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Chapter One What Is Good
Writing (X ERIFRA)

Clear writing leads to clear thinking ; clear thinking is the ba-
sis of clear writing. Perhaps more than any other form of commu-
nication , writing holds us responsible for our words and ultimately
makes us more thoughtful human beings .

Ernest Boyer

BHEARAKXYIRTFRL -, R AR EBEHAXES
L EGRARBEY, EXLEESRRAIRENSEH
Ho

A lonely clown in a drifting lifeboat has a special problem. All
his life has given pleasure to audiences with his antics( ¥ R 8 26 3 )
and his painted-on smile. Floating on the sea, though, he turns his
smile to a world that cannot understand it. Suddenly he can no
fonger communicate. A student fearning to write in a language that
is not his own has a similar problem. Like the clown, he must learn
to communicate in terms that his new world will understand. But
every writer finds it hard to express in a new language the many
ideas filling his mind. To release these bottled-up ideas, he must
gain an understanding of the vocabulary and writing techniques of
the new language. Only when he has done this will he be able to
present himself to best advantage in writing.

Writing is a continuous process, a process of choosing, selecting
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and rejecting, expanding and compressing, adding, deleting, and

rearranging at every stage of the writing process. Learning to write
well involves aware of the options open to us and the choices we can
make. Writing engages the writer in a continuing series of conflicts
with himself. Whether writing is pleasant and exciting or tedious
and frustrating depends on the writer his subject matter, and the
writing task at hand. Whatever the case, he should always consider
writing work in progress; that is, it is constantly being changed and
improved.

As Ernest Boyer says: Clear writing leads to clear thinking

clear thinking is the basis of clear writing . Perhaps more than any
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other form of communication , writing holds us responsible for our

words and ultimately makes us more thoughtful human beings .

1.1 What Is Writing? (T A5 4E)

The dictionary defines writing as “ relating or communicating
by forming symbols on a surface with a pen, pencil, or other

tool .” The key words here are relating and communicating. Written

ideas are usually meant to pass on a message.

Some linguist says, “ Writing is a way of making thoughts
stand still=*+ It is oral language translated into a permanent and at
times a more structured form; Writing requires the ability to lis-
ten , speak , read and think.”

Another way of defining writing is that it is thought trans-
formed into a visual form . In other words, writing is a visual ex-
pression of ideas. The process of writing begins with an idea, and
ideas come from an individual’s reaction to events occurring with in
his environment and from within himself by restructuring his recep-
tion, feelings, and knowledge, an idea is born and this is the sub-
stance of writing. Writing is the process of taking an idea from in-
side of one’s head and putting it into a code so that it can be shared
with others.

An American writing teacher describes writing as “ One of the
most complex intellectual and emotional process a person engages

in.” Or, stated another way, writing is plain hard work.



1.2 What Is Good Writing, Anyway? (o] 5 %
XE)

What we consider good writing today would not necessarily
have been admired a few hundred years ago when people put great
stock in measured rhythms, rhetorical, flourish, and elaborate
words. Tastes change in language, just as in dress, but luckily not
with such frequency and splash. There always remain common ele-
ments of good writing. A noted professor lists these basic principles
as honesty, clarity, brevity, and variety. His advice boils down to
this:

1. Be honest: don’t try to fake your ideas.

2. Be clear: don’t puzzle your readers.

3. Be brief: don’t waste your reader’s time.

4. Seek variety: vary sentence length; work on liveness.

He still mentions other attributes of effective writing: “good
humor, good sense, vitality, imagination”. If you can master the

four essentials — honesty, clarity, brevity, and variety,you’ll be a
competent writer.

Of the four characteristics of good writing listed, the one that
relates most directly to the goal of communication is clarity. When
you write, you need to let your readers know at the outset what you
are writing. You need not attempt to dazzle them with multi-sylla-
ble words and long sentences. Graceful phrasing certainly con-
tributes to good writing, but you need to strive first for clarity.
Work on refining the style after you are positive that what you have
written cannot be misunderstood. It’s ill-mannered to make your
readers rack their brains(Z{ R B 1) trying to understand you. So
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make your writing clear. If possible, also make it graceful, make it
persuasive, make it forceful. Primarily, make it communicate, and

you will fulfill your chief duty as a writer.

Nofe: Before you write, think like a reader. Here is a story:

It is 1943. World War Il has started. The British learn that
Hitler is ready to invade England. Prime Minister Winston Churchill
quickly calls a meeting of the British War Ministry.

At the time for the meeting, the ministers sit around a large
table at 10 Downing Street. Suddenly the door opens. Prime Minis-
ter Churchill walks in, his face serious. Churchill stands at the head
of the table. He raises his right hand in the Nazi salute. He says,
“Gentlemen, I am Adolf Hitler. You are the members of the Ger-
man War Council. Today we shall make final plans to invade Eng-
land.”

Churchill’s plan works. He wanted his statesmen thought like
Germans. And in the end, the Germans did not defeat the English.
Maybe thinking like Hitler helped Churchill beat Hitler.

1.3 Comparison between House Building and

Writing(#E B 5 E RN HE)

Once Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “I go out one day and see the
mansion and carpenters busy with building a house and I discover
with joy the parallelism (H ) between their work and my con-
struction and come home glad to know that I am too a house
builder .”

Building a house and writing have three main characteristics in

common:
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