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General Informé
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. he Temple of Heaven (Tiantan in
T Chinese), situated in southern Bei-
jing, used to house ceremonies of emperors
of the Ming and Qing Dynasties worship-
ping heaven and praying for harvest. This ¢
typical altar temple, more important than
other three major temples, i.e., Ditan
(Altar to the Earth), Ritan (Altar to the
Sun) and Yuetan (Altar to the Moon), re-
mains to be the largest existing ancient sac-
rificial structures across the world.

According to Historical Records, Jian
Di, mother of the ancestor of Shang Dy-
nasty, became pregnant after eating a bird
egg. Jiang Yuan, mother of ancestor of
Zhou Dynasty, was pregnant as she stamped
on the footsteps of a giant. Mother of the
forefather of Qing Dynasty gave birth to
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him after she ate a bird egg. And the father
of Liu Bang, the first emperor of Han Dy-
nasty, turned out to be a dragon.

As was shown on the Historical Records
of Ming Dynasty, mother of Zhu Yuanzhang,
the first emperor of Ming Dynasty, dreamed
of God conferring her a pill, shining on her
palm. She could even smell the fragrance after
taking the pill. When giving birth to Zhu
Yuanzhang, the room being overflowed with
red light. Upon seeing this, the neighborhood
rushed to help thinking it was fire. They ran
to find that the baby was born.

According to the Historical Records of
Qing Dynasty, mother of Qing ancestor be-
came pregnant for she ate a kind of red
fruits. And the mother of Nurhachi, (founder
of Later Jin, predecessor of the Qing Dy-
nasty) gave birth to him after 13 — month
pregnancy.

All these stories intended to tell people
that emperors are born holy, being ordained
by heaven. Zhu Yuanzhang, the first em-
peror of Ming Dynasty, said, “Heaven and
Earth are the parents of an emperor.”As the
son of Heaven, the emperor must hold sac-

rificial ceremonies, reporting situation of
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the country to heaven and praying for a good
harvest. Then, the Temple of Heaven came
into being.

The Temple of Heaven, its structure or
color, clearly demonstrates the imperial
prowess of the ancient emperors and the
importance of Heaven in administering the
state in ancient times. It is known to all for
the unique architectural characteristics.

The construction of the group of archi-
tectural structures began in the fourth year
of Emperor Yongle’ s reign, and was com-
pleted 14 years later. Sacrificial ceremonies
usually took place on the Spring Equinox,
Summer Solstice and Winter Solstice, pray-
ing for good harvest and rain and worship-
ping Heaven respectively.

Covering an area of 273 hectares, or one
fourth of the whole Chongwen District, the
Temple of Heaven is three times larger than
the Forbidden City. In shape of the Chinese
character Hui, the Temple of Heaven is di-
vided into two parts by walls. Square in the
south and round in north, the walls sym-
bolize the round heaven and square earth.
The inner part of the Temple of Heaven

consists of Palace of Abstinence, Circular
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