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Unit One

1. Strength to Love (1)
2. Strength to Love (2)

1. Information related to the text

1. civil rights (BR#0): A citizen in the United States enjoys
certain rights that are protected by law and custom. In-
cluded in these are the rights of freedom of speech, of the
press, and of religion; the right to own property. to receive
fair and equal treatment from government, other per;
sons, and private groups, as well as the right of all people
to receive equal protection under the law.  In Martin
Luther King’s day, however, many civil rights were denied
to black people in the southern U.S.. Most significantly,
they were effectively denied the right to vote. A

2. From Dec.5, 1955 to Dec.21, 1956, the Montgomery bus
strike (or bus boycott) involved blacks refusing to take
segregated buses. They angrily shouted out the word
“boycott! ”

3. During the civil rights movéement, a lot of new terms were
introduced, including a number of nouns formed from a
verb plus —in, such as



sit—in (in restaurants, etc.);

kneel—in or pray—in (in segregated churches);

ride—in (in segregated buses);

swim—in and wade—in (in segregated swimming pools

and beaches) and so on. ‘
All these tactics meant that the protesters stayed until
they were forcibly removed by the police. They did not re-
sist arrest, though.

. The Great March in 1963: The civil rights movement
reached a dramatic climax in this demonstration. On Au-
gust 28, 250,000 blacks and whites marched to the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington. There and then Dr.
King delivered his famous speech “I Have A Dream.” The
demonstration was broadcast live on television through-
out the nation so Americans all over the country could see

 the historic march.

. President John Kennédy advanced racial equality in many
ways. During his presidency, many eminent blacks were
appointed to high government posts, ranging from the
head of the Federal Housing and Home Finance Agency,
a federal judge, to presidential assistants and ambas-
sadors. More than 240,000 black students recenved ‘higher
education in 1964.

. The Civil Rights Acts of 1964 was the strongest civil right
bill in U:S. history. It made all the state discrimination
laws illegal. It ordered restaurants, hotels, and other busi-
nesses that serve the general public to serve all people
— 2 ——



without regard to race, color, religion, or national origin.
It also barred discrimination by employers and unions.

I1. Suggestions for teaching

1. The teacher may begin by a brief review of the history of
American blacks: :

(1)shipped from Africa during the sixteenth to eigh-
teenth centuries (the slave trade was abolished in
1805)

(2)made to work as slaves on plantations in the South

(3)set free under the order of President Abraham
Lincoln during the Civil War of 1861—-1865

(4)free, but still looked down upon and discriminated
against in most social and political affairs by the
-middle of this century, segregated by law from white
people in southern states '

2. The students may be asked to-write a short biographical
sketch of Martin Luther King in about 200 words, in
which the following facts are included:

1929, born .

1944, fifteen, went to university

1955, twenty—six, returned to the South, became a min-

ister

1956, began his unrelenting struggle for racial equality

1963, thirty—four, led the Great March

1964, thirty—five, won the Nobel Peace Prize

1968, thirty—nine, assassinated



3. Suggested activity: the teacher may ask some students to
play the role of Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King and
have them each give a speech in front of the class, Rosa
Parks defending herself in court and Dr. King talkirig to
his audience. ’ o .

4. Students should understand that Martin Luther King was
a great speaker. He moved people, persuaded them of the
righteousness of the civil rights cause, and motivated
thousands of blacks and whites to stand up and be count-
ed. The peroration (conclusion) of his speech at the
Lincoln Memorial in 1963 is as follows:

“When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring
from every village and every hamlet, from every state
and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when
all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to
join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spir-
itual, ‘ Free at last! free at last! free at last! thank
God Almighty, we are free at last! *” '

Students should notice the triple repetition in lines
1-3, 4 and 5, and 7 and 8. The metaphor, “let freedom
ring, ” is a reference to the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia.

III. Sentences for the students to remember

1. “Of the good things in life he has about one—half those of
whites; of the bad he has twice those of whites.” (L.5—6)

2. “Freedom is not given, it is won.... The hard truth is that
p— 4 —
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neither negro nor white has yet done enough to expect the
dawn of a new day.” (L.21-22)

3. For, as Dr. King said, much of the struggle for black
equality had to be fought by each black person inside
himself. Each black man must say, “I am somebody. Iam
aperson. lama man of worth and honour. I have a rich
and noble history, however painful ... that history has
been.” Each man must win his ewn right to be called a
man in the nation that called him “boy”.His father had
always said to him, “Nobody can make a slave of you if
you don’t think like a slave.” (L.102—107) : —

4. “I say to you today, even though we face the difficulties of
today and tomorrow, I still have a dream.... I have a
dream that my four little children one day will live in a na-
tion where they will not be judged by the colour of their
skin but by the strength of their character.... With this
faith we will be able to work together, to struggle
together, to go to prison together, to stand up for freedom
together, knowing we will be free one day.” (L.119—124)

5. “ Negroes hold only one key to the lock of peaceful
change. The other is in the hands of the white. ”
(L.147-148)

Iv. Tramlation of some difficult sentences from the text

. “To be a negro in Amenca is to hope against hope, ”
(L.1)
BN RERARRBELE PRE—-RFE,



2. The black man’s hopes have often ended in despair.
(L.3—4)

RARNBER KL%, ‘

3. When he was shot by an assassin’s gun he was only thir-
ty—nine. He was at the height of his strength and power.
He seemed to understand what the blacks need most and
what they could do to get it. (L.15-17)

L b B R FHRMM B EN= S, B TR
EEZE., BARGESERTRARBENHEL A, B8
MRS Mt AXNBRBEN KA.

