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Unit 1 Urban Transportation

eading

3 kground Information

During the last few years,China has modernized
its domestic air,train, and highway systems to meet

/ the influx and demands of foreign travelers.There

/ has been a vast improvement in ease of travel

/ throughout the country.

"What IF"
— by Yanli Zhong

Some small satirical incidences which may be true--- Well it would depend on what you
read for entertainment and twist them around.This can be called Murphy's Law of application,
for what can go wrong will go wrong in our world.

Good News!!!!Government experts believe they found a lost Hydrogen Bomb:--I know
exactly what you're thinking--- You didn't even know one was missing. Well, neither did L. It
seems in 1968 a plane went down, in the Atlantic, with the nuclear device. In 2001 the Air
force finally admitted to the accident but said it was probably harmless by now. Unfortunately,
they were wrong. It's high remissions of Radioactivity that were recently picked up by an clas-
sified anti-terrorism instrument measuring devices from inner-space. -

The authorities are now in a locker head as to what to do.They could sit on it and it might
just vanish over ”time or they could try to raise it from the dead files.

Either Hollywood scenario could result in what the administration is calling a"Mini-Con-
ventional Explosion".This little "Boom-Boom"could make the North-South-East Coast of
North America-:- well:+- er--- look:-- a large in-ground deep fish bowl. How big? Use your
imagination.

Real to exciting news for the wannabe "Captain Kirks," Richard Branson,owner of
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British Virgin Airlines, announced he is building seven of those fancy passengers' rockets to
travel into space. They will go approximately eighty miles straight up where you can see the
oval of the Earth. At one point during the ninety-minute flight you will experience weightless-
ness. Fares will start at $208,000. Unfortunately, meals and in-flight movies are extra: estimat-
ed price about $207,000.

"Well!No Way-Norway" is quickly becoming the slogan of European Travelers. Their se-
curity is so lax that a passenger attacked the Pilot, Co-Pilot and Stewardess with an Axe....
YES!--- an AXE!!

Rumor has it that the passenger walked through airport police checkpoints claiming he
was a professional Lumberjack.Once on board,the flight attendant noticed he was caressing the
weapon while whispering to it. She later commented,"I guess I should have alerted the Captain
to his peculiar behavior". The Head Stewardess said his quiet demeanor changed when she an-
nounced that they would be arriving thirty minutes late.He immediately went off his rocker.
He attacked the crew but with the help of the passengers, he was subdued.

"He tried to rationalize his behavior to the authorities by saying,"I finally got a date over
the Internet and being late might make her think I was "Fickle".

"How dare they embarrass me" was stated by Ms. Stevens as she filed a lawsuit against a
California Airline.

It seems the Plaintiff, a lightweight of 630lbs, was unable to relocate her bulk into one
airline seat and asked the attendant to remove the armrest so she could spread her wide girth
over two seats. She was informed that the new policy was, "If you need two seats you pay for
both of them."

Her suit is claiming emotional damage to her pride."They humiliated me in front of the
other customers” and added, "I left in tears and had to stop at Kentucky Fried Chicken to order
a twelve buckets with three side orders of mashed potatoes, just to calm myself."

Trains: P.K.P (Polish State Railroad) is suing one of its citizens for causing a train delay
by ﬁdir;g illegally, having not paid for a ticket.

The defendant was crossing the tracks against a red light and was smacked and carried by

the train for more than half a mile before they both came to a stop. It resulted in a two-hour as-
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sault in removing and locating him from the face of the locomotive and picking up his various
body parts flung in all direction adjacent to the tracks.

The now paralyzed victim was wheeled into court where he---

(A:Xiao Wang  B: Mr. Smith)

A: Good morning, Mr. Smith.
B: Hi, Ms. Wang, would you mind
giving me some help?

A: What do you need?

B: My friends and I want to see Forbid-

den City.I need a suggestion as to

the best way there.

A: Let's see:-- You can take the subway.

B: Subway? Where is it? I've never seen or been on it. Is it expensive?

A: It's not that expensive and it runs during the day and well into the evening. It's clean,
fast and somewhat comfortable. But it is crowded during the rush hours, but one leaves
every 5 minutes.

B: Needless to say, that the people here like to take the subway whenever possible.

A: Right on. Go down this street and at the second corner turn right and the station is just

around the corner, right opposite the Cineplex.

B: Thanks a million.

A: My pleasure.
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A: I hear China is the "Kingdom of

B: That's absolutely right. Cycling is a

|

(A: Adam Smith  B: Xiao Wang)

bikes". Does everybody ride a bike

here?

way of life in China.

A: Yes, that's it, exactly it. "Do as the

Chinese do in China. "So I bought
a 12-speed mountain bike last week.This has become my primary mode of transporta-
tion in China. I'm looking forward to that cycling trip around the countryside tomor-
row.

: Terrific! Cycling will increase your health.

