. You must ask if you want to leave early.
B. She won't dogs in the house.
C. Do you your children to smoke?

2. Write your own sentences using each of the idiomatic expressions listed below .

1. in his hands : 2. perform his duty
3. hardly have enough to eat 4. set free
5. stay for the night 6. break one’s promise
7. out of sight
idioms

The following phrases and idioms are all connected with “king”. Read them carefully and
see if you can translate them into Chinese.

~/ as happy as a king .

~ king of beasts\ birds

~/ The king can do no wrong.

~/ Kings go mad, and the people suffer for it.

~/ Kings have long hands \ arms.

‘Translation .
Translate the following sentences into Chinese. Pay special attention to the italic words .

‘We went to a tremendous party.
| felt a tremendous pressure on my chest.
| thought they played tremendously well, didn't you?
'
The talks are expected to continue until tomorrow.
| wasmt expecting a visitor.
I do expect to have some time to myseilf in the evenings.

The police say seven people were arrested for minor offences.
The police made three arrests yesterday.
When she was arrested, the detective found out that the shop-assistant was her daughter.

He is digging in his garden.
The old miner was digging for golid.
Rescue workers are digging through the rubble in search of other victims.
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§Writing Task

The following is an unfinished story. Use your imagination and make up the whole story
with your partner. '

Once upon a time, there was the beautiful town of Wonderland. The town of
Wonderland was full of rats. The mayor of the town did not know what to do. Then one day
a man appeared. “My flute and | will clear the town of rats for a small amount of money,” he
told the mayor. The mayor was overjoyed, “Oh thank you kind sir, thank you.” So the man
played his flute and the rats followed him out of town. The man took them far away.

When he went back to receive his money, the mayor said, “That was so easy that |

won't pay you any money.”. ..

The Lady or the Tiger?

..Qf'mlmry/mm

Many centuries ago, in a far off country, there lived a king who had some rather
strange ideas. At least, these ideas seem strange to us today although, in the period of
history in which this king lived, they were, perhaps, not so strange.

For one thing, this king had his own particular system of carrying out justice and
deciding cases of law. When a person was accused of some crime, he was not taken before
a judge or the usual court of law. Instead, he was taken to a large arena®, such as was
popular during the period of Greece and Rome. Here he was made to stand a special trial
before the king himself.

These trials were always open to the public and a great number of people naturally
attended them. When all was ready and the king and the members of his court had taken
their seats, a signal was given. A door near where the king sat was then opened. Through
this door the prisoner who was to be tried walked out into the arena.

Directly opposite this first door, there were two other doors on the far side of the
arena. These two doors were exactly alike and stood side by side. It was now the duty of
the accused person to walk directly toward these two doors and to open one of them. He
could open either door he pleased. He was subject to no force or obligation. It was
completely a matter of chance. But if he opened the one door, out of it came a hungry
tiger, the fiercest animal that could be found anywhere. This tiger immediately jumped
upon him and tore him to pieces. In this manner the king considered the accused man to

@ arenan EHHG



Unit 1 Tell me a Tale 7

have been punished for his crime. If, however, the man was.lucky enough to’open the
other door, then there came out a young lady, the most beautiful of her class that could be
found anywhere in the country. This young woman was always chosen carefully to shit the
character and position of the man in every way. She was the reward for ‘being ‘proved
innocent, and he was immediately married to her publicly in the arena before all the people. '

It did not matter whether the man already had a wife and family or that his affe¢tions
might be directed toward some other woman. It was the king’s decision that the prisoner
marry the lady who came from the opened door, and, of course, the king’s will was the
law in all such matters.

Now it so happened that this king had a young daughter who was very beautiful and
whom he loved more than anything in the world. Also, within the court, there was a
young man who was as handsome as the young woman was beautiful. The two young people
fell in love. The young man, however, was not a prince. In fact, he was not even of high
station within the court. Yet he was strong and of good character, and the king’s daughter
loved him deeply. Their love affair went on for some months and both young people were
very happy. Then the king happened to hear about it. He did not hesitate for a moment
concerning his duty. The young man was put into prison, and a day was set for the usual
trial in the king’s arena.

Never before had such an important trial taken place and naturally there was great
interest in the matter on all sides. The king gave orders to bring from the forests the
fiercest tiger that could be found. He himself chose the fairest and most beautiful lady
among all those in the court as the reward of the young woman if, by opening the right
door, he proved himself to be innocent®.

The day finally arrived. The arena was full of people who had come from far and wide
to see the result. The king and members of the court sat in their usual places. The king’s
daughter sat alongside her father. From the day that her lover had been put into prison she
had thought of nothing else except this final moment. But, having more power than
anyone who had ever been interested in such a case, she had used this power to discover the
secret of the doors, in which room waited the fierce tiger and in which room waited the
beautiful young lady. She also knew who the young lady was. She not only knew this young
lady well, but also hated her. Often at court she had seen this same young woman look
upon her lover with great affection. Now and then, she had seen the two of them talking
together. It was only for a moment but sometimes much can be said in short periods of
time. So she fell sure that the two were in love.

Now the king gave the usual sign, and the young man came out into the arena. As was
the custom the young man bowed in the direction of the king. But his eyes were not on the
king. Instead they were fixed on the king’s daughter. For, a few hours earlier, the young
man had received a message from the king’s daughter in which she said she would signal to

@ innocent adj. WEH B, LM



