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1 Kid’s Talk

Have you ever listened to young children talking in the
playground? They are always boasting. They say things
like, “My dad’s car is bigger than your Dad’s,” and “My
Mom is smarter than yours.” They particularly like to
boast about their families.

There were three little boys, Harry, Ted and Gavin.
They were always boasting. Gavin was the worst. Every-
thing about his family was always the best or the most ex-
pensive. Whatever others said, he could always get one
better.

One day when they were walking to school, Harry
said, “My father has a bath twice a week. ”

Ted spoke next. “That’s nothing,” he said. “Having
a bath twice a week is dirty. My father has a bath every
day, sometimes twice a day. ” Ted looked at Gavin. Now it
was his turn. But what could he say?

“This time,” Ted thought, “I'm going to win. ”

Gavin didn’t know what to say. He couldn’t say that
his father had a bath three times a day. That was silly. He
walked on in silence. Ted smiled at Harry, and Harry
smiled back. They were sure that for once they had beaten
Gavin.

They reached the school gate. Still Gavin said noth-

1.
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ing. They went into class. Morning break, lunchtime, af-
ternoon break all passed. Still Gavin said nothing.

“We’'ve won,” Ted said to Harry, but he spoke too
soon. On the way home, Gavin said, “My Dad’s so clean

that he doesn’t have to bathe at all. ”
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2 The New Principal

Class 5 was the worst class in Valley High School.
The students were badly behaved and had no interest in
their lessons.

When a new principal came to work at the school, he
decided to do something about Class 5.

On the second day of school he left his office and
walked to Class 5’s classroom. He did not need to know
where it was. He could hear them. They were making a
terrible noise.

He stood outside the classroom for a few moments and
looked inside through the window. He wés disgusted by
what he saw. Some boys were fighting. Other students
were throwing things at one another. No one was doing
any work.

The principal had experienced badly behaved classes
before. He knew what to do. He would go into the class-
room, take hold of the biggest boy in the class and punish
him. This would be an example to the others.

He took a deep breath and opened the classroom door.
The students paid no attention to him:

“Silence!” he shouted at the top of his voice.

- 3.
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This time the students stopped what they were doing

and looked at him.

Quickly he walked up to the oldest-looking boy in the
room. He was also the noisiest and had been shouting at
the others at the top of his voice.

He took hold of him by the ear and pulled him to the
front of the class.

“] am going to punish you as an example to the oth-
ers,” he said. “Now go to my office and wait for me. ”

Then he turned to the class and lectured them about

how they should behave in

school.

When he had finished he
said, “Does anyone have any
questions?”

One of the students put up
her hand. “Yes, sir. I have.

When can we have our teacher

back?”
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3 The Generous Policeman

Police Officer Fang was a generous man, He always
tried to help people who were in trouble. Many policemen
just arrested people whenever they did anything wrong,
but Police Officer Fang really cared about people.

If he saw a beggar in the street, he did not arrest him
for begging. Instead, he gave him a few coins to buy a
meal.

If he saw children behaving badly, he did not take
them to the police station and charge them with an offence.
Instead, he tried to find out why they were behaving badly
and then lectured them on the importance of good behav-
ior.

One day he saw a small girl standing in the street. She
was crying and tears were rolling down her face.

“Hello,” he said to her, “and what’s your problem?”

The small girl looked up at him through her tears.

“T’ve lost my money,” she said.

“Oh dear!” Police Officer Fang said. “And how did
you do that?”

“My purse fell out of my pocket,” the small girl said.
“It had all my money in it. ”

And she continued crying.

960
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“It’s all right,” Police Officer Fang said. “Don’t wor-
ry. It’s not the end of the world. Tell me how much money
was in your purse.”

“Ten dollars,” the small girl said.

Police Officer F;ng took out his wallet. He opened it,
took ten dollars and gave it to the girl.

“Here you are,” he said. “Here’s ten dollars. Now
you can stop crying. ”

But instead of stopping crying, the small girl cried
even louder.

“Now what’s the matter?” Police Officer Fang said.

“I wish I'd said I'd lost fifty dollars. ” The small girl
replied.
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4 Dream

Every year in all kinds of different countries around
the world, a small number of people win huge prizes in lot-
teries. People are always dreaming of winning millions of
dollars overnight in a lottery.

People often wonder what they would do if they won
one of these large sums of money. They have many differ-
ent ideas. Some people say they would give it away to chari-
ties. Others say they would give most of it to their fami-
lies. Some people just list all the things they would buy.

One evening three friends were talking about what
they would do if they won millions of dollars.

“What would you do,” the first man asked the other
two, “if you woke up one morning and discovered you had
won fifty million dollars?”

His two friends thought for a few moments, then one
of them said, “I'd buy the biggest house in the world. Or
maybe I'd buy several houses in different parts of the world
so I could go and live anywhere I like. They would all have
to have wonderful views, of course. And I'd employ
hundreds of servants to look after me and take care of all
my beautiful gardens. ”

The other said, “I'd spend my life traveling around
L] g .



