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Text Study

Text A
Out in Space
) o

Key Points

We all like the sunny day. And we enjoy watching the wonderful scene of the sun rising and setting.

"twaildre[BEA p‘%

Sometimes we wonder at the mysterious tones of twilight, the pink afteréf on the mountains, the
purple of the distant hills, the apple-green in the western evening sky and the/ indigo in the east. Let

W
us follow Sir James Jeans’ Out in Space to find out the reason of the beauty of the earth that Nature

presents us.

Vocabulary
%gj V. to pull (something heavy) along with great effort M ﬁ, &Jﬁ .
color-scheme n. an arrangement or combination of colors esp. one used in interior
decoration
alter V. to make or become different, but without changing into something else
startling adj. very surprising
n. a color or shade of a color

lﬁﬁiigj adj. sharp, strong M_/ﬂa, ,;&f%éﬁ
Ls:ﬁge{e;iyl/ ] adj. like steel; hard, cold, strong, or bright -m{ﬁ éﬂ/ﬂ(@ﬁ ﬁa

g‘lfxl'%s]] adj. violent j%/:‘!‘ éﬂ, % @_‘WB'
bl

ier n. a structure built over water and used as a landing place for ships and

boats /gi’k )



e idabl] : ‘

formidable  adj.

Pifl‘-’ggi:u )

molecule

Lhizemd

constituent n.
undeterred adj.

extract V.

[;éﬁllor}w Zj adj.

adv.

fairyland n.

afterglow n.
indigo n.
half-tone n.

[maotl

a large military group, commanded by a colonel
a very small wave or gentle waving movementw .
difficult to deal with; needing much effort to gucgck‘e‘% against

£

to put between two other things

the smallest unit into \/w‘hich/an{ subsfﬁi can be divided without losing
its own chemical natu{g?%onsisting usually' of two or more atoms

a transparent three-sided block, usually made of glass, that breaks up

- % 4
white light into different colors ;M ;

any of the parts that make up a whole %, %\ .

persevering with something despite setbacks /FQ E@Jl’- é’h &m

to pull or take out d:ﬂf,’ ;3/173 .
at an angle or in a sloping direction m&#m '

1R

a beautiful or seemingly enchanted place ﬂo ﬁi} J ’//d'@

light or radiance remaining in the sky after the sun has set %’% 1
a color between blue and violet in the spectrum : ﬁﬁl .

(the method of printing) a picture made from a bléck-and—whjte

photograph, with varying shades shown by dots W‘JE]H&\

. %
weird adj. very strange, unnatural, mysterious, and/or frig tenin§> >
s BB, M.
Phrases and Expressions
start with to (cause to) go into a state of (movement, operation, or activity)
no longer not any more

be accustomed to

add to

to be in the habit of; be used to

to increase



Lsm/ping3] wuﬁ.

impinge on to have an effect on; influence

a sort of a faint, unexplained, or unusual kind of
consist of be composed or made up of

out of away from

extract from to pull or take out

full of containing or having plenty of

break up break into pieces

divide into separate into two or more parts or groups

Para. 1

Y% What can you learn about Sir James Jean'’s style from the way in which he begins his article?
Sir James Jean comes straight to the point and skillfully draws the readers’ attention to the
journey to outer space. By using “let us,” the writer invites readers to go traveling to explore
space with him.

Para. 2

% Which sentence reveals Sir James’ appreciation of nature?

“Nature seems to have lost a large part of her beauty, and all of her softness, in a surprisingly
short space of time.”

1 The sky rapidly darkens in hue, until finally it assumes blackness like that of midnight,
- % ‘)L 1

-

from which the stars shine out.
Very fast the sky turned dark. Its darkness looks like the sky of midnight from which the stars
shine out. :

2. The explanation is that a very few seconds take us entirely clear off the earth’s

atmosphere, and not until we have left it behind us do we realize how much its softening

effect has added to the pleasure of our lives.
3



In a very few seconds the rocket takes us away from the earth’s atmosphere, and only at this
time QEL we realize the sun’s softness has made our life much more enjoyable.
clear off—to leave a place often quickly
I’m busy; clear off as fast as you can!
“... not until we have left it behind us do we realize ...”: Pay attention to the inverted order in
the main clause following the negative expression “not until.”
Para. 3
Y< Which statement leads directly to the thesis of this article?
“Let us pause for a moment to consider the scientific reasons for this.”
Large waves pay very little attention to the columns—they divide right and left and
reunite after passing each column, much as a regiment of soldiers would if a tree stood in
their road.
Large waves bypass the columns and continue to move fommd just like a large group of
soldiers would do if a tree stood in their road.

