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Preface

The aim of this book is to broaden and deepen our understanding of the complex
dynamics underlying the development of “new standards” in many European
languages, by zooming in on the restandardization process of Italian. The volume
consists of thirteen papers that give an up-to-date overview of the Italian situa-
tion, while tackling the restandardization of Italian from different theoretical and
empirical vantage points.

This project would not have been possible without the advice and support of
many people. We would like to thank the authors of the individual chapters for
their contribution and their fruitful cooperation. Special thanks go out to Peter
Auer, for agreeing to contribute to this project by writing a thought-provoking
concluding chapter. Our appreciation also goes to the reviewers, for their remarks
and suggestions on the proposal and manuscript, to Lara Wysong and Lena Ebert
for their invaluable technical support, and to Silvia Ballaré for her helpful collab-
oration in compiling the subject index. Finally, we are particularly grateful to the
series editors, David Britain and Crispin Thurlow, for welcoming this volume into
the Language and Social Life series, and to the founding editor Richard Watts, for
encouraging us to realize this work.
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