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EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION

SCOTT owed th® first idea of “ Guy Mannering” to a Galloway
excise officer, Joseph Train, stationed at Newton-Stewart, who had
published a book of poems and was collecting materials for a local
history when their acquaintance began. But, from the hour of
his correspondence with Walter Scoft, he renounced every idea
of authorship for himself, resolving, ‘“that thenceforth his chief
pursuit should be collecting whatever he thought would be most in-
teresting to Aim.” A fellow-worker of Train's was easily persuaded
to acquiesce in the abandonment of their original design. “ Upon
receiving Mr. Scott’s letter,” wrote Train, I became still more
zealous in the pursuit of ancient lore, and, being the first person
who had attempted to collect old stories in that quarter with any
view to publication, I became so noted, that even beggars, in the
hope of reward, came frequently from afar to Newton-Stewart, to
recite ‘old ballads and relate old stories to me.” Train presently
visited Scott both at Edinburgh and at Abbotsford. “A true
affection,” says Lockhart, “continued ever afterwards to be main-
tained between them ; and this generous ally was, as the prefaces
to the Waverley novels signify, one of the earliest confidants of
that series of works,and certainly the most efficient of all the author’s
friends in furnishing him with materials for their composition.”

Among these materials was a collection of anecdotes concerning
the Galloway gipsies, and “a local story of an astrologer, who
calling at a farm-house at the moment when the goodwife was in
travail, had, it was said, predicted the future fortune of the child,
almost in the words placed in the mouth of John M‘Kinlay, in the
Introduction to ¢ Guy Mannering.'” Scott told him, in reply, that
the story of the astrologer reminded him of “one he had heard in
his youth ;” that is to say, as the Introduction explains, from this
M‘Kinlay.

After Scott's death, Train recovered *a rude Durkam ballad,
which, as Lockhart pointed out, contained a great deal more of
the main fable of “ Guy Mannering ” than either his own written,
or M‘Kinlay’s oral, edition of the Gallovidian anecdote had con-
veyed. “ Possessing, as 1 do, numberless evidences of the haste
with which Scott drew up his beautiful Prefaces and Introductions
of 1829, 1830, and 1831,—1 am strongly inclined,” wrote Lockhart,
“to think that he must in his !)ioyhood have read the Durham
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viii Editor’s Introduction

broadside or Chapbook itssif—as well as heard the old serving-
man’s Scottish version of it.”

This Durham ballad is one of the longest, and quite the most
pedestrian, of its kind. Two or three stanzas are enough to declare
its quality. The “astrologer” is, 'in this case, a “ worthy lord ”

who was— .
‘*learned and wise

To know the Planets in the skies,"”

and who takes shelter in a keeper’s house, where, very much as in
“Guy Mannering,” a male-child is born. He leaves a mysterious
cabinet as a gift to the new-born babe, which is not to be opened
till the boy can write and read. When he is eleven years old, he
begs the key; and finds in it a chain of gold, and an ominous
paper—“in Greek and Latin it was writ.” The paper contains a
prediction :—

At seven years hence your fate will be,

You must be hanged upon a tree;

Then pray to God both night and day,

To let that hour pass away.

When he these woeful lines did read,

He with a sigh did say indeed,

*“If hanging be my destiny,

My parents shall not see me die :

“For I will wander to and fro,

I'll go where I no one do know ;

But first I'll ask my parents’ leave,

In hopes their blessing to receive.”

The threatened fulfilment, and then the averting, of this predic-
tion, is worked out in Part III. of the ballad. But what it lacks
in interest, or in the effective use of what were very interesting
materials, is to be found in a strange, true narrative, that of the
ill-starred life of James Annesley, a story which a romancer
might have invented. It was reprinted in the Gentleman's
Magazine for July 1840, and upon its incidents the ballad was,
it has been conjectured, partly built. At the birth of James
Annesley, a stranger, Richard Fitzgerald, was the unexpected
guest ; and, although He casts no horoscope for the babe, he
returns from Hungary at a later stage in the story to help in
the vain attempt to restore its heritage.

