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The Dinner Party

‘*&taautul&emlw Teaching

i

Initial Reading: Allow students 10 minutes to go over the text and obtain a global
understanding of the text. (See Introductory Questions.)

Say a word about the message of the story by way of introduction. (See Introductory
Remarks . )

Close Reading: Share the story with the class and inspire students to find questions to
guide their understanding and appreciation. (See Information Related to the Text.)
Introduce vocabulary items while explaining the text and have students do vocabulary
exercises as a follow-up. (See Language Points . )

Post-Reading Activity: Set aside 15 - 20 minutes for a group discussion about the art of
telling a story. (See Group Discussion .)

Wind up the discussion with a five-minute quiz. (See A Five-Minute Quiz .)
Comment the prejudice against women before assigning the passage reading activity in
class.

Assign a dictation or listening comprehension exercise in class and a short composition
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as homework. (See Additional Exercises.)

The following questions are designed to help the students obtain a global understanding
of the text:

1. Where and when did the story take place?
(It took place in India when she was a British colony.)

2. Who gave the dinner party and what guests were invited to it?
(A colonial official and his wife gave the dinner party; apart from officers and their
wives, a visiting American naturalist was invited. )

3. What was the subject of the discussion between the young girl and the major?
(They had a heated discussion about how women react to a crisis. )

4. What did the American naturalist do when they were having this discussion? What kind
of expression did he see come over the hostess’s face?
(He watched the other guests and saw a strange expression come over the hostess’s face
— she was staring straight ahead with her muscles contracting slightly. )

5. What was it that the naturalist came to realize when he saw the native boy place a bowl
of milk on the veranda?
(He came to realize that there must be a cobra in the room. )

6. Did he jump back and warn the others? What did he do instead, then?
(No. Instead, he said that he wanted to know how well they could control themselves
and asked them to sit still until he counted up to three hundred. )

7. What happened before he finished the counting?
(The cobra emerged and made for the bowl of milk.)

8. How did the hostess know that the cobra was in the room?
(Because it had been crawling across her foot. )

This is a well-knit story, isn’t it? The story may not be true, but is told in a very

convincing way. Besides, its message is clear: despite men’s long-standing prejudice,
women have great courage and presence of mind to'face extremely dangerous situations.
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Mona Gardner, an American woman writer. Most of her short stories were written for
the Saturday Evening Post magazine and Collier’s Weekly magazine during the 1930s and

1940s. The Dinner Party first appeared in the Saturday Review of Literature, Vol. 25,
No. 5, January 31, 1941.

Britain and other European countries established trading companies and trading posts in
India in the early 1700’s. Gradually the British influence became dominant over the
domestic and foreign affairs of India. In 1772 Britain named its first Governor General to
India and formally began to rule the country as a British colony. British administrators or
colonial officials held key posts within the government but they were dependent on Indian
persohnel under them to carry out the daily operations of the government. India underwent
a long series of wars between the ruling British colonialists on the one hand and various
regional and political groups or religious sects on the other. In 1947 at last, the Indian
people, under Gandhi’s leadership, won their struggle for independence and British rule in

India ended.

Women have been prejudiced against for centuries perhaps ever since life on earth.
They have long been referred to as “weaker sex” or “fairer sex,” considered naturally
weaker than men, squeamish, unable to perform the work that requires muscles or pluck
the courage to face up to any crisis. As we know, Plato, Aristotle, Shakespeare, and
Confucius all made negative remarks about women. And even today, such a prejudice has
not entirely been eliminated and the argument in the text shows how hard long-standing
prejudices die.

Cobras, found in some parts of Africa and Asia, are poisonous snakes. Most cobras
bite their victims and their bite may cause death within a few hours.
Spitting cobras of Africa spit poison which causes blindness if it gets in the eyes. A full-
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grown Indian cobra is nearly six feet long and about five inches around. On the back of its
hood it has a mark like a pair of spectacles. That is why it is sometimes called the
“spectacled snake,” or “spectacled cobra.”

