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To the student

How do you learn a language? There is no easy answer to this question. People learn
languages in many different ways. The Inmowveafions series starts from the basis of natural
conversations people have every day, then teaches you the language you need to have similar

conversations in English.

To make this process as interesting, motivating, and productive as possible, the Inneovations
series:

* contains numerous examples of the way grammar and vocabulary are naturally used.
You can learn a lot of useful vocabulary from good grammar exercises, and good
vocabulary activities will give you practice with the grammar of English.

* introduces you to many new features of spoken grammar and useful idiomatic language,
followed by opportunities to practise them in meaningful contexts.

* includes reading texts that are intriguing and challenging, giving you plenty to talk — and
think — about.

* features ‘Learner advice’ pages, which will help you study better.

We hope you find Innoevations as fun and interesting to learn from as we did to write!

Acknowledgements

The authors and publishers would like to thank the following teachers for their valuable input
on this material at various stages during production:

David Frank Barnes, The British Institute of Florence; Richard Booker, School of Professional and Continuing
Education, University of Hong Kong; Michael Bowles, The British Council; John Cargill, The British Council;
Alex Chevrolle, EF English First; José Olavo de Amorim, Colégio Bandeirantes; Audrey Don, Universidad
Latina de America; John Eaglesham, British School of Milan; Frank Farmer, Universidad de Quintana Roo,
Unidad Cozumel; Kirsten Holt, St Giles Eastbourne; Pamela Humphreys, The British Council; Maria Helena
Primon lema, Sociedade Brasileira de Cultura Inglesa Sdo Paulo; Belgin Ogrek, Ozel Florya Koleji; Guy
Perring, The British Council; Mark Rendell, EF English First; Mark Rossiter, American University of Dubai;
Andre Joao Rypl, Cultura Inglesa Porto Alegre.

Andrew Walkley has taught mainly in Spain and Britain over the past twelve years. He currently divides his
time between teaching general English, writing materials and maintaining a family life. He also does teacher
training and regularly gives talks and workshops to teachers from all over the world. He would like to thank
Macu, Rebeca and Santiago. Much love, and sorry for spending so much time in front of the computer!

Hugh Dellar has taught EFL, ESP and EAP in Indonesia and Britain, where he is now a teacher and teacher-
trainer at the University of Westminster, London. He trains both native-speaker and non-native speaker
teachers. He has also given papers and teacher development workshops all over the world. He would like to
thank the following people: Lisa — for just being there; his mum and dad, Julian Savage, Maud Dunkeld, Andy
Fairhurst, Nick Groom, Carole Patilla, Sally Dalzell, Nick Barrett, Darryl Hocking, Andrew Walkley, Rob
Batstone, Ivor Timmis, Scott Thornbury, Chris Wenger, Howard Middle, Stuart Tipping, Michael Lewis and
Jimmie Hill for their help, support, inspiration and enthusiasm over the years and Thierry Henry, Patrick
Viera, Robert Pires, Curtis Mayfield, Pharoah Sanders, lain Sinclair and Wong Kar-Wei for bringing beauty and
joy to my rare moments of free time and for helping me get through!!

Darryl Hocking is a teacher and teacher-trainer in both ESOL and EAP, as well as a lecturer in art and
design, at Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand. He specialises in developing academic literacies
programmes in art and design and has also worked in this area at Goldsmiths, University of London. He
would like to thank Rosemary, Lucia and Isaac.



Contents

Getting to know
you 8

Unit 2

Free time

Holidays 20

Listening:
A Conversation During
a Coffee Break 9

Reading:
The Secret of Success [0

Using Vocabulary

Asking personal questions: How old are you, if you don’t mind
me asking? ...

Common verb collocations: do a lot of damage, give you a lift
to the station, ...

Classroom language: Fill in the gaps. Compare your answers with
a partner. ...

Using Grammar

Past simple and past continuous: | was still packing when
my taxi to the airport turned up! ...

Readmg
Interview with Fritzi 16

Using Vocabulary

Evening activities: | just stayed in and watched TV.
I went out for dinner. ...

Talking about free time activities: | once joined a bridge club. ...

