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SOCIAL STATISTICS

Many fundamentally important decisions about social life are a function of how well
we understand and analyze data. This sounds so obvious but it is so misunderstood.
Social statisticians struggle with this problem in their teaching constantly. This book
and its approach are the ally and a support for all instructors who want to accomplish
this hugely important teaching goal.

This innovative text for undergraduate social statistics courses is (as one satisfied in-
structor put it), a “breath of fresh air.” It departs from convention by not covering some
techniques and topics that have been in social statistics textbooks for 30 years but thatare
no longer used by social scientists today. It also includes techniques that conventional
wisdom has previously thought to be the province of graduate level courses.

Linneman’s text is for those instructors looking for a thoroughly “modern™ way to teach
quantitative thinking, problem-solving, and statistical analysis to their students . . . an
undergraduate social statistics course that recognizes the increasing ubiquity of ana-
Iytical tools in our data-driven age and therefore the practical benefit of learning how
to ““do statistics,” to “present results” effectively (to employers as well as instructors),
and to “interpret” intelligently the quantitative arguments made by others.

Thomas J. Linneman is Associate Professor of Sociology at the College of William
and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. He teaches courses on statistics. social change,
sexualities. and the media. At William and Mary, he has been the recipient of the
Thomas Jefferson Teaching Award, the highest teaching honor given annually to a
vounger member of the faculty. The citation for his award noted that Linneman has
developed a reputation among his students as a demanding professor but one who
genuinely cares about them. His teaching evaluations for his statistics course are regu-
larly a standard deviation above the mean.



Contemporary Sociological Perspectives

Edited by Doug Hartmann, University of Minnesota, Valerie Jenness, University
of California, Irvine and Jodi O’Brien, Seattle University

This innovative series is for all readers interested in books that provide frameworks for
making sense of the complexities of contemporary social life. Each of the books in this
series uses a sociological lens to provide current critical and analytical perspectives on
significant social issues, patterns and trends. The series consists of books that integrate
the best ideas in sociological thought with an aim toward public education and engage-
ment. These books are designed for use in the classroom as well as for scholars and
socially curious general readers.
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