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For Your Information 4 is a challenging book of authentic readings for
low-advanced students of English as a Second Language. It is a reading
skill-builder designed for students who have experience with reading
from mainstream sources and who are ready to delve into longer and/or
more densely written materjal with numcgd language. FYI 4 moves
away from intensive textual analysis and toward the broader applica-
tion of reading for the purpose of writing, discussion, and making pre-
sentations in academic, profess1ona1 or personal settings. It thereby
bridges the gap between reading for a controlled ESL setting and inde-
pendent reading for school, work; or pleasure. It is meant for use in
adult education programs, colleges and umversmes, language institutes,
and secondary schools.

Like FYI 1, 2, and 3, FYI 4 is made up of eight thematically based units,
each of which contains a selection of articles, interviews, stories, poems,
or essays in a wide variety of writing styles. Some selections are rather
lengthy. The book is designed to help students engage in the process of
reading critically and encourages themn to move beyond passive reading
to a more active, sophisticated analysis of the material. To this end, stu-
dents are asked to integrate, discuss, and write about new ideas, as well
as to draw on their own knowledge and experience of the topics during
in-depth follow-up activities.

The basic format for each unit in FYI 4 is as follows:

« Points to Ponder
Thought-provoking prereading questions introduce the general topic
of each unit and generate discussion and interest.

o Reading Selections and Tasks
Each unit contains two to four authentic reading selections on high-
interest topics of universal appeal. Selections are followed by a combi-
nation of writing /discussion questions and activities to help students:
« expand their vocabulary by using context to figure out meaning
and define terms and by studying and using word forms;
« hone their reading skills through a variety of strategies such as
previewing, predicting, skimming, scanning, recognizing main
ideas, analyzing style and tone, separating fact from opinion,



INTRODUCTION

understanding point of view and figurative language, and
increasing reading speed;
» gain exg}e’ﬁencé with exercises that replicate those on the
TOEFL™; V
« develop their writing skills by summarizing, paraphrasing,
writing reports and essays, and using appropriate quoting and
citing conventions
o Tying It All Together
Each unit concludes with a set of questions that encourage students
to think about, distill, and discuss the ideas they have read about.

We hope that you and your students enjoy working through the read-
ings and activities in this text and that you find the text interesting for

your information.
KLB, CBR
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‘mes change and so do languages, lives, and for some of s, even our
names. As you work your way through the readings in this unit, you will read
about the many ways that languages, lives, and names change as time goes by.

SLENENS e T e IR B L BB Y R L TR R YT I T ——

Think about and then discuss the following questions.

DISCUSSION 1. When did you decide to make a commitment to learn English at the
advanced level? Why did you make this decision?

2. In what ways has it been easy for you? Difficult?

3. Do you anglicize your name when you are with English speakers?

One of the most difficult things about moving to another country is learning a
new language. But a new language is only one of the many adjustments new-
comers have to make in overcoming culture shock. “WhatWould You Like in
Your Welcome Package?”’ explores the possibility of compiling a “welcome pack-
age” containing helpful information for foreigners living in the United States.

1. Have you ever lived in another country? If so, what were the hardest things
for you to adjust to?

PREREADING :
DISCUSSION 2. Does your country have a lot of immigrants? What kinds of problems do

you think they have adjusting to life in your country?

s 2% e ¥ o o o S beSe A%, S BT 5N
S TR LY W W N B o GO A N



SELECTION | LANGUAGE AND LIFE / UNIT 1

o —

What Would You Like in
Your Welcome Package?

Immigrants Offer Tips for an
Ofticial Guide to America

B Y D AVID W . C HEN

: z f Independence Day celebrates several ways to help immigrants
cascade IAmerica—fireworks, parades adjust. One idea was to compile a
WA, — and cascades of red, white and “welcome package” containing impor-
Z5 blue—then it also celebrates what it tant information in several languages.
prope! means to be an American. And being | * For now, that suggestion is not being
HEUE, B i : an American usually means being actively considered by the
attest an immigrant or a descendant ‘
IFEH of immigrants.

2 In New York City, this has never
been truer: A new wave of arrivals has
propelled the city’s immigrant popula-
tion to a record 2.7 million, and about
60 percent of New Yorkers are either
immigrants or their children.

Many things have changed since
the New York area’s last huge wave of
immigration early in the [twentieth]
century. Immigrants take jetliners to
Kennedy and Newark International
Airports, not ships to Ellis Island. But
as any immigrant can attest, the first
steps to life in the United States are no
less awkward, difficult and lonely.

Last year, the United States
Commission on Immigration Reform,
a Federal advisory body, suggested
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Dominican Republic,

Immigration and Naturalization
Service, which is more concerned

with reducing the unprecedented
backlog of two million immigrants:

awaiting citizenship around the coun-
try, said Eric Andrus, an I.N.S.
spokesman in Washington.

