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1. Checkers Speech
—— by Richard Nixon®
(September 23, 1952)
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My fellow Americans, I come before you tonight as a
candidate for the vice presidency and as a man whose ho-
nesty and integrity have been questioned.

I have a theory, too, that the best and only answer
to 2 smear® or to an honest misunderstanding® of the facts

is to tell the truth. And that’s why I’ m here tonight. I
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want to tell you my side of the case. | am sure that you
have read the charge® and you’ve heard that I, Senator
Nixon, took $ 18,000 from a group of my supporters.

I suggest to Governor Sherman Adams, who is the
chief of staff of the Dwight Eisenhower campaign, that an
independent audit® and legal report be obtained. And I
have that audit here in my hand.

It’s an audit made by the Price, Waterhouse & Co.
Firm, ® and based on all the pertinent laws and statues,
together with the audit report prepared by the certified
public accountants.®“It is our conclusion that Senator
Nixon did not obtain any financial collection and dis-
bursement® of the fund by Dana Smith; that Senator
Nixon did not violate any Federal or state law® by reason

of the operation of the fund, and that neither the portion
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of the fund paid by Dana Smith directly to third persons
nor the portion paid to Senator Nixon to reimburse® him
for designated office expenses constituted income to the
Senator which was either reportable or taxable as income
under a;.)p]icable tax laws. (signed) Gibson. Dunn &
Crutcher by Alma H. Conway.”

Now that, my friends, is not Nixon speaking, but
that’s an independent audit which was requested because
1 want the American people to know all the facts and I’ m
not afraid of having independent people go in and check
the facts, and that is exactly what they did.

I worked my way through college and to a great ex-
tent through law school. And then, in 1940, probably the
best thing that ever happened to me happened, 1 married
Pat, who is sitiing over here. We had a rather difficult
time after we were married, like so many of the young
couples who may be listening to us. I practiced law; she

continued to teach school. Then in 1942 I went into the
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service. © Let me say that my service record was not a
particularly unusual one. 1 went to the South Pacific. I
guess 1’ m entitled to a couple of battle stars. I got a
couple of letters of commendation® but I was just there
when the bombs were falling and then I returned.

I returned to the United States and in 1946 I ran for the
Congress. 1 have received a total in this past six years of
$ 1600 from estates which were in my law firm at the time
that I severed my connection with it. And, incidentally, as [
said before, I have not engaged in any legal practice and
have not accepted any fees from business that came into the
firm after I went into politics.® 1 have made an average of
approximately $ 1500 a year from nonpolitical speaking en-
gagements and lectures. And then, fortunately, we've in-
herited a little money. We live rather modestly.® For four

years we lived in an apartment in Park Faifax, in Alexan-
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dria, Virginia. The rent was $ 80 a month. And we saved
for the time that we could buy a house.

Now, that was what we took in. What did we do
with this money? What do we have today to show for it?
This will surprise you, because it is so little, I suppose,
as standards generally go, of people in public life. First
of all, we’ ve got a house in Washington which cost
$ 41,000 and on which we owe $20,000. We have a
house in Whittier, California, which cost $ 13,000 and
on which we owe $3,000. My folks are living there at
the present time. I have just $ 4,000 in life insurance,
plus my G. I. policy,® which I’ ve never been able to
convert and which will run out in two years. I have no life
insurance whatever on Pat. I own a 1950 Oldsmobile®
car. We have our fumiture. We have no stocks and bonds
of any type. We have no interest of any kind, direct or

indirect, in any business.
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Now, that’s what we have. It isn’t very much but
Pat and I have the satisfaction that every dime® that

we’ ve got is honestly ours.
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2. Inaugural Address

~———by John F. Kennedy®
(January 20, 1961)
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We observe today not a victory of party but a cele-
bration of freedom, symbolizing an end as well as a begin-

ning, signifying renewal as well as change. For I have