Y Why are sea waves mentioned in this paragraph? v NA '

A

Sir James Jean uses the method of analogy to explain a much profound and mysterious natural
phenomenon. He uses the movement of sea waves to explain the action of the atmosphere in
breaking up sunlight.

Y% What is the analogy between sea waves and light waves according to the author?
The autho ;nalogizes sea waves to light waves. Long waves constituting red light are hardly
affected by the obstacles in the atmosphere much as the large sea waves are hardly affected by
the iron columns; the short waves constituting blue light are scattered in all directions much as
the short sea waves are scattered by the iron columns.

Para. 4

Between us on earth and outer space the atmosphere interposes innumerable obstacles in

the form of molecules of air, tiny droplets of water, and small particles of dust.
4



interpose—to put between two other things
1) He interposed himself between them to stop them fighting.
2) He interposed himself between her and the top of the stairs.
Para. 5
Y& What does “she” refer to in line 5 of this paragraph?
“She” refers to Nature.
Y According to the passage, will objects remain the same in your eyes when going through water?
Can you explain the reason?
Objects will not remain the same in our eyes when going through water. See paragraph 5 for
the reason.

__The mixture of waves which constitutes sunlight has to struggle through the obstacles it
meets in the atmosphere, just as the mixture of waves at the seaside has to struggle past
the columns of the pier. |
The blend of waves which makes up Sunhéht has to force its way through the obstacles in the
atmosphere, just like the mixture of waves at the seaside has to struggle past the columns of the
pier.

Para. 6

_1._ After a time a second dust particle again turns it out of its course, and so on, until finally

it enters our eyes by a path as zigzag awf a flash ;)f lightning.
After a time a wave of blue light is turned away from its original moving direction by a second
dust particle. And the similar phenomenon happens again and again until the light enters our
eyes in a zigzag path much as that of a flash of lightning.

2. But the red waves come straight at us, undeterred by atmospheric obstacles, and enter
our eyes directly.
come at sb. or sth.—phr v to advance towards in a threatening manner

She came at me with a knife.



3. ...they are what remains after a good deal of blue has already been filtered out by
atmospheric obstacles.
a good deal of—a great deal of
1) I don’t know a good deal of politics.
2) George spends a great deal of his time watching television.
4. The more obstacles the sunlight meets, the more the blue is extracted from it, and so the
redder the sun looks.
The more ..., the more ... or the —er, the —er—used in two halves of a sentence to show that
when there is more of the first, there is more of the second too.
The more Bill worked on the arithmetic problem, the more confused he became.
Y& What will the sun look like when seen from other planets where there is no atmosphere?
It looks like a vivid bluish globe of light.
< How do you understand the word “minute” in the last sentence?

The word “minute /mai'nju:t/” here means very small.

Her flat was minute. -
\ $\ /\‘);z ]
Para. 8 r {(\’-\l\ /a\\’f
v,
< What is the function of the ending paragraph? 4

After analogizing sea waves to light waves, the author reemphazies the conclusion he has
reached: “This action of the atmosphere in breaking up sunlight is responsible for much of the
beauty of the earth.” Then he tells us the fact that “we see the sun for what it really is—a vivid
bluish globe of light.” He still remembers to restate the reason for this fact: “because the earth’s
atmosphere no longer takes its rays and scatters them in all directions.” In the last sentence, the
author says, “it is to this weird and terrifying object that our rocket is taking us.” By saying so,

he leads readers to go back to the beginning of the passage and continue the journey to the sun.



Text B

The Great UFO Mystery: Visitors
from Outer Space or What?

Key Points
UFOs have always been the hot topic on the media. Many people believe they are visitors from
outer space. Is there really alien life in outer space? If not, how to explain the sightings of UFOs?

Willy Ley, the author, tries to convince the reader of his ideas of UFOs in this passage.

Vocabulary

starboard n. the right side of an aircraft as one faces forward éﬂz ,m.

cockpit n. in a small plane, the place where the pilot and sometimes passengers sit;

K
y in a large plane, the place where the pilot, co-pilot, and crew sit
/e/ Woid)
. . y &

haywnre adj. not working correctly, not organized, confused “&]ﬂ(f%\
[c/w/] V. to choose or collect (esp. ideas or information) fr m various places

5@&%’ tiJ n.  something uncommon ~FRIZH
X ound " to give a detailed explanation (of ) ﬁlpﬁ% WEIRR.
Jf}“ U e AR
uﬁ&é] adj.  impossible to prove wrong {#ﬁé{éﬁ?/ﬁ; BT fae.