The backlog is so great—300,000
are waiting in New York City alone—
that the New York immigration district
did not have enough approved applica-
tions to stage its traditional Fourth of
Jluly swearing-in ceremony this year.

Given the agency’s priorities,
it remains to be seen whether the

welcome package will ever become; .

a reality.

But what if there were such a
package? What would be in it?
Practical things, like maps or guides to
English-language classes? Philo-
sophical things, like strategies for suc-
cessful immigrant living? Or quirky
things to reduce the chances: of
culture shock?

In the spirit of Independence Day,
eight immigrants were asked for their
thoughts. Some had specific ideas for
an official Federal information packet,
while others couldn’t resist tossing in
more personal advice.

Sonia Urban, 40, a pastry chef at
Maya Restaurant in Manhattan who
emigrated in 1970 from the
suggested
including information about the gov-

- ernment, about language schools,

11

about the liBraries.

“In some countries, people don’t
even know what taxes are,” she said.
“T woqld;explain the concept, say that

_it’s not money that you give away to

" the Government; it produces money to

12.

support the schools and Medicaid and
the hbranes
A list of discount outlets and

13

14

15

16

17
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19

wholesale companies would also be
beneficial, she said, as would a guide
to the city’s culinary delights.

“Maybe something visual, like a
poster, showing different foods, like
french fries,” she said. “If you under-
stand what it is, and what it looks like,
I think you’lkbe willing to try it.”

Liam Benson, who is in his early 50’s,
owns two bars, O’Donoghue’s and The
Quiet Woman, in Hoboken, N.J. He was
a dairy farmer in County Mayo, Ireland,
before immigrating here 15 years ago.

Mr. Benson said he would encourage
immigrants to avoid living in an area
with a large concentration of their own
nationality. Being independent, he said,
would open one’s mind. A positive atti-
tude also helps.

“A lot of Irish say that they’ll stay
one or two years,” he said. “Then one
year goes.by, and they say another
year. Then another. Until 10 years go
by so fast, and they’re still here and
they don’t achieve their maximum
while they’re here.”

People also should not cling to their
old habits, he said. For example, immi-
grants should not gripe about how
Americans write dates numerically:
7/4/98, for instance, is written 4/7/98
in Ireland and many other countries.
“You’'re not going to change the
American way,” Mr. Benson said, “so
you might as well go along with it.”

Florence Moise-Stone, 43, a lawyer for
the City University of New York, emi-
grated from Haiti about 30 years ago.
She said that Haitian immigrants would
appreciate guides to the city’s parks,
churches, libraries and ethnic enclaves.

One thing that Haitians would have
to adjust to, she said, is freedom of
speech: “You can go out and bad-
mouth Clinton all you want; nothing is
going to happen to you.”

R RN EEE X EEE N R XN I N N I NN
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HOW WELL DID  Read the following statements. If according to the article a statement is true,
YOU READ? write T on the line. If it is false, write F.

1. Over half of the res1dents of New York City are e1ther immigrants or
children of immigrants, S

2. Today immigrants have an easier time adjusting to the first steps of
life in the United States than they did earlier in‘the twentieth century.

3. Several million immigrants are waiting to become American citizens.

4. A welcome package for immigrants is being prepared by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service.

5. In the past immigrants came to the United States by ship; now
many come by plane.
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RYAB

PREREADING
ACTIVITY
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PREVIEWING

Throughout history languages have evolved and changed. It is a natural process
that was taking place long before movies and television came along to hasten
the absorption of foreign words into the vocabularies of languages around

the world. As you read “A ‘glorious mongrel,’” you will see how the English

language grew.

1. Write down any words in your native language that you know have been
absorbed into the English language.

2. Make a list of English words that have been absorbed into your native language.

There are several steps you can take to improve your reading comprehension
skills. One of the most important of these, previewing, is something you
should do before you read the article. When you preview a text, you examine
certain parts of it before you read it all the way through. You can gather clues
about an article from its title, subtitle, pictures, captions, and headings.
Previewing will give you a good idea of what you are about to read and how
you should approach reading it.

Look at the title and subtitle of the article on pages 7-8. Think about what
they mean. Look at the drawing and its caption. Then read the first sentence

of every paragraph. Write a few sentences that predict what you think the
article will be about.

Now read the whole article carefully, and see how close your prediction is.

O 0 PG S % P GO W P E E S G &L @B e DY
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A ‘qlorious mongrel

The lanquage that some Americans want fo defend against foreign
invasions is itself @ multicultural smorgasbord of borrowed words.

