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Love Can Last Forever
By Deb Plouse Fulton

can honestly say it was the best of times and the worst of times. I was
I joyfully expecting my first child at the same time that my once-ener-
getic mother was losing her battle with a brain tumor.

For ten years, my courageous mother had fought, but none of the surgeries or
treatments had been successful. Still, she never lost her ability to smile. But now,
finally, at only fifty—five, she became totally disabled —unable to speak, walk, eat or
dress on her own.

As she grew closer and closer to death, my baby grew closer and closer to life
inside me. My biggest fear was that their lives would never connect. I grieved not
only for the coming loss of my mother, but also that she and my baby would never
know each other.

A few weeks before my due date®, Mother was in a deep coma. Her doctors
didn’t hold any hope, she would never awake.

We brought Mother home to her own bed in |
her own house, and we insisted on looking after
her to make her comfortable. As often as I could,
I sat beside her and talked about the baby moving
inside me to her.

On February 3, 1989, at about the same time
my labor® started, Mother opened her eyes. When }
they told me this at the hospital, I called her home i
and asked for the phone to be put to Mom’s ear.

“Mom... Mom... listen. The baby is coming
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You’re going to have a new grandchild. Do you understand?”

“Yes!”

What a wonderful word! The first clear word she’d spoken in months!

When 1 called again an hour later, the nurse at her house told me the impossi-
ble thing: Mom was sitting up. She was smiling.

“Mom, it’s a boy! You have a new grandson!”

“Yes! Yes! I know!”

Four words. Four beautiful words.

By the time I brought Jacob home, Mom was sitting in her chair, dressed and
ready to welcome him. Tears of joy blocked my vision as I laid my son in her arms
and she clucked at him. They stared at each other.

They knew.

For two more weeks, Mother clucked, smiled and held Jacob. For two weeks
she spoke to my father, her children and grandchildren in complete sentences. For
two miracle weeks, she gave us joy.

Then she quietly slipped back into a coma and, after visits from all her children,
was finally free of the pain and confines of a body that no longer did her will.

Memories of my son’s birth will always be bitter—-sweet for me, but it was at this
time that I learned an important truth about living. For while both joy and sorrow are
intertwined, love has the power to overcome both. And love can last forever.

(462 words)
Study the words and phrases in the box
%nd Jill in the following blanks.
L]
T ' ™
A) treatments B) totally C) feared
D) grieved E) sit up F) joyfully
G) remove H) comfortably 1) miracle
J) upcoming K) complete L) overcome
M)} connect N) free 0O) courageously
\ -

By the time the author was (1) __ _ expecting the birth of her first baby, her
mother had fought with brain tumor (2)  for temn years. Unfortunately, all the
(3) ____ had failed. Death was approaching her. The author was (4) _ because
her baby’s life and her mother’s life would never (5) . However, the (6)

appeared on February 3, 1989 when the author was at the hospital to give birth to
‘the baby. This miracle lasted for 2 weeks. Then her mother could speak, (7)
and smile. After the author went home, her mother could talk in (8)  sen-
tences and hold the baby. Her mother was finally (9)  of the pain and died.
This bitter —-sweet experience made the author understand one truth.: Love can
(10)  pain.

|
2
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Read the text again and choose the best answer
rom the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

1) The author was grieved for the reason that
A. her mother would never recover again
B. her mother would never regain consciousness
C. her mother wouldn’t take care of her when she gave birth to the baby
D. her mother wouldn’t have chance to see the baby
2) We can learn from the text that
A. kinship (3£1%) can save a person from danger
B. kinship can create miracles
C. the author’s mother was saved by her grandson
D. love enables a person to live longer
3) What can we conclude from the text?
A. It was the love for the baby that made the mother recover.
B. The author’s mother was finally free from the pain.
C. The author’s mother lost consciousness for ten years.
D. The author’s mother finally left her without any regret.

Complete the following sentences by translating
the Chinese given in brackets into English.

1) The final examination (BkREIET).
2) When the news of being admitted to Harvard University came,

(B BEHTH KR T AR ).

8) (FAERHRAYIEIZ) are beautiful.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

1. due date #if=HA
L 2. labor 4%
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My Father’s Shadow
By Linda Ching Sledge

y husband, Gary, and I were flying to Hawaii from New York City to

M show our five-month-old son, Timmy, to my parents for the first time.
But what should have been a mission of joy filled me with anxiety because for five
years I’d hardly spoken to my father. Loving but stern in the manner which is
typical of Chinese fathers, he had made particular demands on me, and though we
were very much alike, we’d grown very far apart.

