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Practical English Test For Colleges

Level A
Test One

Part | Listening Comprehension (15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your listening ability. It consists of 3 sections.

Section A

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short dialogues. There are 5
recorded dialogues in it . After each dialogue, there is a recorded question. Both
the dialogues and questions will be spoken only once. When you hear a question ,
you should decide on the correct answer from the 4 choices marked A), B), C)
and D) given in your test paper. Then you should mark the corresponding letter

on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Example: You will hear: W: Are you catching the 13:15 flight to New York?
M: No. Ill leave this evening.
Q: What are the two persons talking about?

You will read: A) New York City.
B) An evening party.
C) An air trip.
D) The man’s job.
From the dialogue we learn that the man is to take a flight to New York. Therefore, C)
an air trip is the correct answer. You should mark C) on the Answer Sheet with a single line

through the centre. Now the test will begin .

1. A) At a supermarket. C) At a bar.

B) At a bakery. D) At a restaurant.
2. A) The man is a little bossy.

B) The woman is too simple to give the advice.

C) Life is never simple.

D) Tom is difficult to deal with.
3. A) Manager and secretary.

B) Boss and candidate.



C) Company representative and candidate.

D) Employer and employee.

4. A) Finish his homework. C) Write an English letter.
B) Set up a company. D) Help Mr. Smith with some work.
5. A) A waitress. B) A dentist. C) A tailoress. D) A cook.
Section B

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short conversations. There are 2
recorded conversations in it. After each conversation, there are some recorded
questions. Both the conversations and questions will be spoken two times. When
you hear a question , you should decide on the correct answer from the 4 choices
marked A), B), C) and D) given in your test paper. Then you should mark the

corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Conversation 1

6. A) Find a job. C) Visit his friend.
B) Rent a room. D) Find a co-renter.

7. A) The man must live alone. C) The man mustn’t smoke.
B) The man must pay the rent in time. D) The man mustn’t cook.

8. A) Because the room is not ready.
B) Because the man’s friend has been out.
C) Because she has to discuss the matter with her husband.

D) Because she is having a meal.

Conversation 2

9. A) Nothing at all. C) His business is facing challenge.
B) He is out of work. D) His bread is taken away.
10. A) She suggests that Jim take some measures.
B) She suggests that Jim put the new supermarket to some troubles.
C) She suggests that Jim build a shop opposite the new supermarket.
D) She suggests that Jim find a part-time job.

Section C

Directions: This section is to test your ability to comprehend short passages. You will hear a
recorded passage. After that you will hear five questions. Both the passage and
the questions will be spoken two times. When you hear a question, you should



11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

complete the answer to it with a word or a short phrase. The incomplete answers
are printed in your test paper. You should write your answer on the Answer Sheet
correspondingly. Now the passage will begin.

They are the , and paramedic (BT 2 ) departments.
Because they are

It may mean the difference between and

They can dial or .

They should speak , , and

Part I Structure (15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your ability to construct grammatically correct sentences. It

consists of 2 sections.

Section A

Directions: In this section , there are 7 incomplete sentences numbered 16 to 22. You are re-

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

quired to complete each one by deciding on the most appropriate word or words
from the 4 choices marked A), B), C) and D). Sentences 23 to 25 have 4 parts
underlined and marked A), B), C) and D). You are to identify the one that
needs correction. Then you should mark the corresponding letter on the Answer
Sheet with a single line through the centre .

Suddenly I saw a mouse running the door.

A) out from behind C) out behind from

B) behind out from D) from behind out

They are very thankful what you have given them.

A) by B) at C) for D) of

When we were children, we were told that the moon round the earth.
A) moved B) move C) had moved D) moves

It is important that we politely to those who are superior to us but also to
those who are inferior.

A) might speak  B) will speak C) shall speak D) should speak

Alice told me that she preferred singing .

A) to dancing C) to dance

B) than dancing D) for dancing
He is the only one of the students the truth.
A) who know B) who knows C) that know D) that knowing



22.

23.

24.

25.

, the mountain looks like an elephant.
A) Having seen from a distance
B) Seeing from a distance
C) Having been seen from a distance
D) Seen from a distance

Scarcely had they settled themselves in their seats in the theatre while the curtain went

B C
up.
D
The natives, who were used to get most of their living from the sea, seldom if ever ven-
A B C
tured inland to search for food.
D
The officials object to them to wear long dresses for the inaugural (HEER{E %) at the
A B C D

country club.