By Gerald Parshall

Back in 1780, John Adams urged the
creation of an American academy with
a lofty mission—to keep the English
language pure. The Continental
Congress, preoccupied with other
challenges (such as winning indepen-
dence from Britain), let the proposal
die. And wisely so. It would have been

all. We can borrow sugar from a
neighbor only because English bor-
rowed the word from Sanskrit cen-
turies ago. Ask your pal (Romany) to
go to the opera (Italian), and he may
prefer instead to go hunting in the
boondocks (Tagalog), to play polo
(Tibetan) or to visit the zoo (Greek) to

like giving a -
courtesan a
chastity belt
for her birth-
day. “The Eng-
lish language,”
as Carl Sand-
burg once ob-
served, “hasn’t } .4
got where it &
is by being |}
pure.” Not from
the get go.

The language
that many now
seek to shore | % ;
up against the ki
babel of America’s multicultural
masses is a smorgasbord (Swedish) of
words borrowed from foreign tongues.
Three out of four words in the dictio-
nary, in fact, are foreign born.
Sometimes anglicized, sometimes not,
many loan words are so familiar that
most English speakers are aware of
their exotic origins only vaguely if at

test his skill
(Danish) at
milking a camel
(Hebrew), after
which he may
need a shampoo
(Hindi). Whe-
ther silly or
scholarly, many
sentences have
1 equally rich lin-
eages, illustrat-
ing Dorothy
Thompson’s
aphorism
(Greek) that
> English is a
“glorious and imperial mongrel”
(mongrel, fittingly, being pure
English).

English itself is one of history’s most
energetic immigrants. Three northern
European tribes, the Angles, the Saxons
and the Jutes, got the enterprise started
by invading Britain around A.D. 449.
The Vikings arrived from Scandinavia in
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| The word
alphabet is
derived from the
first two letters
of the Greek
alphabet, alpha
and beta.

hoard

1 78
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MR I E
coinage

&, e
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B, S
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Wt R
schlock

Kan, thdm, e
Tﬁ. N
promiscuous
B
calibrate

B

A.D. 793 to mix it up, battle-ax against
battle-ax, adverb against adverb.
The Norse and Anglo-Saxon tongues
melded, enriching the word hoard.

Example: You reared a child (Anglo- -

Saxon) or raised a child (Norse). As
every schoolchild used to know, the
Norman French conquered England in
1066. The language of the Saxon peas-
antry then conquered the Norman aris-
tocracy. The result was a tongue that
kept its Germanic structure but took in a
buge new vocabulary of French words
and through it Latin and Greek terms.
Traders, warriors, scholars, pirates and
explorers all did their part to advance
English’s cosmopolitan destiny.

The language was happily spiced
with words from 50 languages even
before the opening of the New World
offered fresh avenues. Americans

quickly became known for their own

coinages, the many “Americanisms”
they invented—words like groundhog,
lightning rod. belirtle (minted by
Thomas Jefferson), seaboard—new
words for a new land. But American
English also adopted American Indian
terms, (mostly place names) and wel-
comed useful words brought across

the water by immigrants. The Dutch
supplied pir (as found in fruit) and .

boss (as found in the front office),
sleigh, snoop and spook. Spanish sup-
plied filibuster and bonanza. Yiddish
enabled Americans to kibitz schmicks
who sold schlock or made schmaltz.

Big dictionary

Today, after 1,500 years of promiscu-
ous acquisitiveness, the vocabulary of
English is vast. The Oxford English
Dictionary lists more than 600,000
words; German has fewer than one third

that number, French fewer than one
sixth. What makes English mammoth
and unique is its great sea of synonyms,
words with roughly the same meaning
but different connotations, different lev-
els of formality and different effects on
the ear. Anglo-Saxon words are blunt,
Latin words learned, French words
musical. English speakers can calibrate
the tone and meter of their prose with
great precision. They may end (Anglo-
Saxon), finish (French) or conclude
(Latin) their remarks. A girl can be fair
(Anglo-Saxon), beautiful (French) or
attractive (Latin). A bully may evoke
fear (Anglo-Saxon), terror (French) or
trepidation (Latin).

Its depth and precision have helped
make English the foremost language of
science, diplomacy and international
business—and the medium of
T-shirts from Tijuana to Timbuktu. It is
the native tongue of 350 million people
and a second language for 350 million
more. Half the books being published
in the world are in English; so is 80
percent of the world’s computer text.
While Americans debate bilingualism,
foreigners learn English. Its popularity
is fed by U.S. wealth and power, to be
sure. But Richard Lederer, author of
The Miracle of Language and other
books on the peculiarities of English,
believes the language’s “internationali-
ty” has innate appeal. Not only are
English’s grammar and syntax relative-
ly simple, the language’s sound system
is flexible and “user friendly”—for-
eign words tend to be pronounced the
same as in their original tongue. “We
have the most cheertfully democratic
and hospitable language that ever
existed,” Lederer says. “Other people
recognize their language in ours.”



