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Preface

The principal objective of this book is to provide a detailed analytical overview
of the vast array of areas of commercial law and the policies that lie behind these
areas of law. The book is divided into seven parts and has been written with the
relevant policies in mind. Part 1 of the book deals with one of the most trad-
itional aspects of commercial law, the law of agency. This part is divided into
three chapters and provides a detailed review of the scope of an agent’s author-
ity, the obligations owed by a principal to an agent and the Commercial Agency
Regulations 1993. The second part of the book deals with another central tenant
of the commercial law syllabus, the sale of goods. This is divided into five parts
and considers such topics as the historical development and policy underlying
the sale of goods, before addressing the integral areas of the implied conditions
in the sale of goods, and the passage of title to goods combined with delivery
and payment. The last two chapters address the provisions of the supply of
goods and services and finally the rise of e-commerce. The third part of the
book deals with international trade and sales law. In particular, it concentrates
on standard trade terms, the Vienna Convention on the International Sale of
Goods, payment in international sales and carriage of goods by sea. Part four
looks at tortious liability for defective products, dealing initially with the law
of negligence and the rise of product liability and thereafter looking in detail at
the provisions of the Consumer Protection Act 1987. The next part of the book
consists of three chapters looking at the issue of unfair commercial practices,
which has seen a major reform of the previous piecemeal approach towards
criminal liability for goods and services. The first chapter looks at the policy
underlying the reforms and the role of the European Union in this area. The
second chapter considers in detail the provisions of the Consumer Protection
from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008, which have adopted a more holistic
approach to the entire issue of the liability of traders for goods and services.
The final chapter addresses the Business Protection from Misleading Marketing
Regulations 2008 and the controls they exercise over misleading and compara-
tive advertising.

As set out above, this book deals with the traditional areas of commercial
law, including the law of agency and the sale of goods. However, as there is an
artificial divide between consumer law and commercial law, this book also
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considers other areas that could be viewed as on the periphery of the modern
day interpretation of commercial law, namely banking and finance law in Part 6
and consumer credit law in Part 7.

Uniquely, the book provides an interesting overview of the recent policy
initiatives introduced by successive British governments that have and will
continue to have a fundamental influence on the evolution of commercial law.
For example, the British economy has faced almost unprecedented levels of
uncertainty since the start of the ‘credit crunch’ in 2007. The subsequent glo-
bal banking crisis has necessitated a radical rethink from the government as
to its consumer credit and banking strategies. In essence, this resulted in the
introduction of, at times, radical legislation aimed at not only protecting con-
sumers and businesses, but also encouraging the growth of the economy. The
new consumer protection methods, such as the Consumer Credit Directive, the
Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008, the reforms in
sale of goods due to the introduction of the Consumer Rights Directive and the
Financial Services Bill (2011), will all have a monumental impact on commer-
cial businesses into the future.

Dr Nicholas Ryder
Professor Margaret Griffiths
Lachmi Singh

August 2011
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