The boy was the child of Lord and Lady Altham of Dunmain,
Wexford. After his birth, they separated, and the unlucky mother
was driven from home, and reduced by poverty and disease to
“ extreme imbecility of body and mind.” Meanwhile Lord Altham
put the child into the hands of a woman of doubtful character,



Editor’s Introduction ix

Juggy Landy, who lived in a cabin on the Dunmain estate. This
Irish cabin was a wretched place, without any furniture except
a pot, two or three trenchers, a couple of straw heds on the
floor. It had “only a bush to draw in and out for a door.” Thus
strangely and inauspiciously was the boy reared under the care
of a nurse, who, however unfortunate or guilty, appears to have
lavished upon her young charge the most affectionate attention.
From some unexplained cause, however, Juggy Landy incurred
the displeasure of Lord Altham, who took the boy from her, and
ordered his groom to “ horsewhip her” and *to set the dogs upon
her,” when she persisted in hovering about the premises to obtain
a 51ght of her former charge.

“Lord Altham now removed with his son to Dublin, where he
appears to have entered upon a career of the most dissipated and
protligate conduct. We find him reduced to extreme pecuniary
embarrassment, and his property became a prey to low and aban-
doned associates ; one of whom, a Miss Kennedy, he ultimately
endeavoured to introduce to society as his wife. This worthless
woman must have obtained great ascendency over his lordship, as
she was enabled to drive James Annesley from his father’s pro-
tection, and the poor boy became a houseless vagabond, wander-
ing about the streets of Dublin, and procuring a scanty and
precarious subsistence by running of errands and holding gentle-
men’s horses.

“ Meantime Lord Altham’s pecuniary difficulties had so increased
2s to induce him to endeavour to borrow money on his reversionary
interest in the estates of the Earl of Anglesey, to whom he was
heir-at-law. In this scheme he was joined by his brother, Captain
Annesley, and they jointly succeeded in procuring several small
sums of money. But as James Annesley would have proved an
important legal impediment to these transactions, he was repre-
sented to some parties to be dead ; and where his existence could
not be denied, he was asserted to be the natural son of his Lord-
ship and Juggy Landy.

“Lord Altham died in the year 1727, so miserably poor that he
was actually buried at the public expense. His brother, Captain
Annesley, attended the funeral as chief mourner, and assumed the
title of Baron Altham, but when he claimed to have this title
registered he was refused by the king-at-arms on account of his
nephew being reported still alive, and for want of the honorary
fees. Ultimately, however, by means which are stated to have
been well known and obvious, he succeeded in procuring his
registration.

* 133



X Editor’s Introduction

“But there was ancther and a more sincere mourner at the
funeral of Lord Altham than the successful inheritor of his title ;
a poor boy of twelve years of age, half naked, bareheaded and
barefooted, and wearing, as the most important part of his dress,
an old yellow livery waistcoat,! followed at a humble distance, and
wept over his father’s grave. Young Annesley was speedily recog-
nised by his uncle, who forcibly drove him from the place, but not
before the boy had made himself known to several old servants of
his father, who were attending the corpse of their late lord to the
tomb. .

“The usurper now commenced a series of attempts to obtain
possession of his nephew’s petson, for the purpose of transporting
him beyond seas, or otherwise ridding himself of so formidable
a rival. For some time, however, these endeavours were frustrated,
principally through the gallantry of a brave and kind-hearted
butcher, named Purcel, who, having compassion upon the boy’s
destitute state, took him into his house and hospitably maintained
him for a considerable time; and on one occasion, when he was
assailed by a numerous party of his uncle’s emissaries, Purcel
placed the boy between his legs, and, stoutly defending him with
his cudgel, resisted their utmost efforts, and succeeded in rescuing
his young charge.”

After having escaped from many attempts of the same kind,
Annesley was at length kidnapped in the streets of Dublin,
dragged by his uncle and a party of hired ruffians to a boat,
and carried on board a vessel in the river, which took him
to America. There he remains thirteen years, and suffers untold
miseries as a plantation slave ; is on one occasion stabbed and all
but killed outright; and, in brief, has his health so far shattered,
that his chances of surviving to maintain his claims at home are,
as the sequel shows, greatly diminished. In the end he reaches
home, and the usurping Lord Anglesey was all but persuaded to
effect an arrangement with him, and give up the estates, when
again his consistent ill-luck intervenes. The story thus pictures
the incident :— .