Using Grammar

Present perfect continuous and past simple: I've been
playing tennis now for about five years. | played tennis for
about five years. ...

Time expressions: when | was at high school, since | was

at high school, ...

14
)

Listening:
Summer Holidays 22

Using Yocabulary

Holiday activities: lying on the beach all day, sunbathing,
going sightseeing, ...

Expressions with place: There’s a nice little Italian place near
my office which does great pasta. ...

Using Grammar

Present prefect: I've just had some great news. Have you ever
been to Sri Lanka? I've been to Australia twice now. ...

Position of adverbs: I've never been to Canada. I've always liked
the British. ...

20

23

24

25

Feelings 26

Reading:
The Day That Changed
My Life 26

Using Vocabulary
Expressions with get: get married, get killed, get sacked, ...

Adjectives with two different forms: surprising/surprised,
depressing/depressed, ...

Collocations: annoying habits, boring day, ...

Using Grammar

Two uses of the present continuous: an unfinished action in
the present, an arrangement in the future

Negative responses: Not now. I'm watching TV. Ill do it later. ...

27

28
29

30
31

Review: Units 1-4

32

Work

Listening:
So,What Do You Do? 40

Using Vocabulary
Talking about work: I'm self-employed. 'm

Talking about whether you like your job:
I have to travel a lot. | get to travel a lot. ...

a housewife. ...

Using Grammar

| Get used to/be used to: You'll get used to it. I'm so used

to getting up early. ...
Opinions with must: You must get a bit depressed, though,
seeing all those people wasting their lives. ...

36

<F

38

41




Unit 6

Reading:
I'm a Car-boot Sale

Using Vocabulary
Places where you can buy things: car-boot sale,

Shopping 0 Addict and Proud of It! 42 | ec60d hand shop, designer boutique, ... 42
Thing — an important word in English: I've got to pack my things
tonight. Sorry, but I've left my swimming things at home. ... 43
Different shops: bank, sandwich bar, newsagent’, ... 44
Money collocations: | earn four hundred pounds a week, ... 45
Using Grammar
Must/mustn’t: | must get some shampoo. | mustn’t forget to go
to the bank later. ... 46
Alternatives to must and mustn’t: | wouldn’t go there
if | were you. ... 46
Focus on must and have to: | have to send in my tax return
by Friday at the latest. ... 47
 mm 7;- e Listening: Using Vocabulary
unl' , A Dreadful Weekend 48 Adijectives: efficient, sweaty, apologetic, ... 48
Complaints 48 | Reading: Softening complaints: I'm sorry, but my room’s rather small,
SHaut . ts.com 52 I'm sorry, but my room isn’t very big. ... 48
Using Grammar
Had to: | had to get some milk on my way home. ... 50
Had to/didn’t have to: | had to be at the station at 6.30
this morning. | didn’t have to be home early yesterday. ... 51
More ways of expressing obligation: It wasn’t against the law. ... 5|
u .' 8 Reading: Using Vocabulary
nl Home — But Not Different kinds of homes: a studio flat, a cottage,
House and home 54 Alone 55 | g converted flat in an old warehouse, ... 54
Listening: Cities and areas: It’s dead. It’s quite rough. ... 56
A Conversation Between Using Grammar
E" Alu Pair and Her New g | Make and let: | can’t believe your family let you take the
S 5 morning off: Mine make me work a twelve-hour day! ... 58
Review: Units 5-8 60
u .' 9 Listening: Using Grammar
“I Recorpmending c Present perfect and past simple: I've made all the
Computers 64 Website 64 | classic mistakes. | downloaded free software. ... 66
Present perfect with always and never: I've never been to
South America. I've always liked my coffee black. ... 67
How long? When?: How long have you lived there?
When did you move here? ... 67
Using Vocabulary
Computer words: check, connect, crash, laptop, ... 64
Time expressions: for and since 67
Giving general advice: Have you tried ... ? | guess you
could try ... 68
Keep + -ing: | keep having trouble whenever | try to send e-mails. ... 68
L Listening: Using Vocabulary
unl' lo Rachel’s Birthday 72 Prepositional phrases: on the platform, from the airport, ... 71
. Time expressions: Can we make it eight o’clock? ... 73
Meeti eople 70
eting peop Saying that you don’t mind: I'm easy. ... 73
Using Grammar
The -ing form and infinitive: Do you fancy going?
Would you like to go? ... 74
The -ing form, infinitive with to or infinitive without to:
Have you got used to using this book yet? Did your parents
let you stay out late at night? Is there anything you regret doing? ... 75




Reading:
Different Vehicles and

Using Grammar
Comparatives and superlatives: The sooner, the better.