4. But thelr new country continued to see them only as a .
pair of hands or a strong back to be put to work.
(L.36—37)
HEFHEEDMRRIBLINBEER - TFEHE. B
HHMEFH . o

5. This was what he meant by “nonviolent direct action.” It
was action that would express the people’s strong feeling
without attacking anyone. (L.66—67)
fh BT iRAS “JE R D B EE T30 " bR XA A, N REHA
B3R B 32 ifd XA IHEM] A BLAR H 173D,

6. Her feet were tired but her soul was refreshed. (L.74—75)
S SR A A3, (B IRy .

7. But in church that Sunday he told his people to love one
another and to think kindly of their enemies. (L.78—79)
B2 BrBMXRESEE, s MARELMRE, M
ﬁA&%oD%ﬁt.

8. A bomb was thrown at Dr. King’s house and might have

—6 —



10.

11

12.

13.

14.

killed his family. (L..85—86)
—BiRE T &M LS, REERT BINLxK.

. They went about teaching the people that they had a

right and duty to elect their own officials. (1..94-95) -

AT, B A RIS R AU, &ﬁ'ifﬁﬁ#

HOH®EA.

The huge processions which King and his followers led
brought everyone on to the field of action. (L.110~111)
T - 1518 - ﬁ&#ﬂﬁ%‘ﬂﬂiﬁ%ﬂb#?&?ﬁ?ﬁﬂb%h
BARAE A A MR T 73085 L.

John Kennedy, as we have seen, admired the kind of
courage that results in action. (L.128)
Iﬁnﬁlﬂﬁiﬁl.é‘)ﬁ ﬁlﬁr&ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ'ﬂ.ﬁ‘ﬁ;ﬂﬂ@ﬁ
. :

He and his family bravely accepted the fact he might be
killed any day as he went among the crowds. (L.134—
135)

EABDEGDHREWE,

Groups like the Black Power Movement seemed to des-
pair of a country where black and white people could
live happily together. Their patience was coming to an
end. (L.144—145)

R, R RARNEH XROEEMBR— 1 BA. S
AR EXC SR BENSEE. BIAHROD2
TR, ;

Dr. King had spent his short life trying to find a better
. — e



way to meet trouble than with a knife or gun.'He had
given thousands of people the strength which he pos-
sessed in ldrge measure — the strength to love others
even in the face of hate, injustice and death. (L.151—154)
&M HACEEN kI R—FHATIRE N
HRBEEE, OBIRMFAEHEXRNHIRERT
BT EBHAR—IRRRZMETH LR, RAESRE
CHEXRBAH IR,

V. Suggested answers to the DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
(Lesson 1)

1.

Compared with whites, black people enjoyed only half the
pleasures of life but suffered twice as much as whites.

. On the one hand, prejudice against blacks inherited from

slavery days was deeply rooted; blacks were still regarded
as work tools, not as human beings who had equal rights.
And on the other, some blacks were forced to accept and
got used to what had been imposed upon them. They did
not think that struggle would help change the situation. -

. They fought tenaciously against rights for blacks. Sihce

racial discrimination was dominant in the southern
states, the battle for civil rights first started there.

. Inspired by Rosa Parks who refused to give up her seat on
- the bus, the black people in Montgomery united as one

and launched a boycott against the bus companies, which
developed into the struggle for black civil rights.

Dr. King admired Gandhi very much. He adopted and
-— 8 —
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developed Gandhi’s ideas of nonviolent resistance in his

own struggle for racial equality.

(Lesson 2)

1.

The bus companies received a heavy blow to their profits.
With the large number of black passengers refusing to
ride their buses, they lost a lot of money. ' '
United under the leadership of Dr. King, with various
means of “nonviolent direct action” against violence and
love against hatred, the blacks fought bravely and.
stubbornly. More and more white people began to sup-
port them, and the Civil Rights Act of 1969 finally en-
sured their equal place as U.S. citizens.

First, the blacks must cast off their psychological inferior-
ity; second, they should fight against racial discrimina-
tion, not against white people in general. Therefore, they

" must not use violence.
. Based on years of hard struggle, the 1963 march gathered

as many as 250,000 people, both black and white. Every
one of them was a participant and rio longer an on—look-
er. Such a powerful nonviolent army could not be
ignored.

The Black Power Movement was committed to the mili-
tant opposition of what they viewed as civil rights
inequalities. They promoted the separation of poor blacks
from poor whites and instead of working to improve the
lot of mankind as a whole, they worked only to help black
people. King rejected “separation” and tried to unite

—_— 9 —



many groups, including American Indians and Spanish—
speaking Americans, He even planned a .“ Poor People ]
March” for 1968.

VI. Key to the COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Lessonl; 1.¢ 2.d 3. b 4d 5.a 6.5b
Lesson2: 1.¢ 2.d 3.a 4d 5b 6.a
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3. Shame

I. Information related to the text

1. Dick Gregory: a black Atherica,n. He was born in St.
Louis, Missouri, in 1932. He first gained national fame in
1961 for satirical comedy routines on American racial at-
titudes. In recent years, he has advocated fasting as a
means to cleanse the body and the soul. In the text, an
autobiographical anecdote from his early youth, no indi-
cation is given that his father had died; he was either an il-
legitimate child or a child whose father abandoned the
family.

2. In the author’s childhood, the schools in the South were
strictly segregated by race. Only by the action of the US
Supreme Court in 1954, in the case of Brown versus the
Board of Education, was it declared that it was contrary
to the Constitution to have separate school»sr for blacks
and whites. After much resistance the southern states
finally gave in and schools are no longer legally segre-
gated by race. However, because of housing pattems,
many blacks go to shcool primarily with other blacks.

11—