Esa veilons]

surveillance n. the careful watching of someone who is thought likely do something

wrong, or of somewhere where it is thought likely that something wrong

must be done M % W

casing a protective covering, such as rubber covering of a car tyre @%z .
[ remnent] _ . . 2
remnant n. a small piece or amount of something that is left from a larger original

piece or amount % , ﬁdﬁ*

[fy‘ari
ery adj. bright red or very hot like fire, or (fig.) showin, ong feeling
o, R

7



ko, 9

e;li atic adj. mysterious and/leemmgly unpossxblc to understand completely
[ch “%9] V. to examine ;’sz_é,, fF_,é; !

axle n. a bar connected to the center of a circular object such as a wheel which

allows or causes it to turn 4@7 4% .

a type of tall white cloud with a wide flat base and rounded shape

/e ' 23
[iulmnuasé] adj. producing or reflecting bright light (esp. in the dark) Qﬁﬁ@ﬁ% .
raviolet adj. (of light) having a wavelength M;ih lsﬁ%&&%fv olet

full-fledged adj. completely developed

ul

contention n. the disagreement that results from opposing arguments

by far very much

engage in take part in

give rise to lead to, cause

rule out " to say that (something or someone) is not under consideration as a
possibility

1. Bad Godesberg or Godesberg, health resort in Germany, in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia
(Nordrhein-Westfalen), on the west bank of the Rhine River. Bad Godesberg was incorporated
into the city of Bonn in 1969. The resort’s warm mineral springs have been known since
Roman times. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and German dictator Adolf Hitler
conferred in Bad Godesberg in 1938 prior to the Munich Pact, which delayed the start of World
War II (1939-1945). After the beginning of the war Bad Godesberg became a military hospital.

2. Axis: Axis Powers, coalition of countries that opposed the Allied Powers in World War II. The

coalition originated as the Rome-Berlin axis, with the 1936 Hitler-Mussolini accord and their
8



military alliance of May 1939. Extended to include Japan in September 1940—the so-called
Berlin Pact—it had as later adherents Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Romania, and Slovakia. In
addition, Denmark, Finland, Spain, and the pro-Japanese governments of Manchukuo and
Nanking in China entered the coalition as adherents of the Anti-Comintern Pact signed by
Germany and Japan in 1936. By the end of 1944 the Axis had been reduced to Germany and
Japan (with puppet Japanese governments in Manchukuo and Nanking) and four states being
overrun by the Allies, that is, Hungary, Croatia, Slovakia, and Italy. The Axis came to a formal
end when the Allies ratified the unconditional surrender of Germany on May 8, 1945.

3. British Columbia, Pacific coast province in western Canada. The only part of Canada on the
Pacific Ocean, British Columbia is Canada’s third largest province in area and population,
behind Québec and Ontario. Much of it is rugged and mountainous. More than half the
population lives in the southwestern corner of the province, which includes the largest city,

Vancouver, and the provincial capital, Victoria.

Para. 6

1. It had not acted at all like a meteor or a re-entering satellite.
not at all—not in any way
It is not at all likely that Joan will go.

2. Reﬂections, mistaken by many people to be UFOs, are sometimes caused by the meeting

of two layers of air with widely differing temperatures.
When two layers of air with widely differing temperatures meet, they will form the reflections.
Many people would mistake the reflections as UFOs.

Para. 9
I believe, however, that it is by far the hardest explanation to swallow.

-

I feel hard to accept this explanation without questioning.
9



Para. 11
Two of the three orbit around the poles, which gives rise to the speculation that they are
the remnants of a Russian space shot that went astray and was unreported.
1) shot—a sending up of a spacecraft or rocket
2) astray—a way from the right path or way
One of the sheep went astray and got lost.
Para. 16
Then, from out of nowhere, a glowing, reddish ball appeared.
Suddenly a glowing, reddish ball appeared, and people didn’t know where it had come from.
Para. 20
— The theory was enhanced by the ground-based report of a similar sighting by a European
landowner.
The theory was further proved by Athe report of a similar sighting by a European landowner
from the ground.
Para. 26
— Suddenly St. Elmo’s fire formed on their windshield.
Suddenly St. Elmo’s light appeared on their windshield.
St. Elmo’s fire—Saint Elmo’s light: a phenomenon in which a luminous electrical discharge
appears on a ship or aircraft during a storm
Para. 30
___ Luminous, spherical, and capable of fantastic aerodynamic maneuvers, it fulfills most of
the attributes of a full-fledged UFO.
The characteristics of ball lightning meet most of the descriptions of a completely developed

UFO.