Transport and Their Owners 76 | It's one of the best places to eat in town. ... 78
travel 76 Using Vocabulary
Number adjectives: a twenty-thousand-pound Harley Davidson,
an eight-minute drive, ... 77
Driving vocabulary: He never indicates when he’s turning left
or right. She’s always driving in the bus lanes. ... 77
Describing a journey: It was fine. Terrible! ... 80
Trip expressions: We stopped over in Moscow for a night. ... 80
Idiomatic comparisons: like clockwork, like a log, ... 8l
u ' l 2 Reading: Using Vocabulary
“l Eat Your Greens! 84 | Describing food: Its a kind of vegetable. It’s quite fattening. ... 82
Food Adjectives to describe food: bland, comfort, filling, healthy, ... 83
Food collocations: lose weight, a balanced diet, ... 85
Using Grammar
Should’ve: We should’ve gone somewhere else. ... 86
Review: Units 9-12 88
u ' l 3 Listening: Using Vocabulary
nl A Day Out 94 | Sightseeing words: a statue, a monument, a museum,
o 92
Sightseeing 92 e gallfery,
Collocations: | must've taken about a thousand photos so far! ... 93
Describing places: It’s a bit of a rip-off. It’s the best place to
eat in town. ... 93
Talking about the weather: It rained the whole time.
It was really hot and sticky. ... 95
Weather forecasts: They said it was going to rain all night. ... 95
Using Grammar
Talking about the future: going to, will, probably, might 96
u l 4 Reading: Using Grammar
nl' The Bad Old Days 98

Studying

Verb patterns: He complained to the manager.
He was sacked for drinking in school. ... 99

Listening: The future: seven important verbs: apply, dread, expect, hope,
Conversations Between look forward to, plan, think 102
Students and
Teachers 100 | Using Vocabulary
Test, exam, degree, etc.: certificate, degree, diploma, ... 100
Talking about tests and exams: | messed up badly! ... 101
Short natural answers: It might. | doubt it. Definitely. ... 103
u ' ‘ 5 Listening: Using Vocabulary
n I SPe°P|e Talking About s Places for playing sport: court, pitch, course, centre 104
Sport L Describing an event: The conditions were perfect.
It’s a big match. ... 105
Using Grammar
First conditionals: If it’s a fast race, he’ll probably win. ... 106
If- clauses: Ill give you a hand if you want. ... 107