Section B
Directions: There are 10 incomplete sentences here. You should fill in each blank with the

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33.

34.
35.

proper form of the word given in the brackets. Write the word or words in the
corresponding space on the Answer Sheet .

As a matter of fact, she (regard) as an expert at that time.

We insist that Jack (admit) to hospital immediately.

The concert (begin) when we got there.

I appreciated (have) the opportunity to study abroad two years ago.

To those school children, twenty miles (be) a long way to walk.

If he (follow) the doctor’s advice, he would be all right now.

Not until (twenty) century were cigarettes an important threat to public
health. .

Computers in your home will (able) you to answer questions about your
health.

He suggested (take) the children to the zoo. But we didn’t agree.

Another development was the ___ (apply) of new technologies to industrial
tasks.

Part [ Reading Comprehension (40 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your reading ability. There are 5 tasks for you to fulfill. You

should read the reading materials carefully and do the tasks as you are instructed .



Task 1

Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find 5 questions numbered 36
through 40 . For each question there are 4 choices marked A), B), C), and D).
You should make the correct choice and mark the corresponding letter on the An-

swer Sheet with a single line through the centre .

One way to detect parents’ influence in people is to look at age. Perrett’s team presented
male and female student with computer-generated (2 i+ B HALEEH) images of average faces
of the opposite sex at different stages of life and asked them to rate each face in terms of attrac-
tiveness. The students were also asked to answer questions about their parents — including
their parents’ ages.

What Perrett found was students who were born when their parents were older than 30
overwhelmingly (45K Z$() preferred older faces. Students whose parents were younger when
they were born selected younger faces as more attractive. Those with older parents, Perrett
said, “were less impressed by youth.”

Perrett’s colleague Anthony Little, also of St. Andrews University, has since followed up
with another study looking at hair and eye color. His results show that people generally prefer
faces with the same eye and hair color as their parent of the opposite sex (as in a woman’s father
or a man’s mother) .

One way to more accurately test whether our parents’ looks influence our attraction to oth-
ers would be to test adopted children to learn if they preferred features in their adopted or birth
parents. Perrett says this could offer more definitive (BJ5HI, REMER) results, but he hasn’t

yet been able to do such extensive tests.

36. For what did Perrett’s team make his research?
A) They wanted to discover how people were influenced by their parents.
B) They wanted to find out the influence of parents’ ages in people.
C) They would rate the attractiveness of parents’ faces.
D) They studied parents’ influence of opposite sex in people.
37. What does “to rate each face in terms of attractiveness” in Para. 1 mean?
A) To tell the attractive features of each face.
B) To decide which faces are more attractive.
C) To find the more attractive stages of life from each face.
D) To guess the age of each face according to attractiveness.
38. What did Perrett’s team find in the study?
A) Students did not like the faces of the same sex.

B) Younger students preferred younger faces, while those older preferred older ones.



C) Students were less impressed by the faces of those with younger parents.
D) Students’ idea on attractiveness depended mainly on their parents’ age when they were
born.
39. Why has the study with adopted children not been made?
A) Perrett doesn’t mention it.
B) They haven’t got enough financial help.
C) They haven’t been able to go so far.
D) They haven’t found appropriate adopted children.
40. Which of the following can’t we learn from this passage?
A) Perrett is from St. Andrews University.
B) Anthony Little made his study after Perrett.
C) A man would prefer the same eye and hair color as in his mother.

D) Perrett used computer-generated images because of their clearness.

Task 2
Directions: This task is the same as Task 1. The 5 questions are numbered 41 through 45 .

The Graduate Record Examinations (GRE * ) General Test is an admission test for appli-
cants to graduate schools. Under the administration (¥, 4% ) of the Educational Testing
Service(ETS), the test is sponsored by the Graduate Record Examinations Board. The GRE *
is a computer-adaptive test (CAT), and consists of three scored sections: One 30-minute, 30-
question “Verbal Ability” (vocabulary and reading) section; One 45-minute, 28-question
“Quantitative Ability” (math) section; One 60-minute, 35-question “Analytical Ability”
(games and arguments) section. In addition, there may be a marketing survey, or one or two
experimental sections, which can be Verbal, Quantitative, or Analytical.

