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Chapter One

CHAPTER ONE
Christmas Gifts

“Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents,”
complained Jo.

“It’s so terrible to be poor!” cried Meg, looking
down at her old dress.

“I don’t think it’s fair for some girls to have pretty
things, while other girls nothing at all,” added little
Amy.

“We’ve got Father and Mother and each other,”
said Beth, sounding content.

“But we haven’t got Father. He’s still away fighting
in the war, and he won’t be home for a long time,”
said Jo sadly.

Nobody spoke for a minute, each thinking of their
father,far away where the fighting was; then Meg spoke
with more cheerfulness.

“You know the reason why Mother suggested we
not have any presents this Christmas was that it is
going to be a difficult winter for everyone, and we
shouldn’t spend money for pleasure when our men are

suffering in the army.”



H Little Women

“But Mother gave us each a dollar to spend to
ourselves. I don’t think the army would be much helped
by our giving that. I agreed not to expect any presents
from Mother or you, but I do want to buy a few books
I’ve been wishing for. Mother didn’t say anything
about our money, and she won’t wish us to give up
everything. Let’s each buy what we want, and have a
little fun. I’'m sure we work hard enough to earn it,”
cried Jo.

“I know I do — teaching those tiresome children
all day, while I'm thinking of enjoying myself,” began
Meg.

“You don’t have such a hard time as I do,” said
Jo. “How would you like to be forced to remain with a
nervous, angry, old lady, who is never satisfied with
anything!”

“I do think that washing dishes and keeping things
clean is the worst work in the world. It upsets me, and
hurts my hands so I can’t play my piano well at all,”
complained Beth.

“I don’t believe any of you suffer as I do,” cried
Amy, “for you don’t have to go to school with rude girls,
who laugh at your dresses and call you poor because

2



Chapter One

your father isn’t rich like theirs.”

“Oh, don’t you wish we had the money Papa lost
when we were little, Jo? How happy and good we’d be
if we had no worries!” exclaimed Meg, who could
remember better times.

“You said the other day you thought we were a
great deal happier than many of our rich neighbors’
children, who are always fighting with one another,”
responded Beth.

“Yes, 1 did, Beth. Well, I think we are, though we
do have to work, we are cheerful about it.”

As young readers like to know “how people look,”
we will take this moment to give them a little picture of
the four sisters who sat together by the fire, while the
December snow fell quietly outside. It was a comfortable
old room, though the furniture was very plain. A few
good pictures hung on the walls and books filled the
shelves.

Margaret, the eldest of the four, was sixteen, and very
pretty, being fair with large eyes and soft, brown hair.
Fifteen-year-old Jo was very tall, thin, and brown. She
had sharp gray eyes, which appeared to see everything.

Her long, thick hair was her one bheauty, but it was

3



ﬂ Little Women

usually tied back to be out of her way. Jo also had the
uncomfortable appearance of a girl who was rapidly
approaching womanhood and didn’t like it. Elizabeth
— or Beth, as everyone called her — was a shy,
peaceful girl of thirteen with smooth hair and bright
eyes. Sweet Beth seemed to live happily in a world of
her own. Amy, though the youngest, was the most
important person — in her own opinion. Amy’s
blonde curly hair fell on her pale shoulders, which
were always upright and ladylike, as she desired to
have the excellent manners of a young lady.

As the girls sat near the fire, Jo saw her mother’s
slippers sitting nearby, and picked them up to
examine them.

“They are quite worn out. Marmee must have a
new pair.”

“I thought I’d get her some with my dollar,” said
Beth.

“No, I shall!” cried Amy.

“I’m the oldest,”began Meg, but Jo interrupted
with —

“I’'m the man of the family now Papa is away,

and I shall buy the slippers, for he told me to take
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Chapter One

special care of Mother while he was gone.”

“I’1l tell you what we’ll do,” said Beth, “let’s each
get her something for Christmas, and not get anything
for ourselves.”

“That’s like you, dearl What will we get?” exclaimed
Jo.

Everyone thought quietly for a moment before Meg
announced, “I shall give her a nice pair of gloves,” as
she delighted at the sight of her own pale hands.

“I’ll get her a pair of army shoes, the best there
are,” cried Jo.

“Some handkerchiefs,” said Beth.

“I’ll get a little bottle of perfume. She likes it, and
it won’t cost much, so I'll have some left to buy
pencils for drawing,” added Amy.

“How will we give the things?” asked Meg.

“We’ll put them on the table, and bring her in and
see her open each gift. Don’t you remember how we
used to do that on our birthdays?” answered Jo.

“I used to be so frightened when it was my turn
to sit in the big chair, and see you all come around me
to give me the presents, with a kiss. I liked the things

and the kisses, but it was terrible to have you sit
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