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‘Introduction:
Research and Research Paper

1.1 What Is Research?

The English word research not only derives from the French cerchier, which means
“search,” but also from the Late Latin circare, which means “circle around, explore.” As its
name implies, “research” is a way of exploring a subject by circling carefully around it, a
process that the editors of the eleventh edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica identify as all
“investigations [ ... ] based on sources of knowledge. ”

Research is absolutely vital. Without research, “no authoritative words could have been
written, no scientific discoveries or inventions made, no theories of any value propounded,”
and thus the world would have come to a standstill. Research is a common thing — permeates
our life. Work in many professions — news reporting, law, medicine, police detection —
relies heavily on research. You act as a researcher whenever you investigate something —
whether a college, a course, a TV program, or a portable computer — by reading up on it,
discussing its features with your friends or experts. Even before you decide to buy a pair of
sports shoes, you will check several stores to see what is in stock, how much it costs, what
level is the after-sales service, and the like.

Everyone should possess essential research skills. As an undergraduate, you should know
how to combine experience, observation, and new information when you try to solve a
problem, make a decision, or analyze a situation. You should know how to seek out pieces of
information, evaluate their usefulness, fit them all together, and then use them to make an
“educated guess. ” No matter what subject you study, learning to investigate, to review, and to
use information, ideas, and opinions of other researchers productively will play a major role in
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your development as a student. Keep in mind that research increases our knowledge and
understanding of a subject. Sometimes research will confirm our ideas and opinions; sometimes
it will challenge and modify them. But almost always it will help to shape our thinking.

1.2 What Is a Research Paper?

A research paper is a sort of report describing some original research a researcher has done
or has been doing. It is a formal, substantial and well-documented paper that explores,
discusses or analyzes some factual or theoretical questions. Learning how to write a research
paper can help prepare you — an undergraduate — for assignments in your professional career.
It is difficult to think of any profession that would not require you to consult sources of
information about a specific subject, to combine the information with your ideas, and to present
your thoughts, findings, and conclusions effectively.

In a research paper, unless your instructor specifically directs you otherwise, you should
not merely review publications and extract a series of quotations from them. Rather, you should
look for sources that provide new information, that helpfully survey the various positions
. already taken on a specific subject, that lend authority to your viewpoint, that expand or nuance
your ideas, that offer methods or modes of thought you can apply to new data or subjects, or
that furnish negative examples against which you wish to argue. As you use and scrupulously
acknowledge sources, you should always remember that the main purpose of doing research is
not to summarize the work of others but to assimilate and to build on it and to arrive at your
own understanding of the subject.

Different paths can and do lead to successful research papers. Some researchers may pursue
a more or less standard sequence of steps, but others may find themselves working less
sequentially. In addition, certain projects lend themselves to a standard approach, whereas
others may call for different strategies. Keeping in mind that researchers and projects differ, we
will discuss activities that nearly all writers of research papers perform, such as selecting a
suitable topic, conducting research, compiling a working bibliography, taking notes, outlining,
preparing and formatting the paper, and so forth.

If you are writing your first research paper, you may feel overwhelmed by the many tasks
discussed here. As you follow the book’s advice on how to locate and document sources, how
to format your paper, and so forth, you may be tempted to see doing a paper as a mechanical
exercise. Actually, research paper is an adventure, an intellectual adventure rather like solving
a mystery: It is a form of exploration that leads to discoveries that are new — at least to you if
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not to others. The mechanics of the research paper, important though they are, should never

override the intellectual challenge of pursuing a question that interests you. This quest or search

should guide your research and your writing.
£ xercises

1. Answer the following questions.

1. Do you agree that research is common in our life? Show an example in your own
experience.

2. What are the important features of a research paper?

3. Why does a researcher look for sources? What is the main purpose of doing research?

4. In what way is a research paper an intellectual adventure much like “solving a
mystery” ?

II. Fill in the blanks with words given in the brackets.

research assumptions strategic pursuit view W

objective study existing application important

Research is the creation of new knowledge. It can be categorized into three distinct
types: basic, strategic and applied. Basic research is the (1)  of new knowledge
without any _ (2)  about what it might lead to — essentially knowledge for its own
sake. _ (3)  research is the pursuit of new knowledge which might, in principle, have
a practical  (4)  but without a precise  (5) of the timescale or nature of the
application. Applied research is knowledge which is developed with a specific  (6) in
mind, particularly the conversion of _ (7)  knowledge into products, processes and
technologies. Often people think of _ (8) in terms of science and technology, but
research takes place in every area of academic _ (9) . Research into our culture, our
business practices or our economy can be as  (10)  as medical and scientific research.

II1. Read the passage and answer the questions.

The term research has been used in so many contexts and with such a variety of
meanings that it is difficult for the student to sort it all out. Much of what we have been

taught about research is based on misconceptions. Teachers give students an assignment