As of October 2002, the “Analytical Ability” section will be replaced with an Analytical
Writing Assessment (AWA). The AWA will be virtually identical to the GRE * Writing As-
sessment Test, which is currently given separately from the GRE * General Test. The AWA
will consist of two writing tasks: a 45-minute essay in which you present your viewpoint on a
particular issue; and a 30-minute essay in which you analyze an argument.

Each of the three sections is scored on a scale of 200 to 800. The average scores for the
GRE * are about 470 for Verbal, 570 for Quantitative, and 540 for Analytical.

Schools vary tremendously in the weights they place on the different factors in the admis-
sion process, so be sure to contact the specific schools to which you are applying in order to de-
termine their unique requirements. Some programs weight GRE * scores very heavily, and/or
have a minimum score for applicants, while other programs consider GRE scores more of a for-
mality (JE3X). It is important to note that your GRE * scores are a major factor in determining
your eligibility (G5 ; %#&) for financial aid.

6



41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

How is the section of marketing survey scored if there is one?

A) It is scored on a scale of 200 to 800.

B) It is scored according to the number of correct choices.

C) It is not mentioned in the passage.

D) The average score for marketing survey is 470, 570 and 540.

Why is the applicant suggested contacting the school to which he is applying?

A) Because the school places great weight on GRE scores.

B) Because it is important for applying for financial aid.

C) Because the school might not take GRE scores seriously.

D) Because the school might have specific factors in the admission process.

What can be inferred about the GRE test since October 20027

A) Its section of “Analytical Ability” will be replaced with “Analytical Writing Assess-
ment” .

B) Its section of “Analytical Writing Assessment” will be given separately from the general
test.

C) The score for its section of Analytical Writing Assessment is 540.

D) The test will pay more attention to writing abilities.

What does “a computer-adaptive test” mean?

A) GRE test is a computer-based test.

B) Computers monitor the test.

C) The test is adjusted to computers.

D) The test-takers must know computer technology.

Which of the following cannot be concluded according to this passage?

A) The GRE general test is a multiple-choice (ZIi%EFE) test.

B) The GRE test will include Analytical Writing Assessment since October 2002.

C) The GRE test after October 2002 will last 150 minutes.

D) Your eligibility for a scholarship is mainly decided by your GRE scores.

Task 3
Directions: The following is a passage about Hong Kong . After reading it , you should com-

plete the information by filling in the blanks marked 46 through 50 in the table be-

low.

Situated at the south-eastern tip of China, Hong Kong is ideally positioned at the center of

East Asia, one of the world’s most dynamic regions. With a total area of 1,100 square kilome-

ters, it covers Hong Kong Island, the Kowloon Peninsula and the New Territories, including

235 small islands. Hong Kong has no natural resources, except a deep-water harbor and a hard-

7



working and well-educated population. A hardworking, flexible and well-educated workforce
(353877) of 3.4 million is the base of Hong Kong’s prosperity.

Described as a ‘barren rock’ 150 years ago, Hong Kong has since grown into a world-class
financial, trading and business center. It is the world’s 9th largest trading economy. Hong
Kong advocates and practices free trade. Its taxes are low and simple. Its economy is backed by
a government policy of maximum support and minimum interference. Hong Kong is used by
multi-national companies as a regional base to manage their businesses in the Asia Pacific. This
is reflected in Hong Kong’s trade with the region, which grew at an average annual rate of 16%
since 1980 and reached US$ 233 billion in 1999.

Hong Kong has a trusted legal system and an independent judiciary ( ®]&:#$l), which
ensures that the rule of law is supported and that no one is above the law. Hong Kong became a
Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China on 1 July 1997, after a century
and a half of British administration. Under Hong Kong’s constitutional (ZE#:f#) document the
Basic Law, the existing economic, legal and social systems will be maintained for at least 50

years after 1997.

46. One of the regions full of activities:

47. The government’s policy toward Hong Kong:
and

48. Hong Kong’s resources:

49. Hong Kong is known as one of the world’s

50. Hong Kong has a shamed history of about

Task 4

Directions: The following is the different editions of Yangtze Evening Post. After reading
it, you are required to find the Chinese equivalents in the table below. Then you
should put the corresponding letters in the brackets, numbered 51 through 55 .