e I 6 Reading: Using Vocabulary
unl' A Self-made Man 110 | Useful collocations: runs his own business,
11
Business 1o employ lo:‘.s of pe?ple, i
Expressions with business and company: a company car,
do a lot of business, ... 11
Talking about money: It’s good value for money.
It's a waste of money. ... 112
Verb + money: borrow money from someone, invest money
in something, ... 112
Collocations with market: the mobile phone market,
the market for organic food, ... 113
Business verbs: withdraw (a product from the market),
re-think (a strategy), ... 113
Using Grammar
Second conditionals: If we did that, we could invest the money
in hospitals and things like that. ... 114
Refusing requests and invitations: Listen, I'm sorry.
I've got a meeting with my boss. If it was anyone else, I'd say no. ... 115
Review: Units 13~16 116
u @ I 7 Reading: Using Vocabulary
nl' What'sYour Type? 122 | Adjectives to describe people: big-headed, independent,
. religious, ... 120
Friends and i : y
famil 120 Describing people: a bit of an introvert, desperate,
-y quite fussy, ... 122
Talking about people’s ages: He can'’t be older than eighteen,
in his forties, in her early fifties, ... 123
Using Grammar
Used to, would: | used to go windsurfing a lot when | was younger. ... 124
u .' I 8 Reading: Using Vocabulary
“I Four Experiences 127 | Festivals: a parade, a film festival, a music festival, ... 126
Nationalities, Disagreeing: Come on! That’s a bit of an exaggeration! ... 130
festivals and Listening: ity: di :
P Ty 130 Stereotypes and reality: distant, dull, generous, ... 131
languages 126 /
Using Grammar
Relative clauses: Glastonbury has become a place people
go to in order to drink and take drugs. ... 128
u ® ' I 9 Reading: Using Vocabulary
nl &'CE a“g FDamous °"7 e Talking about crimes: He was lucky. He got off lightly. ... 133
Law and order 32 AN SRERRaR: Giving approximate numbers: about, almost, around, over, ... 133
Basic crime vocabulary: dead, stab, get away with, ... 134
Using Grammar
Third conditionals: If we'd left the house earlier, we wouldn’t
have missed our flight. ... 136
u ® ' 2 o Listening: Using Vocabulary
ni At the Doctor’s 141 | Collocations: get an awful cold, cut my finger, ... 138
Health 138 Talking about health: What’s the matter? Are you allergic
to anything? ... 139
Using Grammar
Giving advice: Maybe you should ... , should, have to 142
Should for talking about the future: You should try that
1 new ltalian place that has just opened. ... 142
Review: Units 17-20 144
Tapescript 148 Grammar commentary 162
Grammar introduction 160 Expression organiser 170




What do you do? * Have you got a boyfriend? « You look much younger than that! « | like your glasses.
* Are you single? « Have you got any brothers or sisters? * She's got a funny accent. * I'm from up north.
* Haven't we met before! * You're not married, are you? * Are all Norwegians like you? ¢ I've never met

anyone from South Africa before. ¢ It sounds like a really interesting place. * I'd love to go there. * Wh

are you learning English, then? « Really?
Do you? * Oh, so you're American, then?

Getting to know you

Using vocabulary
1 ‘ Fact-finding

Complete these questions 1-6 with the best
missing word. Then match the questions to the
answers a—f.

IWWhat,, ... e you do? ol
e O o are you from? b
Sl Ll s your birthday? i
4. What do you do when you're

........... working? i
e el ottt you like football? S
[P, SRR you married? £k
a. Sweden.
b. April the fifth.
c. No, | hate it.
d. | work for IBM.| do web design.
e. No, not yet, but we're thinking about it.
f. Nothing much. Watch TV, go shopping, that

kind of thing.

Now complete questions 7-12 and match them to

the answers g-l.

65 O Al old are you? o
8i—Howilongti. e ie you staying here? =]
9. IHow: . . oty have you been here? o
1O How', ... 5 e do you earn? ]
JIBLES fo you got any brothers or sisters? e

12. How long have you ........... learning English? Fgl

g.  Till next week. We're going back on Tuesday.

h.  Twenty-five.

i.  For six years on and off, but I'm still not very good.
j-  It’s nearly twenty years now.

k. Not enough!

I.  Two brothers. One older, one younger.

h

|
' When we answer questions like Where are you '{
| ||
| from? and How old are you? we don’t usually reply |

Real English: Answering questions

. with full sentences like | am from Brazil or | am

- sixteen years old. One word or short phrase is

| usually enough — Brazil or Sixteen. If we really do
| not want to answer a question, we can say: I'd rather |
| not say, if you don't mind.

2 ‘ Speaking

Which of the twelve questions in Exercise | above
would you ask ...

I. the first time you met someone?
2. once you knew them a bit better?
3. once you knew them really well?

Are there any questions which you would never
ask? Why not?

3 | More personal questions

If you want to ask a more personal question, you
can add if you don’t mind me asking. For example:

How old are you, if you don’t mind me asking?
How much do you earn, if you don’t mind me asking?

How long have you been learning English, if you don’t
mind me asking?

What happened to your hand, if you don’t mind me
asking?

C '\ Listen to the questions above and practise
saying them. Can you think of any other
personal questions you could add the phrase if

you don’t mind me asking to?

