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amous People

® Teaching Plan for Text A (two periods):

Jane Austen’s Love Life

Teaching Objective:
Get the students to master some key words, expressions and structures, and
learn something about Jane Austen’s love story.

Key Points:
1. Vocabularies:

2. Structures:
a. Not much ... other than ...
b. ...aswell as ...
c. Itis not too long ... until ...
d. Unlike ... '
e. It is possible that ...

Teaching Procedures:
I. Fun Start
I1. Background Information
I1I. Detailed Study of Text A
IV. Further Practice
V. Key to Exercises of Text A
VI. Assignments

1



Famous People

@ Teaching Procedures:
 Fun Start—Shining Stars

Step 1

The teacher can begin by asking students, “Do you know these people? What do

they do? Why are they famous?”

Step 2

Explain the four pictures on the Fun-Start page:

Picture 1: Zhou Jielun, a Chinese pop singer, is famous for his “Nun-chuks” ©'&i]
H). _

Picture 2: J.K. Rowling, an English writer, is famous for her novel series of Harry
Potter.

Picture 3: Anold Schwarzenegger, Governor of California of the U.S.,usedtobe a
prominent American movie actor.

Picture 4: Brad Pitt, an American movie actor, acted in many famous Hollywood
films such as Legends of the Fall and Mr: and Mrs. Smith.

Step 3

After explaining the four pictures, the teacher can ask students to talk about other

stars.

¢.g. Yao Ming, David Beckham, Jackie Chan (Cheng Long)

Jane Austen

Jane Austen (1775-1 817) was the youngest daughter of George Austen, rector
of the village of Steventon in Hampshire England. Austen was just born in that
small village in 1775. She received a good education at home, and lived an
uneventful life amid the provincial surroundings of the south. She never married
through her life. Jane Austen started writing at an early age. Her novels in order of
publication are as follows: Sense and Sensibility (1811), Pride and Prejudice

(1813), Mansfield Park (1814), Emma (181 6), Northanger Abbey (1818), and
Persuasion (1818).

Jane Austen never touched upon the class conflicts of her time, and in her
works the extremes of wealth and poverty are unknown. Her works show a wealth
of character studied, and abound in wit, humor and charm. She knew how to sketch
figures with so pure and suggestive a pen that they stand out in a strong and unfor-
gettable relief. It is not without reason that she is credited with having brought the
English novel to its maturity.



A. Pre-reading Questions

Detailed Study of Text A

Unit 1

Get some students to talk about the following questions:
@ Have you ever read some novels written by Jane Austen?
@ Do you know some love stories about Jane Austen?

© What is your attitude towards love?

B. Detailed Study of the Text

_ Textproper

Perhaps you have read Jane
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice,
Sense and Sensibility, Emma or
Persuasion. Not much is known
about her life other than what

~ remains of her writings.

0 Why is Jane known to people‘r -
Because of her writings such as
Pride and Prejudlce Sense and
Sensibility, Emma and Persuaszon

@ How much do people knov
about Jane’s life?
Little. i

Topic Sentem:e underﬁneﬁ.

1. Not much is known about her life other than what remains of her writings.
We don’t know much about her life except the writings she left us.
e.g. Not much can he get from two months’ hard work other than a good meal.
Not much is known about the author of the article other than his name.
remain: v. still be present after the other parts have been removed, used, etc.;

continue to exist

e.g. Very little of the house remained after the fire.
There were only ten minutes remaining.

Because Jane loved writing,
her father gave her a wntlng desk
asa glﬁ Her brothers and sister
as well as other family friends
enjoyed hearing her stories in the

evening by the fireside. She wrote
~ for personal pleasure and public

praise. Her creative mind invented
* stories in the safety of her fami-

ly’s home in the countryside.

@ What’s the purpose of Jane’s writing?

@ What did Jane get from hcr father as
- agift?
She got a writing desk. o
@ Who enjoyed hearing her stories in
the evening by the fireside?
' Her brothers and sister as well as
other family friends.

She wrote for personal pleasﬁre aﬁd
publicpraise. 56151 20060 i
Topic sentence underlined. :

3 N



Famous People

2. Her brothers and sister as well as other family friends enjoyed hearing her
stories ...

Her brothers and sister and also other family friends loved hearing her stories ...
e.g. We'd like to know what you can offer as well as your work conditions.

