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Chapter One
Language, Culture and Thought

1. How would you define the terms system, arbitrary, vocal,
symbol, human-specific, and communication as used in the
discussion of language?

1) Language is a system, because:

(1) It is rule-governed;

(2) Its speakers have to follow these rules when they speak;

(3) There would be no communication, either oral or written,
without these rules.

2) Language is arbitrary, because:

(1) Basically, there is no logical relationship between language
items and their meanings. They are decided or arranged without
reasons or plans;

(2) Words are only arbitrary symbols. They are almost
meaningless when they are separated;

(3) But language is not entirely arbitrary. There are exceptions,
such as onomatopoeic words and compounds.

3) Language is vocal, because:

(1) Speech is the primary medium of language, while writing
is secondary;

(2) But that does not mean that writing is not important.

4) Language is a set of symbols because:

(1) Words are arbitrarily associated with objects, actions and
ideas through convention;
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(2) Words are nothing but symbols.

5) Language is human specific because:

(1) Only human beings possess what can be called language in
the true sense of the term;

(2) Animals do communicate among themselves, but the
medium they use cannot be defined as language.

6) Language is used for communication because:

(1) Communication is the fundamental function of language;

(2) Human societies would not operate normally without
communication by means of language.

2. How would you explain the statement that language is a
carrier and container of cultural information?

1) Human experience and knowledge are represented in
language;

2) Without language as the carrier and container of cultural
information there would be no such a way as to pass human
experience and knowledge to next generations, and human beings
have to experience everything anew personally for knowledge about
the world;

3) If this should be true, humankind would never be able to
reach this stage of civilization.

3. Is the term language used in senses other than the ones
discussed in this chapter?

In this course, the term “language” is used in its technical
sense, but it can be used in other senses as well.

1) It may refer to a concrete act of speaking in a given situation.
For example, “He expressed himself badly. He has a language
problem.”
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2) It may mean an individual’s consistent way of speaking or
writing, such as “Lu Xun’s language”;

3) It may refer to everything in a language system that makes it
different from any other such systems. Examples are: “the Chinese
language” or “the English language”;

4) Of course it may be used in some other senses, too.

4. Culture can be defined as “attributes of man” in its broad
sense, including whatever distinguishes man from the rest part of
the world. Culture is contrasted with nature;

1) Culture can be discussed in either its broad sense or its narrow
sense;

2) Culture can be defined as “attributes of man” in its broad
sense, including whatever distinguishes man from the rest part of
the world. Culture is contrasted with nature;

3) Culture can be defined as “life way of a population” in its
narrow sense, meaning what characterizes the particular way of life
of a population. Culture is contrasted with other cultures.

5. How would you define large C Culture or academic culture
and small c culture or anthropological culture? What are the major
differences between them?

1) Culture in the sense of “attributes of man” is known as large
C Culture or academic culture.

2) Culture in the sense of “life way of a population” is called
small ¢ culture or anthropological culture.

Major differences between large C Culture and small ¢ culture:
1) Large C Culture is concerned with characteristics of man as
contrasted with those of nature;
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2) Small ¢ culture is concerned with the way of life of a
population as contrasted with life ways of other populations:

3) Large C Culture contains six important components:

(1) Social institutions and organizations;

(2) Language and other communicational systems;

(3) Customs, habits and behavioral patterns;

(4) Value systems, world views, national traits, aesthetic
standards, thinking patterns;

(5) Materials; and

(6) Knowledge about nature and man himself and artistic
development;

4) In large C Culture defined above, 1), 2), 3) and 4) are
important, while 5) and 6) are marginal in small ¢ culture.

6. What are the properties of culture?

1) Culture is human specific, which means that only human
beings have what can be called culture;

2) It is a social phenomenon, which means that culture is a
cooperative product of human societies;

3) It is a national phenomenon, which means that each nation
has been living in its unique geographical and historical framework
in which a unique culture has been established and developed;

4) It is a historical phenomenon, which means that each
generation inherits the culture established by its forefathers.