4 ’ Speaking

In groups of three or four, use some of the twelve
questions from Exercise | to find out the
following.

Who is the oldest in your group?

Who is the youngest?

Who will be the next person to have a birthday?
Who has the most brothers and sisters?

Who has been studying English the longest?
Who has the best job?

Who does the most interesting things when they're
not working?

NEo T s W N =

Try to find the person in your class you have most
in common with. Start by asking questions 1-12
from Exercise |. Then make up your own
questions to find out what you want.



5 ! Listening

f‘\ You are going to hear a conversation that

¢ took place during the coffee break in a
language class. The conversation is between two
English people, Jack and Lisa, studying Italian in
England. Listen and find out which of the twelve
questions in Exercise | they asked.

With a partner, try to remember as much as you
can about Jack and Lisa.

1 Getting to know you

6 | Role play

Imagine you are one of the people in the pictures
below. Think about how you would answer the
twelve questions from Exercise |I. Now ask some
other students.You might also find some other
questions in the language strip at the beginning
of the unit — or make up your own.
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1 Getting to know you

rReading
,1,J b kil

Everybody wants to know what
the best way of learning a
language is - and everybody has
their own way of trying to study.
Some ways, however, get much
better results than others.

What are your secrets for
success? Write down five things
you already do to improve your
English. Use these sentence
starters.

It’s important to try to ...

It’s best to try to ...

Don’t worry too much about ...
Make sure you ...

It’s better to try to ... than it is to ...

Compare your list with your
partner’s. Do you agree with
each other’s ideas? Why/why not?

‘ Now read what a group of

advanced foreign language
learners and their teachers
suggested when we asked them
to do the same.

I. Did you come up with any
similar ideas?

2. Are there any ideas you don’t
agree with! Why not?

3. Who do you think gives the most
useful advice? Why?

The secret of success

Cissy (Chinese)

| think it's important to try to learn collocations — words which go
together. It's much better than trying to learn single words. There are
lots of words in English, like get, give, go, make, do, which mean
different things in different contexts, so it's best to try to learn
phrases like get up, go shopping, make a mistake.

Russell (Canadian)

Don’t worry too much about your accent. So long as people
understand you, it doesn’t matter if you sound a bit Greek or ltalian
or Chinese or whatever. Everyone’s got an accent — even the
Americans, the Australians and the British! It shouldn’t be a big issue.
It's also more important to be able to pronounce whole phrases or
words together than it is to be able to pronounce individual words on
their own.

Sachiko (Japanese)

Make sure you revise what you study in class and try to remember
what you've studied in the book you're using. It's more useful to
make sure you really know what you've already done than to always
try to learn more and more new words that you can't really use.

Miguel (Portuguese)

Of course grammar’s important, but if you worry too much about it,
you'll be too scared to say anything. It's important to be confident
enough to try to say things without worrying too much about making
mistakes.

Steve (English)

Don't worry about making a fool of yourself. When | first arrived in
Peru to teach, | was visiting the headmistress of a local school and |
wanted to try out my Spanish, so | told her in Spanish that she had a
“buena escuela”, which | thought meant “nice school”. However, with
my poor pronunciation, it turned out that 1'd told her she had a “nice
bum”! It was a bit embarrassing, but we both had a good laugh
about it.

Gao (Chinese)

It's better to try to learn lots of words and phrases than it is to just
worry about grammar all the time. You can do more with a big
vocabulary than you can with good grammar!

Eduardo (Mexican)

Make sure you remember that being able to use a word involves
more than just knowing its meaning. It's important to learn how and
when you can use that word as well as what it means.

Eun-Sil (Korean)

Listen to as much English as you can, particularly things like soap
operas, because they're full of useful, everyday English. Also, try to
use your English as often as you can - in class, with your friends, on
the Internet — so that you get better at using the language you
already have.



1 Getting to know you

2 | Common verb collocations 3 | Classroom language
Cissy said it’s important to try to learn Match typical things your teacher will ask you
collocations — words which go together. to do I-6 to the reasons for doing them a-f.