I as well as my family will support you.

When I was in middle school, I enjoyed playing basketball.

3. Her creative mind invented stories in the safety of her family’s home in the
countryside.

In the peace of her family’s home in the countryside, her creative mind invented
stories.

e.g. All his life, he lives in the safety of life that he has built all by himself.
In the safety of the old professor s house, the children explored a new land.

@ Who did Jane meet at a ball?
" One nigﬁt Whény Jane went She met an educated man named
to a ball, she met an educated | _ 10m Lefrop. : i
" man named Tom Leﬁ-(;y. / @ What’s people’s assumption about
‘Tom’s family was rich. Some Tom and Jane?
assume that they fell in love, They fell in love. &
although Jane had said she ® Why did Tom’s farmly refuse then'
wasn’t in love with him. Tom - marriage?
liked Jane, though. His family . Because Tom s family was rich
was angry with him, and they while Jane was only a poor clerg){-
didn’t want him to marry Jane, mans daughter.
who was only a poor clergy- ~ Jane's love story with
man S daughter He hstened to : Tom Lefroy.

4. ... she met an educated man named Tom Lefroy.

.. she met a man with the name Tom Lefroy who had received education.
e.g. They are privately educated children.

At the party I met a girl named Nancy.

5. Some assume that they fell in love, although Jane had said she wasn’t in love

with him.
Some guess that they loved each other, although Jane had said she didn’t love
him.




Unit 1

e.g. Let us assume for a moment that the proposal is feasible.
The pretty girl fell in love with the young writer at the first sight.
My sister is in love with her best friend s boyfriend.

6. Tom liked Jane, though.
Tom liked Jane, however.
e.g. Our team lost. It was a good game though.
“Have you ever been to Australia?” “No. 1'd like to, though.”

7. His family was angry with him ...

His family became angry and disliked him ...
e.g. Please don't be angry with me. It wasn't my fault.

I was very angry with myself for making such a stupid mistake.

" ' 0 When and where dld Jane meet the
It was not too long until o second man in her hfe" 1
Jane fell head over heels in love |  She met him when she and herfamz-

with another man. She met him o by were on a vacatzon at the»; S '

‘when she and her family went
to the seaside for a vacation. He |
was a good man. Not muchis |

“known about him other than
some letters Jane wrote to her

“only sister Cassandra. After the
vacation, they parted He

 planned to find Jane again and
~ court her, but he died suddenly
soon after their parting. :

wzth agvodman ﬂ oF

e

8. It was not too long until Jane fell head over heels in love with another man.
Very soon Jane completely fell in love with another man.
e.g. It was not too long until our grandpa came back to water his flowers.
It is quite dangerous to fall head over heels in love with someone who
you 're not familiar with.

9. ... when she and her family went to the seaside for a vacation.
.. when she and her family went to the seaside for a holiday.
e.g. They are on vacation in Hawaii right now.
You look tired—you should take a vacation.
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cf. vocation: n. a type of work or way of life that you believe is especially
suitable for you
e.g. She believes that she has found her true vocation in life.

You missed you vocation —you should have been an actor.

10. After the vacation, they parted.
After the holiday, they left each other.
e.g. We parted at the airport yesterday.
He has recently parted from his wife.

11. He planned to find Jane again and court her.
He wanted to find Jane again and propose to her.
e.g. They are planning to buy a house near the sea.
I had planned to meet you at the airport but then something happened and
kept me from reaching there on time.
He bought a bunch of red roses and went to court her.

0 Who asked Jane to marry him before

Before her 27th blrthday, | Jane’s 27th birthday?
? another man aské& Jane to ;‘ {  Harris Bzgg- W‘ther an old famzly
:marry hlm He was an ¢ old - fend.”
" ien ’ o a Why did Jane change her mind aftei'
| accepting his proposal? Fhilbny o

Because she dtdrz t love him.
Mam TPEY Jane Austen’s love story
 with Harrzs Bzgg— Wz‘ther . ‘

VVVVVV

L mmd She dldﬁ’t marry hxm
; Because she dldnét love hnﬁ

12. Before her 27th birthday another man asked Jane to marry him.
Before her 27th birthday another man asked Jane to be his wife.
e.g. In his proposal, he asked the third daughter of my family-to marry him.
1t is imprudent for a girl to ask her boyfriend to marry her in our country.