When I became a teenager, my father held up my mother as a model of femi-
nine behavior. But she was social, while I preferred books to parties. He pressed
me to mix up with his friends’ footsteps and enroll in the local university to study
teaching, and thought that I’d marry into one of the other long-established Chinese
families on the islands and settle down, as he and my mother had.

But I didn’t settle. As bullheaded as my father, I escaped to the University of
California, where I fell in love with a haole®, as we called Caucasians® from the
mainland. Gary had blue haole eyes and sandy haole hair. I announced there we
were getting married—in Berkeley, not Hawaii. No huge wedding for me. My parents
came and met Gary just two days before our small, simple wedding. Afterward we
moved to New York, as far from the islands as we could get without leaving Ameri-
can soil.

My father’s subsequent silence suggested his disapproval. He didn’t visit, nei-
ther did I. When my mother telephoned, he never asked to speak to me, and I nev-
er asked for him. We might have gone on like that. Then Timmy was born, and I
felt an unexpected tidal wave pulling me back to the islands.

On the long flight to Hawaii, memories of my
childhood, when I was my father’s small shadow, came
flooding back. I was three years old, running behind him
as he walked between the banana trees in the plantation
town where he taught high school. When I grew tired,
he carried me on his shoulders. From there I could see
everything. “You are my sunshine, my only sunshine,” he
would sing. “You make me happy when skies are gray.”
I laughed, taking this for granted.

Now the daughter was returning with the firstborn
of the next generation—a golden-skinned haole (half-




Unit 1 '

white) child who looked a little like his Chinese ancestors. How would my father
react if he disapproved of Timmy, as he had of me? The gap between us would
never be complete. I would never return.

The plane landed, and I gratefully placed a crying, hungry Timmy into my
mother’s eager arms. Here was instant and unconditional acceptance of a child by
his grandmother.

My father’s expression was hard to read. He greeted us politely, “Good trip”;
then he peered cautiously at Timmy, who promptly began to shriek. My father
stepped back in alarm.

After dinner at my parents’ house, Gary and I retired to my old bedroom. My
mother tucked Timmy into a borrowed crib in a room down the hall.

Four hours later mother’s instinct pulled me from sleep. This was the time
Timmy usually woke for a bottle, but there were no cries of hunger. Instead, I
heard only the sweet, soft laughter of the baby. I tiptoed down the hall.

In the loving room, Timmy lay on a pillow on the floor in a circle of light. He
studied the face bent over him, an Asian face burned dark by the Hawaiian sun,
with laugh wrinkles at the corners of the eyes. My father was giving Timmy a bot-
tle, singing softly, “You are my sunshine...”

I watched from the darkness, not wanting to break the scene, then slipped back
to my room. It was then I began to suspect that my father had wanted to mend
the gap as much as I had. Awkward and proud, he hadn’t known how, and neither
had I. Timmy became the bridge over which we could reach for each other.

For the rest of our stay, the tension slowly melted. My father and I didn’t dis-
cuss our problems directly. Thanks to Timmy, we didn’t need to. Having claimed his
haole grandson, my father no longer defined our family by a uniform set of features®.

So pleased was my father with his new grandfather status that he took early
retirement when Timmy was four, to spend more time visiting Timmy. My son and
my father made a handsome pair as they walked together —the Chinese grandfather
happily trailed by a different, bouncing shadow.

(764 words)

(18 MINUTES )

Directions:  You will have 15 minutes to go over Text B quickly and answer the
questions as follows.

For questions 1-7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in Text B;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in Text B;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in Text B.
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For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in Text B.

1. The author’s father moved into America from China when he was very
young.
(Y N NG)
2. The author’s character is different from her mother’s.
(Y N NG)
3. The father came just two days before her wedding because he disapproved
of her marriage. _ '
(Y N NG)
4. The author’s memories of happy childhood aroused the feeling that she
should make up with her father.
(Y N NG)
5. The mother was eager to see and accept the small child in the airport.
(Y N NG)
6. At first, the father was cold to the small child.
(Y N NG)
7. Four hours after the dinner, the author woke up because she heard the
baby crying.
(Y N NG)
8. Both the author and her father had wanted to make up but they didn’t
know how because they were )
9. Timmy made the father change his way of -
10. The father retired earlier in order to
o PSR e oL o e RS
stern [sto:n] a  TEH,F a6
feminine : [femanin] L & T e bl
bullheaded [bul'hedid] a. B, A%
subsequent ~ ['snbsikwent] & BRE . MEH
shriek [fritk] V. P
a0 e n. BLA
instinct [instinkt] n. Kft
e  [treil] v OmE,EH
NOTEs

