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Objectlves'
> Understand descriptions of various social customs.
> Learn to make comparisons.
Understand discussions of advantages and disadvantages of customs.
> Understand cohesiveness of a passage in expressing similarities and

differences.
booze-up /'b \p/ (8) (BrE infml) a party where people drink a lot of al-
cohol
bowler hat (1 (BrE) a hard round black hat [&] JH## L ig

bride-to-be (8 a woman who is going to be married soon

compact /kam'pakt; 'kompakt/ (2) small, but arranged so that everything fits neatly into
the space available

Czech /t[ek/ (4) s [ EBE K]

ce /di'vais/ (6) a legally end one’s marriage to (sb.)



dreadful /'dredful/ (5) adj.
expand /ik'spand/ (6) v.

folk dance (3)

frown /fraon/ (8) v.

humid /'hjuimid/ (2) adj.

extremely unpleasant

become larger in size, number or amount, or make
sth. become larger S

a traditional dance from a partlcular area

make an angry, unhappy, or confused expression,

movmg your eyebrows together

hot and wet in a way that makes you feel uncomfort-

able

Lent /lent/ (4) n.

the 40 days before Easter when some Christians eat
less food or stop doing sth. that they enjoy jc%—p

orﬁelet /'omllt/ @) n.

Osaka /ou'sa:ka; "a:satka: /(2)

spllt /spht/ (6) v.

square dance (3)

Victorian /vik'ta:rian/ (5) ad].

VOWS /vaoz/ (78) pl.

widow /'widav/ (6) v.

eggs mixed together and cooked in hot fat, some-
times with other foods added

KBRLH A 5 P A

divide or separate sth. into different parts or groups,

or be d1v1ded 1nto dlfferent parts or groups

a type of tradrtlonal country dance in which four
pairs of dancers face each other in a square, and sb.
calls out the movements they should do 75 H2%
relating to or coming from the period from 1837—
1901 when Victoria was Queen of England ()
e FIE 2 AR, A 4 2 FIE A E R AR Y
(also marriage/wedding vows) the promises one
makes during one’s wedding

(besidosged)if sommeans ia widowed, their husband

or wife has died

In this part, you’ll hear Gratel and Mr. Clark talking about “the typical En-

glish gentleman”.



A. Answer the following questions.
1) What did Gretel want to see in the City of London?

2) Why was she so surprised?

3) What did the Englishmen look like?

4) Why did Gretel think they must be typical English gentlemen?

5) Did Mr. Clark also think there is such thing as a “typical” Englishman?

6) What English saying did Mr. Clark use to prove his opinion?

B. Write down the poem “If All the Seas Were One Sea”.

You'll listen to a conversation between a British man and a Japanese
student comparing life in Britain and Japan.

A. Complete the following sentences with what you hear on the tape.

1) Ifound that living in Japan, . They seem to work the whole day.
2) Where I was living in Japan, in the north, it was much , especially in winter,
centigrade. Does the winterinOsaka ~ than the

winter in England?
3) I found Japan than Britain, especially in the




north. The mountains are . .Ifoundit ~ than
Britain. »

4) And therefore the towns and villages

5) So because the cities are more crowded, .. tendtobe , don’t
they?

B. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according
" to the tape.
1) People need to take three showers a day in the humid and hot summer in Japan. |
2) Winter in Osaka is shorter than that in England. | |
3) Estuko thinks the countryside in Japan is more beautiful than that in England. | |
4) Britain is mountainous and Japan is much flatter. | |

5) Houses in Britain tend to be smaller and compact.| |

oask 3

In this task, you’ll listen to a conversation about folk dances in the United
States.

A. Answer the following questions.

1) What is the difference between the folk dances in the US and other countries?

2) How many dancers are there in a folk dance in the US according to the man?

3) Why is it called square dance?

4) How does the man tell the dancers what they should do?




5) What kind of clothes do people wear in folk dancing?

B. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according
to the tape.
1) There is only one folk dancing group in each city in the United States. |
2) Usually there are four men and four women in a folk dancing group. |
3) In square dancing, there are four people on each side of the square. | |
4) A man usually speaks quickly to tell the dancers what they should do. |

5) People dance fast, therefore there is not much time for them to think of the instructions in the

song. |

C. Complete the following sentences with what you hear on the tape.

1) In square dancing, usually ~ when they start, with a man and a

woman

2) Then there’s a man who tells the dancers . He usually

, and while they dance.
3) Folk dancing in the Unites States is very fast; people -
4) The dancers wear . They makes the dances

Qask 4

In this task, you’ll listen to six customs in different countries.

Answer the following questions.

1) What was known as “Setsubun”?

2) What did many Chinese families burn to bring good luck before the Chinese Lunar New Year?



3) What was the old custom in choosing what to wear by brides in America?

4) Why did the people of Ponti, Italy eat an omelet made with 1,000 eggs before Lent?

5) What was a “Smrt”?

6) What did people do on St. Anthony’s Day in Mexico?

A.Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F) according

to the tape.

1) The two speakers agree that Victorian life used to be much more fun than it is now.| ]

2) In Victorian England, people had to wear hats and long gloves even when they were eating
cakes and biscuits.| ]

3) Life is much slower than it used to be in Victorian England, where people never had time to
stop and enjoy themselves.| ]

4) There were more illnesses in Victorian times, some of which do not exist today.| ]

5) Children in Victorian England hardly ever saw their parents, because their parents were work-
ing hard.| ]

6) Children nowadays do not wear tight, uncomfortable grown-up clothes, and their life is much
better than before.| ]

7) According to the woman, women today enjoy more freedom, though they may have to work
hard.| ]



B. Write out a list of the advantages and disadvantages of life in the Victorian

times.

This passage is about the changing of American family structure.

A. Choose the best answer to complete each of the following sentences.

1) With the industrialization of American society,the ~ family became more common.
a) extended b) nuclear ¢) blended

2) At present, nearly one out of every  marriages in the United States ends in divorce.
a) two b) three c) four

3) Nowonein  Americans lives alone.
a) three b) four : c) five

4) Currently, thereisa(n)  in the number of childless marriages.
a) increase b) decrease c) don’t know



