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Campus Life

@ Teaching Plan for Session One (two periods):

College Students and Debt

Teaching Arrangements:
I. Warm-up for the New Semester
II. Text A, Unit 1

* Fun Start

+ Background Information
Detailed Study of Text A
Further Practice
I11. Key to Exercises of Text A
IV. Assignments

Warm-up for the New Semester

1. Ask the students to work in groups to talk about what they have done during the
winter vacation. Students are encouraged to talk in English. If they have difficul-
ty expressing themselves, they can use Chinese expressions in their English sen-
tences. | ’

2. Another way to begin the first class is to ask the students to write a few sen-
tences describing how they plan to improve their English in the new semester,
such as listening, speaking, reading and writing. Several students may be en-
couraged to talk about their plans to the class.

3. Introduction to the teaching schedule of the new semester. Ask the students to
contribute their opinions about the teaching schedule of the new semester.

Text A, Unit 1
Teaching Objective:
Get the students to master the key words, expressions and structures, and get

1 o



Campus Life

the main idea of student debt.

Key Points:
A. Vocabularies:

- Words -7
debt consolidate handle account
up-and-coming loan credit 7 consumer
eliminate comultiple ~ » 1 ncpurchase:t 5% financial i <
give an account for eliminate ... from ... - payoff

feed one’s own desires’ ~ in the long run

- max out
take heed of e 0

B. Structures:
1. have access to ...
2. It is a hard lesson for sb. to learn
3. ... may not ... but ...

@ Fun Start—Campus Life

Step 1

Teacher can begin the class by stating briefly that campus love is quickly becoming

a widespread phenomenon and then proceed to ask about students’ opinions on this

issue.

Step 2

* Given the multiplicity of views, teacher proposes to divide the whole class into
two groups to begin a mini-debate.

* Teacher asks each group to select three representatives to speak for affirmative
and negative sides respectively.

Step 3

Teacher briefly summarizes the main ideas of the debating parties, draws a conclu-

sion and comments on the students’ performance.

@ Background Information

Student Loan Faces Credit Crisis in China

For years, the Chinese government has been subsidizing poor students with stu-
dent loans to help them finish education.
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Four state-owned banks, Bank of China, the Agricultural Bank of China, China
Construction Bank, and the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China, are required
by the government to offer student loans.

An average student can get loans of 5,000 to 6,000 yuan (US$625- US$750)
each year.

Although students now have little difficulty in getting loans, the list of students
who fail to repay their loans on time has become longer and longer.

In September, 2006, the Agricultural Bank of China sued 68 university students
who have not paid back their student loans. Earlier in the year, 42 students were
brought to court by a bank in Beijing for defaulting on repayments.

The two lawsuits are believed to be the tip of the iceberg. Each year, thousands
of student loan contracts have been breached throughout the country, said statistics.

The non-performing lending rate for student loans often reaches double digits,
almost twice as mush as the figure for commercial lending, said a banking source.

The central government is willing to help needy university students to repay
their state-subsidized student loans, if they agree to work in China’s western
regions and remote rural areas upon graduation, according to the Chinese Ministry
of Education.

@ Detailed Study of Text A

A. Pre-reading Questions
1. Do you hold credit cards and how many do you have?
2. Who pays for your school fee?
3. What do you think of student loans?

B. Detailed Study of the Text

L |0 What is popular amor;g college
In this day and age, college st- | students in this day
dents have access to more credlt ‘ Credit cards
It is qu,iv:kly becoi

‘{*i”b‘ﬁic*seﬁtehbé underlined. |
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1. In this day and age, college students have access to more credit than any
time in our world’s history.
At present, college students have more opportunity to use credit than any time
in our world’s history.
have access to sth./sb.:
1. be able to reach a place
e.g. The hotel is in a central location, so you can have an easy access to the
shops.
2. have the opportunity or the right to use sth. or approach sb.
e.g. Students need to have access to a good library.
Don 't be silly! Only nobles have access to the queen.

2. As cash is quickly becoming the currency of the past, and plastic is on its
way in, these are questions that every college student must answer or give
an account for later.

