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ABSTRACT

The essential problem treated is the role of law in the relationship between economic
integration and national policy making.

This role has been examined not only by reference to formal legal sources but also by
reference to a range of official materials and on the basis of questionnaires and in-
terviews.

The effects of integration law on national policy making are found to depend on the
degree of alignment between the requirements of such law and the economic integration
achieved.

These effects may not be simply constraining.

Their principal significance may be to assist states in reconciliation of national interests
with the realities of economic integration.

More particularly, the relationship between the economic and the institutional law of
integration cannot be seen simply as dependence of the former on the latter.

Rather, the development of institutional integration law may depend on the effects of
economic integration law on national policy making.
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Preface

This book is concerned with the role of law in the European integration
process. In particular, it explores the role of law in the relations be-
tween Sweden and the European Community.

The exploration is based not solely on formal legal instruments, such
as treaties and legislative acts, court decisions and the legal literature. It
also relies heavily on a range of official materials published by the
Swedish Government and the Community. Such materials have been
supplemented by information acquired through the distribution of
questionnaires to, and the interviewing of, practising lawyers and offi-
cials in Sweden.

The aim is not simply to make a contribution to the current debate
concerning the proposed European Economic Space (EES) Treaty. It
is also hoped that a background will be provided for consideration
of issues likely to arise if and when the new Treaty comes into force and
as the discussion in Sweden concerning membership of the Community
continues. More generally, it is hoped that a contribution will be made
to the study of integration law, which may be helpful in various con-
texts, such as relations between the Community itself and Eastern
European countries and even relations between states within the Com-
munity itself.

The authors are greatly indebted to all those who have made possible
the attempt to achieve such aims. To begin with, there are those who
responded to our questionnaires and consented to be interviewed. We
are also grateful for the research assistance provided by Jan Andersson,
Hakan Berglund, Roger Eklund, Mikael Gulliksson, Agneta Gus-
tafsson, Peter Hedman and Staffan Holmlund and for the computer
expertise of Roger Jacobsson and Solweig Brand. Responsibility for
errors is solely that of the authors.

Financial support has been provided by Karl-Adam Bonniers stif-
telse, the British Council, the European University Institute in Flo-



rence, Emil Heijnes Stiftelse for rattsvetenskaplig forskning, Nord-
bankens Norrlandsstiftelse, the Swedish Institute and Torsten och Rag-
nar Soderbergs Stiftelser and by the Swedish Council for Research in
the Humanities and Social Sciences.

Andrew Evans  Per Falk

Centre for European Community Law
& International Trade Law

Business School, University of Umeéa
December 1990
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