A: Absolutely! I wish that the bike could become a preferred means of urban mobility in
the States.

: I hear that the U.S is the country that is engine driven, and the people are always on
wheels.

: That's no exaggeration. Wherever you go in the States, you'll see all kinds of drive-ins
as: drive-in restaurants, drive-in movies, drive-in weddings and divorces.

: Many people here seem to be envious of this American way of life. And now more and
more Chinese are trying to own a car.

: I wouldn't consider that a good thing. You know, too many cars will bring a destruc-
tion and we will not be able to repair it.

: That's true. The problem is that urban public transportation not very convenient. A few
cities have subway or light rail services and bus service.This is also one of the reasons

why people choose to own a car and live in the suburbs.
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111

(A: Xian Wang  B: Mr. Smith)

A: Have you traveled around China?

B: No,not much. But I've hit most of
the best sites in Beijing.

A: Do you think Beijing transportation
is efficient enough?

B: Yes, and no. I think the Beijing sub-
way is up there with the others I

have been on. I nearly always travel by tube, because it's fast and comfortable. But I

think the buses need to be improved particularly for that short jaunt.

A: But don't you think our buses are rather slow?

>

> o> W

: Yes, I do, particularly during the rush hours. All the roads become parking lots, or the

entrance to a toll booth and there are no bus lanes.

: When you're in a hurry, the best way to travel in Beijing is by subway. Taxis get held

up in traffic jams, and besides, the fares are quite high.

: Are the traveling facilities good in the rest of China?

: Well, we've got the railways that connect all our major cites. Rail has provided a very

important service and link for the public, industry and commerce.

: What about roads? You know like what we have back home Interstates Highways?
: Well, they are getting better at it.
: How about the internal air services in China?

: That is as important as our rail and road transport systems. What's more, our interna-

tional air services are top-notch. Beijing airport is starting to become the travelers'

destination so everything is improving.

: What about sea travel?
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A: As one of the biggest trading nations,China's seafaring traditions have always been
great. Although sea travel has diminished in importance,some people still prefer trav-
eling by cruise ship for as you stated relaxing and all that fresh air.

B: What you said is true. You seem to know a lot about transportation in China.

A: Thanks. I like this kind of information you can say, my hobby.

1. Role play.

Work in pairs;compose dialogues on the following situation by using as many sen-
tences as possible.

Step I :Fill in the blanks with expressions from the previous pages.

Hints:

(D Thave amap «+eeeveereerneesanen hotel to Disneyland.
@Goto ..................... fULD <+ v +s-nesseean--esouth.
€) RETSTrTrpero at the Sth Avenue and ---«-«---=ceeeeeee at 6th Street.
(@ Take that freeway «+-crooeeeeeeees highway 101 <oeeereerenneennes see I-5.
® Now, just keep going +++++«+-++s++ miles until you see -+« s+ essesarsnes exit.
(® Why don't you drive, and .............cc.oeeeeereriereennnnnen. i
@ Your sense of direCtion i§ =+« -« -«=«=+=rseserrnes .Ineed -----+---------right or left.
It's hopeless. I'M sure «+-=ereereeeeenenenieninnies .

(® Wait a minute! We - +--+--+-+----- intersection! I Know «+-+++-++-- we can take.

@ Is there ANY WAY =+ +eeerresrennensisnmnninintiiait et here?

ADIm ---ovvveremeiiiieiii i e eeeoes but walt,

O It's a quiet road. But we'll go through «««-+++eeeeeeeveenn. that'll ----c-eee e extra.
A0 SO it's =+rreerrrrererencennians ?
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@ You've still GOL +++evsvereesnniuiceiniiianinas t0 spare.

(@8 John is getting his =« +++s-sevemeerinerieiiiiin e station.
A9 What Kind of -+ «+-v=reeareverrrrererieriineseinnas want?

@D Thisis @ -vrreerevessne and it's the fArst e rererrersrmssniiiiiniiiin, it.

Step Il :Suppose you are a new comer to the United States, and you are going to Disneyland.
But you don't know how to get there. Write a conversation.
Example:
A:Good moming, Mr. Smith. Can I help you? It seems to me that you need some assis-
tance.
B:Yes. Please. ['ve planed to go to Disneyland but my friend told me that he had some-
thing urgent to do. I'm wondering how I can manage in getting there?

A:

2.Look at the following picture and try to tell us a story.You can use some of the follow-

ing words.

traffic regulation, guide post, traffic light, automatic traffic signal light

traffic post, traffic police, single line, crosswalk, artery traffic, through trafﬂc,
; tWo—way traffic, cyclists only, one way only, narrow road, slippery whet‘l‘v}éi,

rough road, cross road, no through traffic, road works, hit-and-run driver, crowded

conditions, jam-packed with people, overwhelm, give way, careless pedestnan,

‘ ”careless driving, safety. first crash, run over.