As cash is quickly becoming out of date, and credit cards are becoming popular,
these are questions that every college student must answer or give an explana-
tion for later.
plastic: n. (informal) credit card
e.g. “I haven't got any cash.” “Don 't worry. We also accept the plastic.’
on one’s/the way in: in the process of coming; be to come into being
e.g. Many new technologies are on their way in, so the college students
should acquire as much knowledge as they can to prepare for their
future career.

i

The old model of the car is out of date as new ones are on their way in.
give an account for: give an explanation for; explain
e.g. Please give an account for your disgraceful conduct.
Many phenomena do exist although we could not give an account for
them.

thn'da of goday s col}ege graduates ¢
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~ finish school with student loans. & What is the relationship between
The average of these student and money and freedom? i
federal loans is about 19,000 dol- Money does not give one free-

lars. Money does not give one dom zf it is not managed well.
freedom if it is not managed well. [Main idea § bl ;|
- This is a hard lesson for a college
. graduate to learn especially if he
~ graduates with a huge debt.

e siudent loans became popu-
lar, students* must learn how to han-
dler money, or they will probably’ be
trapped in a huge debt.

3. However, she also faced the problem that many up-and-coming college grad-

uates face today: student debt.
Howeyver, she faced the same problem as many promising college students do
today: student debt.
face: v. come up against, meet
e.g. The Premier faces the difficult task of getting the economy back to nor-
mal.
She is now facing the biggest challenge in her career.
up-and-coming: a. likely to be successful in the future
e.g. After several successful films, everyone regarded her as an up-and-com-
ing actress.
The manager was glad to see so many up-and-coming scholars come to
Jjoin his company.

. This is a hard lesson for a college graduate to learn especially if he gradu-
ates with a huge debt.
This is a lesson that a college graduate has to learn especially if he graduates
with a huge debt.
a (hard) lesson: . an (unpleasant) experience from which one can learn
e.g. Let this be a hard lesson to you. Never play with matches.
The accident is a hard lesson for everyone to learn.

455 | @ What is consumer debt?

There are two kinds of debit: Consumer debt refers to the act ‘

* good debt and bad debt. o of borrowing monéy»*to fee" o58
Consumer debt, or borrowing one’s own desires. '
money to feed one’s own desires, @ How do you prevent bad debt?
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~is bad debt and can be consolidat-
ed by eliminating the need for
these extra activities from one’s
life. Bad debt would be debt that

make different lifestyle choices.
Good debt is debt that in the long
run can be paid off, and has in
some way aided in betterment of
one’s place in society.

one could avoid by choosing to

By choosing a thrifty lifestyle and
eliminating the need for extra
activities from one's life.

@ What is good debt?
Good debt is debt that can be
eventually paid off; and has in

. some way improved one s social
position. - i :
Main idea

Bad debt is avoidable, while good

debt will contribute to one's life. .

5. Consumer debt, or borrowing money to feed one’s own desires, is bad debt
and can be consolidated by eliminating the need for these extra activities

from one’s life.

Consumer debt, which means borrowing money to satisfy one’s own desires, is
bad debt and can be consolidated by removing the need for these extra activities

from one’s life.
feed:
v. 1. give food
e.g. Have you fed the cat/baby?

He cant feed a family of five on his poor salary.

2. supply sth. (to/into)

e.g. The computer engineer then fed the data into the machine.
The spy has been feeding false information to the FBI.
consolidate: v. join things together into one; make stronger, more secure
e.g. The manager decided to consolidate the two branches to make the com-

pany more competitive.

He consolidated his power in the company by firing some employees

who were against him.

eliminate ... from ...: v. remove (sb./sth. that is not wanted or needed) from ...
e.g. She revised her essays again and again to eliminate all errors.
Risks can never be eliminated from business.

lifestyle choices.

Bad debt would be debt that one could avoid by choosing to make different

Bad debt could be avoided if you could choose a different/thrifty lifestyle.
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_ Good debt is debt that in the long run can be paid off, and has in some way
aided in betterment of one’s place in society.
Good debt can be fully paid in the end, and has in some way made one’s place
in society better.
in the long run: in the end, ultimately, eventually
e.g. In the long run, all your effort will work and benefit your career.
If you keep practicing your English, you will make great progress in the

long run.
pay off: pay in full (money owed for sth.)
e.g. She loved her son so much that she paid off all his debts.
His company will not pay off the loans by the end of next year.

