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Unity in Writing

Pre-test

Writing ABC Unity in Writing
Language Basics =)

Exercises

| 1. Build up sentence writing abilities #3847 &L/ N
Il. Learn the following sentence structures frequently used in written English §
feti AR
IIl. Enlarge your vocabulary 3 kR #&
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Pre-test

I. Pick out the incomplete sentences RS TRHARED
1. Walking down the street as fast as his little legs would allow.
2. Sue taking to her teacher about the courses she needs.
____ 3. Edith was crying and throwing the dishes.
______ 4. Glancing up, she spotted the stolen bicycle.
_____ 5 Asking for a day off to go to the doctor.

6. The leaves covering the road the hunters were travelling.

iI. Choose the better word to fill in the blank JENKENIEC K2

{. This hotel serves a grade of coffee. (superior; good)

2. Napoleon was one of the generals in history. (most capable; best)

3. A person doesn’t commit sins or crimes. (kind; virtuous)

4. Your proposal sounds but we'll have to talk about it further. (reasonable;
fine)

5. Heisawvery performer; he can sing, act, dance and play the piano. (skillful;
versatile)

6. Years of practice have made Steve playing the flute. ( proficient in; good at)

lll. Compare the two paragraphs and write down their main ideas L ™
R, SHERPLBE
|. Television presents a vivid world in front of us. —~ Main idea:
We can get much useful information and widen
our scope of knowledge. They are helpful in our
daily life. It is the guide of our behavior:Watching
TV cannot take the place of reading or outdoor
activities. Spending too much time on TV has bad
effects on our life and work. Some parents allow
their children to stay in front of TV for a long
time. We should be aware of what to watch and
how to watch.
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2. We have benefited a lot from the invention of r Main idea: —————"

television. it keeps us informed of current affairs,

and allows us to follow the latest development in
politics and science. Many of the TV programs |
are both instructive and stimulating. We can almost i
travel around the world and acquaint ourselves
with the strangest customs while sitting in the
room. Indeed television presents a vivid world
before us.

e

Writing AB Unity in Writin

A well-written paragraph must have unity. That is, each paragraph which
contains a group of sentences should develop one main idea. Sentences
that are not properly related to the main idea should be left out.

Seeking unity is one of the principles in English writing. It helps a writer
communicate his ideas clearly to a reader; therefore, it is important to any
form of writing—a business letter, an essay or a term paper.

1. —BMRRISEEPMRERNZ—.
2. IRENWPERGEERENEHBELBRE—TPO.
3. 5PLBREXNRBAMBR.

The following paragraph is not a good paragraph because it lacks unity.

There are two main reasons why I have decided to attend this university.
Choosing a suitable university is not very easy. Some of my friends chose where to
study for very bad reasons. John has never been to a university. I’ ve met his grand-
farther, and he still has a sharp mind for a man of his age. Susan chose a university_
because the food there was said to be quite good. Susan is really not too clever, so I
shouldn’t criticize her. Actually, it was her father who made choice for her.
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There are clear main ideas in the following paragraphs.

With the rapid development of computer science, students will be aided with
specially prepared multi-media software to study their subjects better. Homework
will be possibly assigned and handed in through electronic mail system. Students
can even take examinations on their computers linked with the teachers’ and get
their scores at once. They will get diplomas if they pass all the required exams.
Experts believe that this type of education will be very popular in the years ahead.

\‘1 Main idea: Computers will become an efficient aid in students’ studies )

The world is not only hungry, it is also thirsty for water. This may seem strange
to you, since nearly 75% of the earth’s surface is covered with water. But about
97% of this huge amount is sea water, or salt water. Man can only drink and use the
other 3%—the fresh water that comes from rivers, lakes, underground, and other
sources. And we cannot even use all of that, because some of it is in the form of

icebergs and glaciers. Even worse, some of it has been polluted.

L{Main idea: The world is short of water. |

Language Basics

I. Build up sentence writing abilities ME9FMAEN

Many students hope that they could write as beautifully in English as in
Chinese. But they more often than not find themselves incapable of writing
correctly. Writing correct sentences is therefore the first and foremost step
when we begin writing.

1. BEREOFERRBRDARENND, RMICOFEERBIABRA.
2. BRNBEBRNIORNNET.

The following is a sample of a paragraph full of broken sentences written
by a CET4 level student. Please point out the mistakes after reading it and
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try your best to correct them according to the main idea below.

Please say “no”, when is time to said “No”’. Sometimes one person ask for you
helps, give it or not. Say “Yes” or “No”? Maybe, You will say ““of course”, help
him!” however, I think “Yes” can’t be give at any time, so to speak, say “No” when
you should. For example, helps asked is difficult to do for you; you have the most

important thing to do, and so on, in a word, Don’t hesitate to say No.

Main idea: In what cases do we say "No" when we are asked to offer
our help?

After reading the above paragraph, you are sure to have noticed many
mistakes in sentence structures, in grammar and in punctuation. Such writing
is not rarely seen in many students’ daily writings. So we must concentrate
our efforts on improving our sentence-writing abilities.

