Environment and
Society

Human Perspectives on
Environmental Issues

Sixth Edition

Charles Harper and
Monica Snowden

39a311Ln0Y




www.routledge.com/9781138206496

ISBN 978-1-138-20648-9

ey R

781138 206489

www.routledge.com e an informa business

3903 UN0Y

Taylor & Francis Group




Sixth
Edition

ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY
Charles Harper and Monica Snowden




Environment and
Society

Human Perspectives on
Environmental Issues

SIXTH EDITION

CHARLES L. HARPER
CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY
MONICA SNOWDEN
WAYNE STATE COLLEGE

Routledge
Taylor & Francis Group
EW ONDON



First published 2017 [Fifth edition published 2012]
by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

and by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2017 Taylor & Francis

The right of Charles Harper and Monica Snowden to be identified as authors of this work has been
asserted by them in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act
1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilized in any form or by
any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopy-
ing and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered trademarks, and are
used only for identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Names: Harper, Charles L., author.

Title: Environment and society : human perspectives on environmental issues / Charles L. Harper,
Creighton University, Monica Snowden, Wayne State College.

Description: Sixth edition. | New York, NY : Routledge, 2017.

Identifiers: LCCN 2016037052 ISBN 9781138206489 (hardcover : alk. paper) |

ISBN 9781138206496 (pbk. : alk. paper) | ISBN 9781315463254 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: Human ecology. | Environmental policy. | Environmentalism.

Classification: LCC GF41 .H383 2017 | DDC 304.2/8-dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016037052

ISBN: 978-1-138-20648-9 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-1-138-20649-6 (pbk)
ISBN: 978-1-315-46325-4 (ebk)

Typeset in Bembo Std
by Cenveo Publisher Services

Visit the eResources: www.routledge.com/9781138206496



Environment and
Society

The sixth edition of Environment and Society continues to connect issues about human
societies, ecological systems, and environments with data and perspectives from different
fields. The text looks at the environment from a primarily sociological viewpoint

and is designed for courses in Environmental Sociology and Environmental Issues in
departments of Sociology, Environmental Studies, Anthropology, Political Science, and
Human Geography. Clearly defined terms and theories help quickly acquaint students
from various backgrounds with the material.

Every chapter of the sixth edition has been significantly revised with new research,
data, concepts, and ideas. Also new to this edition, the end of each chapter features
review questions, as well as additional examples and conceptual questions that help make
macro-micro links between large-scale issues and lived experiences.

Charles Harper is Professor Emeritus of Sociology at Creighton University in Omaha,
Nebraska. A member of the faculty since 1968, he has developed and taught numerous
courses in the sociology department. Dr. Harper’s teaching and scholarly interests
involve the study of social change, globalization, the sociology of religion, social theory,
and environmental sociology. He has published papers in a variety of academic journals.

Monica Snowden is Professor of Sociology at Wayne State College in rural Nebraska.
Dr. Snowden earned her Ph.D. from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She has

been teaching environmental sociology for nearly 20 years. Her research interests and
publications are in the areas of environmental sociology, social inequalities and theory,
teaching pedagogy, and most recently, barriers to access to health care.



Since its first edition, Harper and Snowden’s Envitonment and Society has served as the
core text in my Environmental Sociology course. It offers an essential, comprehensive
and enduring foundation of relevant theory and subject areas in the field. The book
lends itself well to interdisciplinary units of study that are easily customized and
expanded upon with supplemental material and which students across disciplines are
sure to find relevant and engaging.

Heidi Renate Ballard, Associate Professor, Department of Sociology,

Criminology and Justice Studies, Otterbein University

Harper and Snowden provide lucid, comprehensive coverage of the complex
interconnections between the natural environment and the human social world. By
deftly incorporating both natural and social scientific ideas and data, their analysis of
environmental issues provides an especially valuable contribution to this vital area of
study.
Angela G. Mertig, Professor, Sociology and Anthropology,
Middle Tennessee State University

Environment and Society, Sixth Edition, is an accessible and engaging foundational text for
students in environmental studies. With their inclusion of approaches from both natural
and social sciences, Harper and Snowden provide excellent content on contemporary
environmental issues, from climate change and population growth to globalization and
sustainability.
Patricia Stapleton, Assistant Professor, Social Science &
Social Policy, Worcester Polytechnic Institute
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PREFACE

Environment and Society: Human Perspectives on Environmental Issues is intended to provide
students and interested readers with an introduction to environmental issues. More
specifically, it is about human connections and impacts on the environment—and vice
versa. There are many specialized research reports and monographs about particular
environmental topics and issues, but this book is intended to be an integrative vehicle
for many different human and environmental issues.