€» How many pieces of advice are
" College years should be a won- | there in this paragraph for stu-
derful time for students to grow and dents? : i
learn. These years are an excellent |\ There are five pieces Of adee in
time for students to learn how to |~ @llfor smdents. - -
handle their money. If you are a stu- | & Whatare college years thought to
dent, take heed of some advice. Do be? o8
not spend more money than you | These years are an excellent time
have. Don’t max out multiple credit for students to learn how to han-
cards. Use one credit card, and keep | dle their money. =
your purchases to a minimum. Pay | Whatkind of student loan should
off your credit card bill every a student take?
month. If you have to take a stu- A student should take a student
dent loan, find one with a low per- | foan with a low percentage rate.
centage rate. These simple rules € What does the author say about
may not solve all your financial | these rules?
problems, but in the long run they | They may not solve all yaurﬁnan-
will prevent and eliminate a good cial problems, but they will pre-
deal of financial debt. - vent and eliminate a good deal of
f nancial debt in the long run.
College years are a go,ad A A
opportnnity for. students to learn how
- | to manage their mone d s %
advice can help them avowl a gaod
deal of financial debt.

7 -
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8. Ifyou are a student, take heed of some advice.
If you are a student, take notice of some advice.
heed:
n. careful attention
e.g. Take heed of the doctor s advice, or it will take longer for you.to
recover.
The CEO took no heed of the district manager s warning.
v. pay attention to (advice, etc.); take notice of sth.
e.g. You should heed what your mother says.
Vincent heeds his responsibility very much.

9. Don’t max out multiple credit cards. Use one credit card, and keep your
purchases to a minimum.
Don’t overdraw several credit cards. Use one credit card, and confine your
purchases to necessities only/buy as few things as possible.
max out: reach the limit at which nothing more is possible
e.g. Bob maxed out his working hours when he was in charge of the project.
On hearing the news that his mother was in hospital, he maxed out the
car s speed.
multiple: a. having or involving many individuals, items or tasks
e.g. The accident left the man with multiple injuries, and he had to stay in
hospital for quite a long time.
Our body needs multiple vitamins to keep healthy.

10. These simple rules may not solve all your financial problems, but in the
long run they will prevent and eliminate a good deal of financial debt.
These rules are simple and maybe they can’t solve all your financial problems,
but in the end they will avoid and remove a good deal of financial debt.
may (not): used to say that sth. is (not) possible

e.g. I may be late, so go without me.
10,000 dollars may not be enough for such a big project.

@ Further Practice
A. Ask the students to translate the following expressions into English.

e HH A 22 Y e E ‘ méke wise; deciéi(;ns
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 face the problem

the currency of the past
the legend of the past

give an account for these'questions

give an account for being absent. ..
have a bright future

have a promising future

face the challenge
feed one’s own deSf :
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solve techmcal problems
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B. Read the following sentences to the students and ask them to give
the original sentences in the text.

[

time in history.

. In present days, college students have the chance to use credit cards than any

In this day and age, college students have access to more credit than any time in

our world’s history.
.. these are questions that every college student must answer or explain later.

.. these are questions that every college student must answer or give an account

for later.

. If money is not used properly, it will not make people feel free.

Money does not give one freedom if it is not managed well.
If you are a student, pay attention to some advice.
If you are a student, take heed of some advice.

. Use just one credit card and buy as few things as possible.

Use one credit card, and keep your purchases to a minimum.
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Key to Exercises of Text A

I. Getting to the Point
1.LA 2.D 3.A 4.B 5:D

II. Informational Puzzles

. student debt

. about 66%

. eliminate the need for extra activities from life

. make different lifestyle choices

. spend more money than one has

. max out multiple credit cards

. use one credit card and keep one’s purchases to a minimum
. pay off one’s credit card bill every month

. find a student loan with a low percentage rate

[um—

O 00 9 O Li A W IN

III. Putting It All Together
In this day and age, college students have access to more credit than any time
so they should give an account for how to handle their money.
They face the problem of student debt,
and the average of these student and federal loans is about 19,000 dollars.
As a student, he should not spend more money than he has.
He should use one credit card, keep his purchases to a minimum, and pay off his
credit bill every month.
If a student wants to take a loan, he should find one with a low percentage rate.

IV. Vocabulary and Structure
A. Putting Words in Place

1. manage 2. multiple 3. up-and-coming
4. freedom 5. minimum 6. average; average; average
7. handle 8. purchases 9. were eliminated

10. financial
B. Finding the Right Expressions

1. to the minimum 2. in the long run 3. makes his own choice
4. take heed of 5. feed the desire 6. give an account for
7. eliminated from 8. have access to

C. Looking for Likeness
1. Nowadays, the young people have access to more popular concerts than any
time in the past.
2. People now have access to more information than any time in history.
3. Money does not give one happiness if it is not used in a right way.