* After his arrival in England, Annesley unfortunately occasioned
the death of a man by the accidental discharge of a fowling-piece
which he was in the ‘act of carrying. Though there could not
exist a doubt of his innocence from all intention of such a deed,
the circumstance offered too good a chance to be lost sight of by
his uncle, who employed an attorney named Gifford, and with his

1 Vide ‘“Green Breeks” in the General Introduction to the ‘* Waverley
Novels,”" Surely Yellow Waistcoat was his prototype.
%
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assistance used every effort at the coroner’s inquest, and the sub-
sequent trial, to bring about a verdict of murder. In this, however,
he did not succeed, although ‘he practised all the unfalr means
that could be invented to procure the removal of the prisoner t¢
Newgate from the healthy gaol to which he had been at first com-
mitted’ ; and, ‘the Earl even appeared in person on the bench,
endeavouring to intimidate and browbeat the witnesses, and to
inveigle the prisoner into destructive confessions.’” Annesley was
honourably acquitted, after his uncle had expended nearly one
thousand pounds on the prosecution.

Next came the trial for the cstatcs, which lasted thirteen days,
and which again he won. But only to have the verdict in his
favour set aside on a writ of error. Before another trial could be
brought about, the unfortunate heir died, and his rascal-uncle
remained in secure possession. It is curious to note, in this
sinister tale, the recurrence of the “unlucky number 13.”” More
to the purpose, in its relation to the writing of “ Guy Mannering,”
is the resemblance between the names of the witnesses at the
Annesley trial, and those used by Scott. Again, as the writer
in the Gentlemman's Magazine pointed out :—

“ A remarkable expression used by one of the witnesses in refer-
ence to Annesley—* /e is the right hetr if right might take place)
—has probably served as a hmt for the motto of the Bertram
family—"* Our right is our might)”

“ Guy Mannering,” although to a degree a Scottish adaptation
of this Irish tragedy, does not exhaust its dramatic interest, which
might indeed furnish, with the aid of Juggy Landy, and the negro
cpisodes and the rest, a story that Defoe might have realised in an
entirely different mode.

“Guy Mannering ”’ was, upon Scott’s own testimony, “the work
of six weeks at a Christmas,” in the winter of 1815-16. It fol-
lowed immediately on his comparative failure in poetry—*“The
Lord of the Isles” ; and it definitely marks the conversion of the
verse-romancer into the greater prose-romancer. ‘“When half
gods go, the gods arrive !” The market success of this prose-
romance, the second in order of the’ Waverley novcls, was
immense. The first edition was in point of “get-up’’ very much
the same as that of “ Waverley "'—‘ three little volumes, with a
humility of paper and printing which the meanest novelist would
now disdain to imitate; the price a guinea.”
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The following is a list of the works of Sir Walter Scott, 1771-1832:—
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(Chivalry ; Drama); ‘Provincial Antiquities of Scotland,” 1819-1826;
‘“ Edinburgh Weekly Journal,” 1820, 1826 ; as well as frequent articles to
the ““ Edinburgh” and ‘‘ Quarterly” Reviews, and ‘‘ Edinburgh Annual
Register.” .
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GUY MANNERING

Or, THE ASTROLOGER

"Tis sald that words and signs have power
Q'er sprites in planetary hour ;
But scarce 1 praise their venturous part,
Wko tamper with such dangerous art.
Lay of the Last 3iinstrel,






INTRODUCTION

Tue Novel or Romance of WAVERLEY made its way to the
public slowly, of course, at first, but afterwards with such
accumulating popularity as to encourage the author to a
second attempt. He looked about for a name and a subject ;
and the manner in which the novels were composed cannot
be better illustrated than by reciting the simple narrative
on which “Guy Mannering” was originally founded; but to
which, in the progress of the work, the production ceased
to bear any, even the most distant resemblance. The tale
was originally told me by an old servant of my father’s, an
excellent old Highlander, without a fault, unless a preference
to mountain-dew over less potent liquors be accounted one.
He believed as firmly in the story, as in any part of his
creed.

A grave and elderly person, according to old John
MacKinlay’s account, while travelling in the wilder parts of
Galloway, was benighted. With difficulty he found his way
to a country-seat, where, with the hospitality of the time and
country, he was readily admitted. The owner of the house,
a gentleman of good fortune, was much struck by the reverend
appearance of his guest, and apologised to him for a certain
degree of confusion which must unavoidably attend his recep-
tion, and could not escape his eye. The lady of the house
was, he said, confined to her apartment, and on the point of
making her husband a father for the first time, though they
had been ten years married. At such an emergency, the
Laird said, he feared his guest might meet with some apparent
neglect.