Which verbs in the box collocate with the

groups of phrases below? I. Underline the useful expressions

2. Compare your answers with a partner

do get give go make 3. Walk around the class and talk to as many .
people as possible

R e you a lift to the station 4. Practise saying these expressions aloud ]
........... me a hand with my homework 5. Fill in the gaps
........... ou some advice e
Y 6. Cross out the odd one out
2. 2unurilo: a mess : "
: a. so that you can discuss any differences and
........... a lot of noise
i learn from each other.
........... a difference y
___________ Sire b. to share as many ideas as you can.
c. to make complete correct sentences.
I a lot of damage d. so that you get an idea of what is not possible.
"""""" oy peikin SC_hOOI e. to highlight language to learn.
........... a bit of shopping e
__________ $OMé Pesdarch f. so that you learn stress and pronunciation

at the same time as meaning.

o TR T Yy ool better

........... r : !

iyl 4 | A quick quiz
........... home £
How good are you at understanding classroom

5 skiing language? Do this quiz and find out!

----------- grey I. Where is the main stress in these words?

........... to church

........... for a walk

collocation embarrassed mistake surname

T T =

Which of the collocations above do these

pictures illustrate? g.) 2. Listen to the words. How do you spell them?

3. How many syllables are there in these words?

J chocolate

Lo

syllable  vegetable vocabulary

@ 4. How do you pronounce the words in question 3
above? Compare your pronunciation with what
you hear.

5. What’s the difference between the pairs of
sentences’
a. How long are you staying here?
How long have you been here?

b. I've been studying English for six years.
I've been studying English for six years on and off.

c. What do you do?
What are you doing?




1 Getting to know you

Using grammar

1 l Past simple and past continuous

When we tell stories about things that have
happened to us, we often use the past simple
and the past continuous. Can you find examples
of each tense in the sentence below?

| was visiting my grandmother and | wanted to ask her
about her childhood, but when | did, she told me the
memories were too painful to talk about — even now.

When we tell stories about things that happened
to us, we usually start by saying where we were
and what we were doing at the time. We usually
use the past continuous to do this. The kind of
verbs we normally use are ones which can happen
over an extended period of time — walk, visit,
travel, live, stay, watch, and so on. For example:

Last week | was walking along the path beside the railway
line and ...

Last night | was jogging in the park when ...

We use the past simple to give the details of the
story. The kind of verbs we normally use to do
this are ones which can happen quickly - hear,
see, say, find, fall, feel, and so on. For example:

... | saw a dog attacking a boy.
... I suddenly got this terrible pain in my knee.

2 | Matching

Make sentences by matching the beginnings 1-4
to the endings a—d.

| was still packing [
| was doing the washing-up |
| was doing my homework |

o DN e

| was getting dinner ready o4

when my cat knocked coffee all over it and ruined it!
when | cut my hand on a knife.

when my taxi to the airport turned up!

when | knocked the noodles all over the floor.

oo ow

Now make sentences by matching the beginnings
5-8 to the endings e-h.

5. While | was out looking for a birthday present
for my girlfriend,

While | was driving to work the other day,
While | was cycling home the other day,
While | was cleaning up my flat the other day,

EEE E

<

a car suddenly pulled out in front of me and
knocked me off.

| found ten pounds down the back of my sofa.

| suddenly realised I'd actually already missed it!
| accidentally knocked a cyclist off his bike.

= oa

Now complete these grammar rules with simple
or continuous.

9. We often use while + past............. ;

10. We often use adverbs like suddenly and accidentally
with the/past:. i o . oo st s

I'l. We often interrupt a background action in the past
............ by adding when + past ............. .

3 | Practice

Complete these stories by putting the verbs in
brackets into the past simple or past continuous.

I. Skiing
Last February | (@) ............ (go) skiing in Spain —
in the Pyrenees.| (b) ............ (break) my leg on
the first day of my holiday.| (c) ............ (go) down

a really steep slope when | suddenly (d) ............
(realise) | was about to hit a tree in front of me.

) e T (try) to change direction, but

() R e (end up) crashing into another skier.
-3 Pty SER RS (break) my leg — and his arm! So we
bathi (h)s: s mea s (end up) in hospital.