13. She accepted his proposal, but then changed her mind.
She accepted his proposal, but then decided to refuse it.
e.g. Even though I may be refused again, I won't change my mind.
I don't like people who change their minds too often.
proposal: n. an act of formally asking sb. to marry you
propose: v. ask sb. to marry you
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e.g. He was afraid that she might refuse if he proposed.
Just as I had expected, Mary refused John's proposal.

Paras.6-7 |

It is possible that she
was somewhat like the
women she wrote about
in her books. But unlike
her heroines, she knew
that love couldn’t over-

had learned this from
experience. It is possible
that her novels show her!

desire to start her own
home and family.

Although little is

known about Jane. her
stories live on.

14.

15.

16.

come all difficulties. She

@ According to Jane’s heroines’ experiences,
love could overcome all difficulties. Is that
right?

Yes, that's rzght ,
© What did she learn from experience?
She learned that love couldn t overcome all
diffictltiesss 21757 HAAEEIE S M F
€ What do her novels poss:bly show? -
It is possible that her novels show her desxre
~ to start her own home and jczmzly -
ain idea of Para.6 W/ 7PL) nmfels nght
~ show her personal desire.
ain idea of Para.7 N Rl P o
~ popular although people know Itttle about :
her life. .

‘SZ

It is possible that she was somewhat like the women she wrote about in her

books.

It is possible that in some aspects, she was a bit like the women she wrote about

in her books.

e.g. I was somewhat surprised by his answer.
The British is somewhat different from the Americans.

But unlike her heroines, she knew ...
But different from the main female characters in her novels, she knew ...
e.g. Unlike most systems, this one is very easy to install.

Unlike her mother, she likes talking with others.

The heroine in the film Titanic is played by Kate Winslet.

It is possible that her novels show her desire ...

Her novels possibly show her desire ...
e.g. It is possible that he will be chosen as monitor.

It is possible that they will hold a celebration party for Mary.

. #
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17. Although little is known about Jane, her stories live on.
Although people know little about Jane, her stories keep spreading far and
wide.
e.g. Although he has stopped writing for many years, his reputation still lives

on.

The rumor lived on, making greater influence day by day.

Further Practice
A. Ask the students to translate the following expressions into English.

know about his background

i — RS P

i

i

e

their marriage

WA = BN R

mpta ion
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B. Read the following sentences to the students and ask them to give
the original sentences in the text.
1. We don’t know much about her life except what remains of her writings.
(Not much is known about her life other than what remains of her writings.)
2. Very soon Jane completely fell in love with another man.
(It was not too long until Jane fell head over heels in love with another man.)
3. She accepted his proposal, but then decided to refuse it.
(She accepted his proposal, but then changed her mind.)
4. Although we know little about Jane, her stories keep spreading far and wide.
(Although little is known about Jane, her stories live on.)

Key to Exercises of Text A

I. Getting to the Point
1.B 22A 3.C 4D 5D
II. Informational Puzzles
1. a writing desk
2. personal pleasure and public praise
3. an educated man named Tom Lefroy
4. didn’t love him
5. her desire to start her own home and family
1II. Say What?
1. little about her
2. hearing her stories
3. she was only a poor clergyman’s daughter
4. love couldn’t overcome all difficulties
5. her stories live on
IV. Vocabulary and Structure
A. Putting Words in Place

1. remained 2. desire 3. overcome 4. educated 5. praise

6. proposal 7. pride 8. personal 9. safety 10. experience
B. Finding Right Expressions

1. overcame her difficulties 2. listen to 3. fell in love with

4. known about 5. planning to 6. change my mind

7. head over heels 8. other than

C. Looking for Likeness
1. She has no close friends other than him.
2. You can’t get there other than by boat.
3. I didn’t reach the station until after the train had left.
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4. I won’t do anything until you arrive.

5. Scientists are still somewhat uncertain about the cause of SARS.

6. He was somewhat surprised to see his old girlfriend at the party.

7. Although she tried her best, she still failed her test.

8. Although he had only entered the contest for fun, he won first prize.

~ Assignments

1. Preview Text B.
2. Do all the comprehension and vocabulary exercises in Text B.

Translation of Text A
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