“Not so, sir,” said the stranger; ‘““my wants are few, and
easily supplied, and I trust the présent circumstances may
even afford an opportunity of showing my gratitude for your
hospitality. Let me only request that I may be informed of
the exact minute of the birth; and I hope to be able to put
you in possession of some particulars, which may influence,
In an important manner, the future prospects of the child
now about to come intc this busy and changeful world. I

3



4  Introduction to Guy Mannering

will not conceal from you that I am skilful in understanding
and interpreting the movements of those planetary bodies
which exert their influences on the destiny of mortals. It is
a science which I do not practise, like others who call them-
selves astrologers, for hire or reward ; for I have a competent
estate, and only use the knowledge 1 possess for the benefit
of those in whom I feel an interest.” The Laird bowed in
respect and gratitude, and the stranger was accommodated
with an apartment which commanded an ample view of the
astral regions.

The guest spent a part of the night in ascertaining the
position of the heavenly bodies, and calculatmg their prob-
able influence; until at length the result of his observations
induced him to send for the father, and conjure him, in the
most solemn manner, to cause the assistants to retard the
birth, if practicable, were it but for five minutes. The
answer declared this to be impossible; and almost in the
instant that the message was returned, the father and his
guest were made acquainted with the birth of a boy.

The Astrologer on the morrow met the party who gathered
around the breakfast table, with looks so grave and ominous,
as to alarm the fears of the father, who had hitherto exulted in
the prospects held out by the birth of an heir to his ancient
property, failing which event it must have passed to a distant
branch of the family. He hastened to draw the stranger into
a private room.

“T fear from your looks,” said the father, *‘that you have
bad tidings to tell me of my young stranger; perhaps God
will resume the blessing He has bestowed ere he attains the
age of manhood, or perhaps he is destined to be unworthy of
the affection which we are naturally disposed to devote to our
offspring.”

“Neither the one nor the other,” answered the stranger;
“unless my judgment greatly err, the infant will survive the
years of minority, and in temper and dlsposmon will prove all
that his parents can wish. But with much in his horoscope
which promises many blessings, there is one evil influence
strongly predominant, which threatens to subject him to an
unhallowed and unhappy temptation about the time when he
shall attain the age of twenty-one, which period, the constella-
tions intimate, will be the crisis of his fate. In what shape,
or with what pecuhar urgency, this temptation may beset him,
my art cannot discover.”
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“Your knowledge, then, can afford us no defence,” said the
anxious father, ‘“against the threatened evil?”

“Pardon me,” answered the stranger, ‘“it can. The in-
fluence of the constellations is powerful : but He, who made
the heavens, is more powerful than all, if His aid be invoked
in sincerity and truth. You ought to dedicate this boy to the
immediate service of his Maker, with as much sincerity as
Samuel was devoted to the worship in the Temple by his
parents. You must regard him as a being separated from
the rest of the.world. In childhpod, in boyhood, you must
surround him with the pious and virtuous, and protect him, to
the utmost of your power, from the sight or hearing of any
crime, in word or action. He must De educated in religious
and moral principles of the strictest description. Let him not
enter the world, lest he learn to partake of its follies, or perhaps
of its vices. In short, preserve him as far as possible from all
sin, save that of which too great a portion belongs to all the
fallen race of Adam. With the approach of his twenty-first
birthday comes the crisis of his fate. If he survive it, he will
be happy and prosperous on earth, and a chosen vessel among
those elected for heaven. But if it be otherwise”——The
Astrologer stopped, and sighed deeply.

“Sir,” replied the parent, still more alarmed than before,
“your words are so kind, your advice so serious, that I will
pay the deepest attention to your behests; but can you not
aid me further in this most important concern? Believe me,
I will not be ungrateful.”

“T require and deserve no gratitude for doing a good
action,” said the stranger, ““in especial for contributing all
that lies in my power to save from an abhorred fate the
harmless infant to whom, under a singular conjunction of
planets, last night gave life. There is my address; you may
write to me from time to time concerning the progress of the
boy in religious knowledge. If he be bred up as I advise, I
think it will be best that he come to my house at the time
when the fatal and decisive period approaches, that is, before
he has attained his twenty-first year complete. If you send
him such as I desire, I humbly trust that God will protect
His own, through whatever strong temptation his fate may
subject him to.” He then gave his host his address, which
was a country-seat near a post town in the south of England,
and bid him an affectionate farewell.