2. Going home on the bus

A few days ago,l (@) ............ (go) home on the
bus after school when suddenly this really crazy guy
(o) e (get) onand (€) " & 05 aaus (sit)
down next tome.He (d) ............ (start) talking
to me;,soll (e)s . v sy (try) to read my book
instead. Eventually,he (f) ............ (get) bored and
(): . . umass, (give up). About five minutes later; he
(B)sugoed S (change) seats and (i).............
(start) talking to someone else! | (j)............ (be)

really relieved.

3. A stupid thing to do
The most stupid thing I've ever done in a foreign

language (@) ............ (happen) while |
(D&, (live) in China a few years ago. One
day, | was in a restaurant. | (¢) ............ (watch)
English TV on cableand I (d) ............ (enjoy) it a
lot. I (e) 5kt s s (decide) L () & . «cen . (want)
another beer;so I (g) ............ (turn) round to one
of the waitersand (h) ............ (ask) him for one —
but, stupidly, in English! He just (i) ........... (stare)
at me as if | was crazy until | finally (j) ............
(realise). 1 (k) .......... (feel) so stupid, | can tell you!

Did you notice that most of the verbs were in the
past simple? This is because the past simple is a
lot more common than the past continuous.



4 | Free practice

Now spend two minutes planning how to talk
about one of these events. Remember to begin
your story by saying where you were and what
you were doing. Use the stories in Exercise 3 as
models if you need help.

I. an accident you once had

2. something strange that once happened to you

3. a stupid mistake you once made

4. something really funny that once happened to you

5. something really frightening that once happened
to you

tFor more information on using the past simple and past>

continuous, see G1.

1 Getting to know you

Go round the class and tell some other students
your stories. Who told the best story?

Real English: 'm in the middle of ... l.

When we speak, we often use in the middle of
I was in the middle of doing my homework when my
computer crashed.

How many different ways can you complete this

sentence? l
Sorry | didn’t answer the phone. | was in the middle of ...z l
Use the pictures below for ideas. !
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| don't do very much, really. * What do you do in your free time? * | suppose I'm a bit boring, really. *
| go to the gym twice a week. * | read a lot. = Well, actually, | collect stamps. * How long have you been
interested in jazz, then? » What've you been up to? « I've played ever since | was a kid. * My mum sent

me to piano lessons. * I'm thinking of starting Chinese. * | work out every Friday. * | don't really have an
spare time at all. « | wish | went out more. * I'm a bit of a couch potato. *

®
Fl'ee 'Ime Are you watching the game tonight?

2

1 | Evening activities

Look at these three patterns for talking about
what you did last night:

a. | just stayed in and * watched TV.
* read a book.
* wrote some letters.

b. | went out * for dinner.
» for a drive.
* shopping.
* for a walk.

c. lwentto * the cinema.
* my brother’s.
* the shopping mall.

Now use the three patterns above to complete
these sentences.

I . e for a walk round town.

Py < T tidied up my flat a bit.

SRR for a run.

I T a friend’s house for the evening.

Dfyte L Sy did my homework.

By Fr S clubbing.

e R the theatre and saw a great new play.
(o} R had an early night.

b S for a drink with some friends from work.
[0t = ey the Arsenal-Liverpool game.

S s s took it easy.

2.8 i the gym

B8RS, o AR played PlayStation all night.

A e read a bit.

15 e X my yoga class.

Which of the activities above would you describe
as doing ‘nothing much’? Now with your partner,
have short conversations using the sentences
above. For example:

A: What did you do last night?

B: Nothing much. | just stayed in and tidied up my flat a
bit and that’s all, really. How about you?

A: Oh, | went out for dinner with some friends of mine.

B: Oh, that’s nice.




2 | Free practice

Re-read the sentences I-15 in Exercise |.Tick the activities that you did
yesterday. If you need to, add your own activities to the list.

Now find out what everybody did yesterday after class. What were the five
most popular activities in your class? Which one was the least popular?

3 l Follow-up questions

/‘) Listen to six short dialogues. As you listen, complete these questions — one
¢ for each dialogue.