A — Sports
B — Finance & Economy
C — Stocks & Securities
D — Real Property
E — Southern Jiangsu
F — Securities Weekly
G — Focus
H — Weekend Service
8



[ — News Online

J — Special Digest

K — Classified Advertisement
L — Computer Correspondence
M — Auto Times

N — Health

O — Music & Film

P — Education

Q — TV Guide

R — Supplement

S — Talent Market

T — English News

U — News Network

Example: (N) @58 (1) it SHEL

51. () KB "E ¢ ) &R

52. () AT H T4 () RERRK
53. () AAmsg () &-H
54. () B M () —RAuEss
55. () ARRSE () ELHHE

Task 5
Directions: The following is a five-day report. After reading it, you are required to answer
the 5 questions (No. 56 through No. 60) that follow. You should write your

answers in not more than 3 words on the Answer Sheet correspondingly .

Five Days Report

Today Tomorrow Wednesday Thursday | Friday

A mix of | Partial cloudiness early, | Scattered Thun- | Periods of Mostly
clouds and | with scattered showers. | derstorms. light rain. | cloudy,
sun. PM Thunderstorms. periods of
Winds Winds W at 5 to 10 rain.

light and | mph. Chance of rain
variable. 50% .




56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

High: 86 | High: 79 High: 73 High: 70 | High: 65 |
Low: 56 Low: 55 Low: 57 Low: 54 Low: 54
Night: Night: Variable clouds | Night: Cloudy. Night: Night:
Partly with a chance of thun- | Light wind. Light Light
cloudy derstorms. rain. rain.
skies. Low near 55F. Low near | Low near
Low Winds NW at 5 to 54. 54.

56F. 10mph. Light

Winds Chance of rain 50% . wind.

light and | Rainfall near half an

variable. inch.

Which is the day of the biggest temperature difference?

Which days have thunderstorms?

Which day is the only day with sunshine?

How is the rainfall on Tuesday?

How is the temperature going according to the report?

Part V Translation — English to Chinese (25 minutes)

Directions: This part, numbered 61 through 65, is to test your ability to translate English to

61

Chinese . After each of the sentences numbered 61 to 64 , you will read four choic-
es of suggested translation. You should choose the best translation and mark the
corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet . And for the paragraph numbered 65,
write your translation in the corresponding space on the Translation /Composition
Sheet .

. While modern women are able to support themselves, and do not need men for their mon-

ey, still they want to get married.

A) BRI AR B L, A ERENRMIKBE A, B AT EEIE,

B) ML HERES A L 20, AT EBE A v i1E4. HBEANESERBIE S
10



62.

63.

64.

65.

%O
C) FEEIRLHRRAN, MITAHEEE AN, BHITIREELRE,
D) B LML, IR EREED AR, B 1R T ELES,
Only with a new human resource measures introduced will Mr. Forbes be able to regain the

control of the company.

A) BEEFTH R LRI N B, WA A A R &R R AR,

B) HAGIHFWANTRERpE:, B EEAEEFEHXRAA,

C) BARTSCE EREE T X2 7 M3 HAL, (U B N SEHE T 3 B9 A ¥E B s
T

D) HWAH A RRERX R A A, B8 T THERRE,

Networks of family and powerful friends matter much in our business.

A) M ERBEBZEMAE RSN RIS RRE,

B) KIEMANEHIARIL AR RN BRATE L mE L,

C) HFERMANBAR AR MERNTA D P—4KE,

D) KEMARES WK BRI ML RRITEE T —HKE,

The study, published this week, also found that it doesn’t seem to matter what people

drink—the effect is the same.

A) FRRTFTFRITR BR, A1BH 28 AR SR, B R R HIR,

B) A& HIREIBFR R B R , AT AKRHERTT , RESR -3,

C) AR AT RIBFFRITRE R B, i A VKR , ESCR R R R .

D) I AT AR EBIR IR, AR B, REMRRAR, AT ABEEE,

Experiencing English is an interesting new textbook with some variations (Z84L) from the

traditional in its approach. It would seem appropriate for self-study, if used in connection

with the cassette, but it primarily intends for classroom use. In order to keep the price

low, the book is paperbound and all pictures and illustrations are in black and white. The

textbook will be accompanied by a workbook to be published later this year.

Part V Writing (25 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your ability to do practical writing. You are required to write

a memo about May-Day holiday according to the information given in Chinese be-

low.

BRPRERLHAMGERARBREEIAEHRHE, HHRULRSEINEFE

Paul Steven £ SURE— M & LR, HEHAR AT E—"HBEE, KERFLHE
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