1. haole (EREBMBA,ELTEFTHEA
2. Caucasian F§iM&EA, B A
3. a uniform set of features % — BY4F1E
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My Brother’s Wedding

By Ginger Butler

ne of my favorite memories of this past year is
my brother’s wedding. It was a very unusual

wedding.
He was married on a cruise ship instead of church.
On Thanksgiving Day, we all got on a bus and went to the
cruise ship. After all the guests were seated, the mothers
of the bride and groom were seated. The groom was in
position by the pastor in the front of the room with his
best man® standing beside him. Then, the maid of honor®

walked down to the front of the room. She wore a fancy, & P -
blue dress. Then the flower girl and ring bearer came down the aisle. The ﬂower gu'l
was from Wisconsin who adores my brother. The ring bearer was the nephew of the
bride and he was three years old. He was very scared and had to be helped down
the aisle because he was afraid to walk down with the flower girl. Then the bride
herself entered. She wore a beautiful white dress and had a tiara® in her hair instead
of the traditional veil. She looked lovely.

The ceremony included a song about love that my younger brother sang. I read
a passage from the Bible that discussed the roles of husbands and wives in a
marriage. Then, my father led the bride and groom in exchanging their vows to love
and be faithful to each other until death separates them. Finally, he pronounced them
man and wife and then my brother kissed his’ bride.

After the ceremony, there was a reception on the boat. Normally, the food at a
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wedding reception is very fancy, but my brother and his bride wanted to keep it
simple, so they had pizza. They cut and fed cake to each other. People always like
to watch this part because once in a while the bride or groom will smash the cake
on the other’s face. However, my brother and his wife did not smash the cake in
each other’s faces. Then there was at times for people to say special things about
the bride and groom. Finally, my brother sang two more songs. Some of the guests
had to leave because the boat was going to leave port and not everyone was able to
go on the cruise to the Bahamas.

Those of us who were able to stay enjoyed an amazing three—day cruise to the
Bahamas. There was great food and beautiful weather, but most importantly, it was a
time to celebrate the union of two lives. Now I have a new sister-in-law that I am
very thankful for.

(443 words)
Study the words and phrases in the box
ﬁand Jill in the following blanks.
]
IR ™
A) simple B) look through C) favorite
D) held E) roles F} threshold
G) amazing H) cruise I}  union
J) exchanged K) pick L) smashing
M) ceremony N) make time 0) reception
N -

The author believes that his brother’s wedding ceremony is his (1)
memory. It was held on a (2)__ ship instead of church. The bride was in a
white dress, with a tiara in her hair instead of the traditional veil. The author’s
younger brother sang a song about love at the (3) while the author read a
passage from the Bible about the (4) ___  of husbands and wives in a marriage.
Then the mew couple (5) _ their vows to love. After the ceremony, a (6)
was held. In order to keep it (7) __, the author’s brother and his bride had piz-
za. Even though (8) __ the cake on the other’s face is the most enjoyable part,
the author’s brother didn’t do it. After the reception some of the people were in-
vited to enjoy an (9) three-day cruise, which was a time to celebrate the

(10) __of two lives.

Read the text again and choose the best answer
rom the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

|
1) The author’s brother’s wedding is unusual in the following three ways
EXCEPT .
A. the wedding was held in the ship

8 |
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B. the bride wore the tiara
C. they didn’t smash the cake into the other’s face
D. the bride wore a white dress
2) What do people usually do at traditional wedding ceremony?
A. They have pizza.
B. All the people present are invited to enjoy the trip.
C. The bride wears veil.
D. The father of the bride is not present.
3) Which of the following statements is true?
A. The ring bearer put on the ring for the bride.
B. The flower girl put on the flowers for the couple.
C. Cakes are the normal food at wedding ceremony.
D. The relatives of the bride were not present at the wedding ceremony.

Complete the following sentences by translating
the Chinese given in brackets into English.

TREER
1) (FFES & AN) got a present.
2) (b A B A1 %5 ) because she failed in
the exam. :
3) He was so angry that (—24TEE
AR ).

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

pastor
veil

NOTEs 1. best man E{&#H

2. maid of honor iR
3. tiara BRI, ¥ EF,UEE