7. How would you support or refute the statement that language
is determined by culture?

Refutation:

1) Although strongly influenced and shaped by culture,
language is not entirely determined by culture;
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2) Language exerts its influence on culture as well;

3) A language helps to reinforce certain ideas and beliefs within
a culture;

4) Each language is a system in its own right;

5) So, for these reasons, we cannot say that language is
determined by culture.

8.How would you explain the relationship between language
and culture?

1) The relationship between language and culture is complex,
each influencing and shaping the other;

2) Language is part of culture, but it is a special part of culture,
because it can represent all the other components of culture;

3) Language is strongly influenced and shaped by culture,
reflecting many features of culture;

4) But language is not determined by culture. On the contrary,
it exerts its influence on culture, helping to reinforce certain ideas
and beliefs;

5) In short, language and culture interact and interplay.

9. Can you cite a few examples to show the close relationship
between culture and language ?

1) Human knowledge and experience can be described and
stored in language. For example:

(1) Culture itself is discussed in language;:

(2) Eskimos, living in the world of snow, have as many as
seven different words for snow to distinguish among different types
of snow;

(3) Chinese people talk about kinship relations much easier than
the English speaking people, because there are many more kinship
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terms in Chinese than in English;

2) The above-mentioned examples show that language is a
mirror of culture and illustrate the close relationship between
lémguage and culture.

10. Discuss briefly the three models for the analysis of culture.

1) Key Questions model. It was proposed by Nelson Brooks,
highlighting the individual and institutional aspects of culture;

2) Thematic model. It was proposed by Howard Lee Nostrand,
emphasizing three culture elements: values, traits and world views
on which H. L. Nostrand’s twelve themes of culture are based;

3) Seven facets model. It emphasizes the behavioral aspects of
culture and treats whatever one does, says or thinks as behavior. It
maintains that each behavior has seven facets.

11. What is thought?

1) Thought is the function and product of the human brain;

2) Thought is a social product, part of culture. It refers to
patterns of ideas characteristic of a social group '

12.How would you define the terms of logical thinking and
artistic thinking as used in the discussion of thought?

1) Logical or abstract thinking: It refers to thinking in terms of
pure reasoning.

2) Artistic thinking: It refers to thinking in which images are
particularly attended to.

3) Logical and artistic thinking are not mutually exclusive.

13. How is language related to thought?
1) Language is an instrument used in the communication of
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thought;

2) Language is closely related to thinking;

3) Since language represents thought, it is influenced and
shaped by thought;

4) Language is used for conveying ideas, so its structure and
function must reflect these ideas;

5) Language also exerts strong influence on thought.

14. Can you cite a couple of examples to show the close
relationship between thought and language?

1) Analogy is a way of thinking. In language there are
metaphors and similes to reflect this way of thinking;

2) In Chinese, there is a small set of words termed as
quantifiers, many of which suggest the shape of the objects involved.
They reflect how the Chinese people look at objects.

15. How are language, culture and thought related ?

1) Language, culture and thought interact and interplay, each
influencing and shaping the other two; ‘

2) They are seen as three parts of a whole. No one can operate
independently. They are mixed together and can never be separated.
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Chapter Two
Words and Meaning

1. How would you define the term “word”?

1) In a sense, a word is an intuitively recognizable unit;

2) In speech, it is a sequence of sounds between pauses;

3) In writing, it is a sequence of letters between blanks;

4) In the textbook, “Language and Culture”, a dictionary entry
is treated as a “word”.

2.How would you define “meaning”? Can you explain the
following terms: conceptual meaning, connotative meaning, social
meaning, reflected meaning, affective meaning, and collocative
meaning ?

Meaning:

1) Meaning: There are several ways to define meaning. In the
textbook, “Language and Culture”, “meaning” is treated as the total
sum of several types of meaning, including the following meanings:

(1) conceptual;;

(2) connotative;

(3) social;

(4) affective;

(5) reflected;

(6) collocative; and

(7) thematic.

2) Connotative, social, affective, reflected, and collocative