Stimulated by the enormous growth of interest in environmental issues and problems
in higher education, our own classes have a yeasty mix of students from biology,
environmental science, the social sciences, and others from education, philosophy, and
marketing. We have tried to write a book that is at least understandable to them all.
Perceptive readers will note that in some places the book alternates between more
elementary and advanced discussion. That is deliberate, because social science students
know some things that natural science students do not, and vice versa. This book
discusses blocks of material that incorporate contemporary environmental concerns,
controversies, and discourses. A pervasive theme is that people and scholars bring very
different intellectual views (paradigms) to the understanding of human—environmental
issues. We think that these different views are not ultimately irreconcilable, but if you do
not like attention given to different points of view, this is probably not the book for you.

The sixth edition is different from earlier editions because it has been significantly
revised by introducing new research and data, concepts and ideas. The chapter topics
are organized the same as the previous editions. But here is the layout of the chapters
and the primary updates: Chapter One introduces basic concepts about environments,
ecosystems, and human social systems, and various ways that people have understood and
interacted with their biophysical environment. It examines how human—environment
relations have come to be understood and studied by social scientists, and ends with a
summary of the driving forces of human activity that impact the biophysical environment.
In this edition, an environmental justice frame is introduced in this chapter as it is an
organizing theme and referenced throughout the text. Chapter Two is an overview of the
human “footprint” on the planet, which discusses some resources, resource depletion, and
pollution issues. It has been significantly updated with new data on soil and land pressures,
water scarcity and quality concerns, and pollution problems, including e-waste, recent
data on air emissions, and concerns related to animal wastes and pollution. It includes case
studies that address transboundary water conflicts, as well as the Flint water crisis in the
United States. Chapter Three is about climate change and ozone depletion. Also, newly
introduced to this edition are the ideas and concerns associated with planetary boundaries
and the era of the Anthropocene. Chapter Three has been the most extensively revised to
incorporate the most recent scientific understandings of the problem, points of continued
misunderstanding and conflict, and the contribution sociology can make to understanding
climate change adaptation and mitigation outcomes and policies. Importantly, it provides a
thorough discussion of global climate diplomacy leading up to the Paris Climate Summit
and the agreement it produced.
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Chapter Four is about the energy systems that underlie all human economic
activity, and the prospects for their transformation in the near future. In addition to
updating energy trends more broadly, this edition includes new discussions over extreme
fossil fuel production, notably hydraulic fracturing (fracking) and the Canadian tar/
oil sands. It also provides updated information on advances in renewable energy and
the development of smart grids. Chapter Five is about human population growth
with special reference to food issues. It also has been updated with newer data about
population growth, urbanization and growth of mega-cities, and global migration
trends. Notably, the growing number of formally recognized refugees and internally
displaced persons, as well as the growing number of persons worldwide displaced by
environmental and climate change induced impacts—informally referred to as climate
or environmental refugees. Chapter Six examines globalization and the prospects for
more sustainable human—environment relations from several contemporary perspectives.
It has been updated with new understandings and research on globalization, and global
and domestic (mainly the US) inequality, as well as updated on trends and research on
sustainability. It includes a new discussion of the growing body of research that shows a
decoupling of economic growth and human well-being from energy use, introducing
a new measure, the carbon intensity of well-being. Chapter Seven is about economic
markets and politics. Upon reviewer recommendations it has been revised to better
highlight the role of economic markets and market tools in driving environmental
problems, and in policy developed to remedy them. As such, it includes a new discussion
of environmental economics and ecological economics as frames for environmental
decision making and policy. Also new to this chapter is a discussion of stranded assets,
and how variations in the organizational structure of companies (large parent company
with many subsidiaries vs. a smaller parent company with fewer subsidiaries) and how
state environmental policy influences pollution trends. It also provides a critique of the
business-as-usual economic policies and market tools used to address environmental
problems, and promising market and political strategies to transition to a low carbon
sustainable society.