. How . 2. .. L do you do that, then? |
2. HoWrg: bticis have you been doing that, then? 5
3. Wheredoyoudo.......... , then? k|
4. WSt cbe.iss v expensive! [5q
5, Areyou ...... L good? |
6. [ IWas e iia L, sl good? e

Practise saying the questions 1-6 above. Then match the questions to the
pairs of typical answers a—f.

a. * For quite a while now. Maybe four or five years.
* Not very long. I've only just started.

b. + Yeah. It cost us about twelve pounds each.
* No, not very. It only cost us a couple of pounds each.

c. * Not very, but | enjoy it anyway.
* Yeah, not bad.

d. * Oh, it was all right — not brilliant.
* Yeah, it was great.

e. * Quite a bit. About once or twice a week, | suppose.
* Not that much. About once every couple of months, | suppose.

f. = At this place near my house.
* At this place in the centre of town.

4 | Free practice

Make a list of six things you have done in the evening during the past month.

Ask some other people in your class what they did last night. If you had a very
quiet night, use some of the ideas on page 14 or some of the ideas above and

lie! Use whichever follow-up questions you think are appropriate. For example:

A What did you do last night?
B: Oh, | went to the gym.

Oh, yeah? How long have you been doing that, then?
B: For quite a while now. It’s really good.

2 Free time
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2 Free time

Reading

1 l An unusual hobby

Fritzi Korr is a female postman
in the German town of
Hildesheim. When she’s not
working, Fritzi spends most of
her free time collecting china
elephants and running a china
elephant collectors’ club.

Imagine you are going to
interview her to find out a bit
more about her unusual hobby.
With a partner, write down five

questions you would like:to ask
her.

.................................

c} Now read the interview and see if she answers your questions.

Interview Fritzi

So, Fritzi, how did you get into
collecting china elephants?

Well, it all goes back to when | was a
kid. When | was about six or seven, one
of my cousins gave me a small china
elephant for my birthday, and | liked it
so much | decided to start collecting
them, so it all just started from there,
really.

So, you’ve been collecting ever
since?

Yeah, that's right. It's almost thirty
years now. | know some people might
think it's strange that | didn’t grow out
of it, but the more china elephants |
bought, the more interested in them |
got.

So, what is it that interests you
about them?

| don’t know, really. | like the fact that
there are so many different kinds and |
also like the fact that some of them are
S0 beautiful. Also, | just really like
elephants. They’re amazing animals.
There’s something very special about
them. In some cultures, they’re sacred.
Actually, I think | might have been an
elephant in one of my past lives!

And how many have you got now?

I've got over five thousand. It’s one of
the biggest collections in the country, |
think. I'm getting new ones all the time
as well. | find them in second-hand
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shops, | buy them on the Internet and
sometimes friends give me them as
presents.

Where do you keep them all?

Well, I've got a special room in my
house where I've got them all on
display. I've got shelves and shelves of
them! Actually, one day I'd like to open
my own china elephant museum. I'm
sure a lot of people would come and
see it.

You also run a club, don’t you?
How did that start?

Well, back in the late 1980s, | just
wanted to try to meet other collectors
and find out more about the history of
china elephants and about all the
different kinds that exist around the
world. | found out that there weren’t
really any books or catalogues on the
subject, so | started my own club. It's
just grown and grown and now there
are about 125 members. We meet up
from time to time and we swap
elephants and things like that. It’s great,
and since we went online, collectors
from all over the world have got in
touch with us, which is great.

Do you have a favourite one?

| do, actually. It's one of the oldest one
in my collection. It's from 1897, and
it's a big black one with really sad eyes.
It's so beautiful, it makes me want to
cry — but in a good way.

Real El‘lglish: run a club

If you run a club, you are in charge of it, you organise its events and l

you contact its members regularly. Look at these other things you can |

run:
He runs his own business.

My parents run a small family restaurant.
It’s a charity. It’s run by volunteers.

2 I Speaking

How many of your questions did Fritzi answer? Change partners and

tell your new partner what you can remember about her answers. If
Fritzi ever does open a china elephant museum, would you like to

go and visit it? Why/why not?