The mysterious stranger departed, but his words remained
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impressed upon the mind of the anxious parent, He lost his
lady while his boy was still in infancy. This calamity, I think,
had been predicted by the Astrologer; and thus his confi-
dence, which, like most people of the period, he had freely
given to the science, was riveted and confirmed. The utmost
care, therefore, was taken to carry into effect the severe and
almost ascetic plan of education which the sage had enjoined.
A tutor of the strictest principles was employed to superintend
the youth’s education ; he was surrounded by domestics of the
most established character,, and closely watched and looked
after by the anxious father himself.

The years of infancyg childhood, and boyhood, passed as
the father could have wished. A young Nazarene could not
have been bred up with more rigour. All that was evil
was withheld from his observation—he only heard what
was pure in precept—he only witnessed what was worthy in
practice.

But when the boy began to be lost in the youth, the atten-
tive father saw cause for alarm. Shades of sadness, which
gradually assumed a darker character, began to overcloud
the young man’s temper. Tears, which seemed involuntary,
broken sleep, moonlight wanderings, and a melancholy for
which he could assign no reason, seemed to threaten at once
his bodily health, and the stability of his mind. The Astro-
loger was consulted by letter, and returned for answer, that
this fitful state of mind was but the commencement of his
trial, and that the poor youth must undergo more and more
desperate struggles with the evil that assailed him. There
was no hope of remedy, save that he showed steadiness of
mind in the study of the Scriptures. “ He suffers,” continued
the letter of the sage, “from the awakening of those harpies,
the passions, which have slept with him as with others, till the
period of life which he has now attained. Better, far better,
that they torment him by ungrateful cravings, than that he
should have to repent having satiated them by criminal
indulgence.”

The dispositions of the young man were so excellent, that
he combated, by reason and religion, the fits of gloom which
at times overcast his mind, and it was not till he attained the
commencement of his twenty-first year, that they assumed a
character which made his father tremble for the consequences.
It seemed as if the gloomiest and most hideous of mental
maladies was taking the form of religious despair. Still the
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youth was gentle, courteous, affectionate, and submissive to
his father’s will, and resisted with all his power the dark
suggestions w hich were breathed into his mind, as it seemed,
by some emanation of the Evil Principle, exhortmg him, like
the wicked wife of Job, to curse God and die.

The time at length arrived when he was to perform what
was then thought a long and somewhat perilous journey, to
the mansion of the early friend who had calculated his nativity.
His road lay through several places of interest, and he enjoyed
the amusement of travelling, mqre than he himself thought
would have been possible. Thus he did not reach the place
of his destination till noon, on thegay preceding his birth-
day. It seemed as if he had been carried away with an
unwonted tide of pleasurable sensation, so as to forget, in
some degree, what his father had communicated concerning
the purpose of his journey. He halted at length before a
respectable but solitary old mansion, to which he was directed
as the abode of his father’s friend.

The servants who came to take his horse, told him he had
been expected for two days. He was led into a study, where
the stranger, now a venerable old man, who had been his
father’s guest, met him with a shade of displeasure, as well
as gravity, on his brow. * Young man,” he said, *“wherefore
so slow on a journey of such importance?”’—*“I thought,”
replied the guest, blushing and leoking downward, *‘that there
was no harm in travelling slowly, and satisfying my curiosity,
providing I could reach your residence by this day; for such
was my father’s charge.”—‘You were to blame,” replied the
sage, ‘“in lingering, considering that the avenger of blood was
pressing on your footsteps. But you are come at last, and we
will hope for the best, though the conflict in which you are
to be engaged will be found more dreadful, the longer it is
postponed. But first, accept of such refreshments as nature
requires, to satisfy, but not to pamper, the appetite.”

The old man led the way into a summer parlour, where
a frugal meal was placed on the table. As they sat down to
the board, they were joined by a young lady about eighteen
years of age, and so lovely, that the sight of her carried off the
feelings of the young stranger from the peculiarity and mystery
of his own lot, and riveted his attention to everything she did
or said. She spoke little, and it was on the most serious
subjects. She played on the harpsichord at her father’s corn-
mand, but it was hymns with which she accompanied the