Finally, Chapter Eight is about environmentalism in regard to ideology and
action, and environmental social movements. It has been updated with theories and
research on environmental and anti-environmental movement organizing, as well
as recent research that looks at the strategies and successes of grassroots, national,
and international environmental movement organizations. It also includes new
public opinion research on environmental problems, especially in regard to climate
change.

To make this a more user-friendly book, each chapter is followed by some review
questions, and some questions and issues that attempt to help you make macro—micro
links between large-scale issues and the lives of persons (Personal Connections). These
personal connections are not review questions that summarize chapter content, but
opportunities for dialogue between the book and its readers and between readers. They
may be points of departure for discussion and argumentation. At the end of each chapter,
there are some sources (both print and electronic) for further exploration of each topic
(they also have been updated).You will also see web links embedded in each chapter as
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they relate to specific topics. There is a glossary at the end of the book that defines social
and environmental terms used that you may not be familiar with.

It is only fair that you have an idea of what kind of book you are going to be
reading and how it is organized. It is about environmental problems themselves, but it
has a social science perspective, and even more specifically, a sociological perspective. Thus, it
will be more concerned with how these problems relate to human behavior, culture,
and social institutions. The book also examines suggestions for changing the human—
environment relationship to a more “sustainable” environment, society, and world order.
Finally, it is important for you to know that this book will provide a broad overview
that focuses more on the interconnections among a variety of issues rather than on any
particular issue in great depth. Many other books and research papers provide in-depth
coverage of specific topics.

Both of us are sociologists by training and our outlook on environmental issues
is informed by environmental sociology, which is a subdiscipline that has developed
rapidly over the last 40 years. Even so, no single scholarly discipline has a corner on truth
about such a multifaceted and important topic. We have therefore attempted to give
attention to the work and perspectives of economists, political scientists, anthropologists,
geographers, and policy analysts as they address environmental and ecological issues.
That makes this book as more of a social science work than a narrow treatise about
environmental sociology. But of these fields, the book will draw most heavily on
environmental sociology and economics.

SCIENCE, VALUES, AND LANGUAGE

We have tried to write an objective book about the human causes of and reactions
to environmental problems and issues. But the book will not ignore scholarly or
public controversy and disagreement. It addresses some outrageously difficult and
multidimensional issues as reasonably as possible but—obviously—will not do so
to everyone’s liking. Like all good social science or indeed, all good science of

any kind, sooner or later it connects objective “facts” with things that people find
important (values), and with criteria for making normative choices among them.
As Thomas Dietz put it while speaking about the prospects for a new “human
ecology”:

We must become a normative as well as a positive science. | don’t mean that human
ecologists, as scientists, need continually to be engaged in advocacy. | do mean
that we must use our analytical skills to develop arguments for the proper criteria for
making decisions. We must help individuals and collectivities make better decisions
by offering methods for handling value problems.

(1996/1997: 50)

There is, in truth, no completely value-free social science or any other kind of science.
So, the book will talk about facts and data, but it also exhibits our own values, hopes,
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and fears about the human predicament. Charlie, for instance, contends that it is
impossible (and undesirable) to eliminate one’s own opinions and values from scholarly
work. But they should be labeled as such, you will see a lot of “we think ...” statements
in front of those places where it is likely not all would agree. As it turns out, we (Charlie
and Monica) agree on most of these issues, but in a few places you may see an “I”
statement and then one of us will be identified.

It’s fair to warn you that you will be reading a book that details a lot of bad news
about human—environment interactions. R eading sustained fare about problems can be
very depressing and can generate fatalism. But it is also important to note that we find
some compelling reasons for hope (if not optimism) about the possibilities for a more
positive future. Those reasons occur mainly in the later chapters of the book, so if what
you read initially depresses you, read on. The book moves, after the early chapters, from
the more physical to the more social dimensions of environmental issues, and from the
more depressing litany of facts and problems to examining some possibilities for positive
change. I (Charlie) discovered in writing the book, somewhat to my surprise, that if [ am
a pessimist, I am a hopeful one.

It also should be mentioned that the first five editions of this book were written
by Charlie. Monica is just coming on board with the sixth edition. Charlie sought to
write the book in an informal and unpretentious style. Hopefully, this tone has been
maintained in the sixth edition.
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