Read the following well-written sentences and grasp the main basic sentence
patterns.

1. Some of the fresh water is in the form of icebergs.
Water is in the form of icebergs. ( £ — 3y — 34 #y)

2. A smartly dressed young man appeared from under the desk.
A man appeared. (£ - 31 & 1)

3. People can enjoy all sorts of entertainment such as restaurants, department stores, and
concert halls.

People enjoy entertainment. (¥ - 3 - % % #)

4. My childhood friend found me an apartment in New York City.
My friend found me an apartment. (¥ - 3y - F|& - EE44)

5. A good teacher-student relationship makes the teacher’s job worthwhile.
A relationship makes the job worthwhile. (£ — 8y — & — B4 4 #)

li. Learn the following sentence structures frequently used in written English
Efepon
1. Use an infinitive as subject (EFlFRERIETIEB)
To learn English well now is to grasp a useful tool for your future career.

To protect the environment is to protect ourselves.

2. Find + sth./sb. + adj. (=¥ 543)
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The essay is difficult.
The students find the essay difficult to understand.
The paper is too long.

The committee found the paper too long for the symposium.

lll. Enlarge your vocabulary xS ®
1. RR “BHTE H—a33%54

work hard & HT/E

do one’s best REALH, ROMA
make an effort / make efforts {FHEH
strive 735k, &3

work hard
The do their best 3 s )
y ke efforts to narrow down their generation gap.

strive

TR B N—HRIHFAH
good 2389

excellent {E
perfect semy

superb RE38Y

| example in helping children in poor

oot Hope isais) areas go back to school

L1

Exercises

I. Contract the basic sentence patterns of the following sentences B3
*F

| More and more people in the world are concerned about the pollution in their
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globe village—the only dwelling place of the human race.

The first man who cooked his food, instead of eating it raw, lived so long ago that

we have no idea who he was or where he lived.

The young man finally admitted to having taken these books from the bookstore
without paying for them.

People who fived near the sea noticed the two ships wrecked together in the gunfire.

Larry suddenly came up with a holiday plan that interested all of his classmates.

Il. Make sentences with the patterns and words given BI85t

find + n. + adequate

notice + n.+ peculiar

think + n. + satisfactory

look + perfect

remain + decent

sound + superb

lil. Correct the mistakes in the following sentences Mt
I. The bus driver injured in the traffic accident taken to the hospital,

A

Working in the factory can learn a lot from the workers,

All of us hearing somebody singing in the next room.

| stood there, listened to the broadcast.

Having given a wrong number, we couldn’t contact him over the phone.
Give the application to the man sit at that desk.
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IV. Point out the mistakes and rewrite the paragraph according to the main
idea given SH#RHEEZRR
Main idea: In what cases do we say “No” when we are asked to offer our help?
Almost all the people with warm heart think that the word “no’ is not be able to say

when other ask for help. It sounds reasonable in a way. but “no” means not careless and

cold heart. If we no ability to help them better, the “No" is helpful to the people in need
help. For they can search for another better and powerful persons to help them.

V. Study the following paragraphs and write down the main ideas of each

paragraph #iFEEPLEBS

Good books are our teachers. They teach us
science, history, literature, philosophy and so on.
More importantly, they tell us what is good and
what is evil so that we are able to distinguish
between the good and the bad. In fact, no advice
is better than the old saying:*To open a book is

always beneficial”.

2. The relationship between a teacher and a student

V1. Write down the main ideas and pick out the sentences irrelevant to the

can be either good or bad, helpful or harmful.
Either way, the relationship can affect the student
for the rest of his life. A good teacher-student
relationship will make learning enjoyable and
interesting and the teacher's job worthwhile. A
bad relationship can discourage the student from
learning and make teaching an unpleasant task.

Main idea:

- Main idea:

main idea of each paragraph @EPLBBHIRBIBESPHBRTXNDFT

b

Life is exciting and convenient in the city. People
can enjoy all sorts of entertainment such as
restaurants, department stores and concert halls.
The air is polluted with poisoncus gases emitted
from the smokestacks of factories. The latest

=< Main idea:
Irrelevant sentences:



exhibitions, films or plays are always within easy
reach. In addition, the bus, trolley and subway
systems are easy to follow. Traffic accidents occur

every day. L e
2. War is a terrible thing. In my opinion, no country Main idea: -~ - R
can keep itself from being invaded unless she has Irrelevant sentences: |

effective means of self-defense. Everyone hears
the word with horror and fear. When in war, the |
whole nation is thrown into extreme confusion. |
Large amounts of money are wasted and ‘ '
thousands of lives sacrificed. Even the victorious

country loses more than it gains. ‘ S e

VIl. Wring task BIE%S

Write a paragraph entitled “Our university life is colorful”.
Words and phrases for reference: (FIRE;CHE3E)

enjoy colorful

study research

provide ... with group discussion

societies and organizations individual presentation
experienced teachers well-known

extra-curricular clubs

recreational evenings in-class and after-class activities
associations games

sports English corner

speech competition colorful

interesting
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