Cobras generally eat small animals, such as frogs, fish and birds. No research on
cobras and their diet has ever given evidence to the fact that milk is their favorite food.
However, it is widely believed that it is. The teacher may refer the students to a Conan
Doyle story The Speckled Band for the presence of a bowl of milk likewise.

Language Points

1. heated: lively; spirited
Examples:
— The two professors started a heated debated on whether intellectuals should go into
business . ’
— It was a very heated argument and people were shouting at each other .

2. unexpected: not expected; unforeseen
Examples:
— He made an unexpected appearance and took up two hours out of my limited time .
— The weather change is so unexpected that many people shudder in the wind .
— The old woman was shocked by the unexpected death of her son.

3. shortly: soon; not long
Examples:
— He died shortly after the car crash.
— He sent me his address in Boston shortly before I left for the US.

4. track down: find by determined searching or hunting
Examples:
— She spent weeks in the library tracking down reference information in almost all the
books on the subject .
— It was almost two weeks before they tracked down the facts they needed .
— Did the hunter manage to track down the wounded deer?

5. bare:
(a.)
1) not covered; with no plants growing on it
Examples:
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— He is so shy that he dare not look at her bare shoulders .

— After years of efforts, those originally bare hills are now covered with young trees.
2) no more than; mere

Examples:

— His income can only buy the bare necessities of life.

— The candidate won the election by a bare majority .

(v.) reveal

Examples:

— The lady screamed as the snake bared its teet|h.
— He bared his body to the waist .

. spring up: arise, develop or grow quickly and as if from nowhere
Examples:

— It was rather warm all day. But towards evening a cold wind sprang up .
— Towns have sprung up in what was a desert .

— Suspicion sprang up in her mind .

. women have outgrown the Jjumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of-a-mouse era: women have
grown so mature that they do not lose self-control upon such small provocation as seeing
a mouse

“Jumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of—a-mouse” is a compound adjective formed from the
attributive clause “(the era) when they would jump on a chair at the sight of a mouse. ”
Further examples:

~ @ not-so-easy-to-operate machine (a machine that is not so easy to operate)

— Stick-in-the-mud people (people who have stuck in the mud )

outgrow: grow beyond or away from; get rid of by growing old

Examples:

— to outgrow boyhood friends -

— to outgrow a childish habits

— to outgrow one’s earlier interests

at (the) sight of: on seeing

Examples:

— At sight of the police officer the thief took to his heels .

— The old man flew into a rage at the sight of her daughter dancing with that young

man.

- reaction: (n.) (a case or way of) reacting; response
Examples:
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— Driving a car in Shanghai requires extremely quick reactions.

— Common foods which cause this kind of reaction are fish , eggs and shellfish .
— I was surprised that my answer should have caused such a strong reaction.

— All new fashion starts out as a reaction against existing convention .

react: (v.) act or behave in a way in answer

Examples:

— “How did she react when you told her what had happened?” — * Very calmly.”
— Ordinary people tend to react against such mindlessness and luxury of their life.

. crisis: time of difficulty, danger, etc.
Examples:
— In the 1929 economic crisis, many Americans lost their jobs.
— The leader was praised for being clear-headed during crises.

while a man may feel like it, he has that ounce more of control than a woman has.
And that last ounce is what really counts.: ... though a man may also feel like
screaming as a woman does, he has a little bit more self-control than a woman and that
makes the difference.

feel like: feel a desire for; be inclined for or to

Examples:

— What lovely weather! I do feel like a swim .

— He is so sick today that he does not feel like having anything to eat.

— I don’t feel like singing today .

count: be of value or importance

Examples:

— It is not how much you read but what you read that really counts.

— These are the men who really count .

The American does not join in the argument. : The American does not take part in the
dispute.
join in: take part in (an activity); add oneself to sth. taking place
Examples:
— I was invited to join in the exciting game .
— We are going to sing the song again. Would you like to join in?
(Note: We can either say “join in a game” or “join a game”, but we can only say “join
the Party or the Youth League.”)
argument :
1) dispute
Examples:



