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Global Environmental Politics



Dilemmas in World Polities

Series Editor: Jennifer Sterling-Folker, University of Connecticut

Why is it difficult to achieve the universal protection of human rights? How can de-
mocratization be achieved so that it is equitable and lasting? Why does agreement on
global environmental protection seem so elusive? How does the concept of gender
play a role in the shocking inequalities of women throughout the globe? Why do hor-
rific events such genocide or ethnic conflicts recur or persist? These are the sorts of
questions that confront policy makers and students of contemporary international
politics alike. They are dilemmas because they are enduring problems in world affairs
that are difficult to resolve.

These are the types of dilemmas at the heart of the Dilemmas in World Politics se-
ries. Each book in the Dilemmas in World Politics series addresses a challenge or prob-
lem in world politics that is topical, recurrent, and not easily solved. Each is structured
to cover the historical and theoretical aspects of the dilemma, as well as the policy al-
ternatives for and future direction of the problem. The books are designed as supple-
ments to introductory and intermediate courses in international relations. The books
in the Dilemmas in World Politics series encourage students to engage in informed
discussion of current policy issues.
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1938

Atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO,) and methane concentrations in the
atmosphere hover around 270 to 290 parts per million (ppm) and 700 parts
per billion (ppb), respectively. Most scientists today use these numbers as a
pre-Industrial Revolution baseline for comparison.

Jean-Baptiste Joseph Fourier, a French mathematician and physicist,
publishes perhaps the first paper speculating on the existence of what we
now call the natural greenhouse effect.

John Tyndall, an Irish physicist, publishes results of laboratory experiments
detailing the relative radiative forcing (greenhouse effect) of different gases
in the atmosphere, including CO,.

Yellowstone National Park, the first national park in the United States, is
created.

Svante Arrhenius, a Swedish scientist, publishes an article that concludes
that doubling the amount of CO, in the atmosphere would raise
temperatures by 5 to 6 degrees Celsius.

CO, concentration in the atmosphere reaches 295 ppm.
The Convention for the Protection of Birds Useful to Agriculture is signed.

The first international conservation NGO is formed: the Society for the
Preservation of the Wild Fauna of the Empire.

US president Theodore Roosevelt convenes the North American
Conservation Conference in Washington, DC.

The Treaty for the Preservation and Protection of Fur Seals is signed.
The Commission for the International Protection of Nature is founded.

The London Convention on the Preservation of Fauna and Flora in Their
Natural State is signed.

G. S. Callendar revisits Arrhenius’s 1896 publication and argues that
increases in CO, concentration could explain recent warming trends.
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Chronology

The Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife Preservation in the
Western Hemisphere is signed.

The United Nations is established.

The International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling is signed; the
International Whaling Commission (IWC) is created.

The International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is
established, becoming the first international nongovernmental
organization with a global outlook on environmental problems.

The International Convention for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries is
signed.

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is created.
The International Convention for the Protection of Birds is signed.

A toxic mix of dense fog and sooty, black coal smoke kills at least four
thousand people, and perhaps as many as twelve thousand, in the worst of
London’s “killer fogs.”

The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by
Oil is signed.

The European Economic Community is established.

Roger Revelle and Charles David Keeling publish a paper on CO,, showing
the trend of increasing atmospheric concentrations over the past century.

Rachel Carson publishes Silent Spring.
The Agreement for the Protection of the Rhine Against Pollution is signed.

The supertanker Torrey Canyon runs aground in the English Channel,
causing a massive oil spill.

The US Congress passes the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance is
signed.

The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment is convened
in Stockholm.

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is created.

The Limits to Growth report is published.



