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PREFACE

Since the first edition of Language Awareness appeared in 1974, its pur-
pose has been twofold: to foster an appreciation of the richness, flex-
ibility, and vitality of the English language and to encourage and help
students to use their language more responsibly and effectively in speech
and particularly in writing. Because of these purposes, Language Aware-
ness has been used in a variety of courses over the years. Its primary use,
however, has been and continues to be in college composition courses.
Clearly, many instructors believe as we do that the study of language and
the study of writing go hand in hand.

The study of language has many facets; so, while covering a broad
spectrum of topics (including the history of English, contemporary de-
bates on cultural diversity and the use and misuse of Standard English,
the language of prejudice and of euphemism, for example), we have tried
to concentrate on those areas in which language use exerts the widest
social effects—politics, advertising, media, and gender roles. Opening
students’ eyes to the power of language—its ability to shape and to ma-
nipulate one’s understanding, perceptions, and cultural attitudes—is, we
believe, one of the worthiest goals a writing class can pursue.

We also provide extensive material to help students improve their
abilities as readers and writers. As in the fifth edition, the general intro-
duction to Language Awareness provides a discussion of reading and
writing that includes guidelines and questions students can use to in-
crease their abilities as thoughtful, analytical readers, as well as explana-
tions of how the various writing strategies can be put to work. At the end
of the text an alternate table of contents classifies the reading selections
in Language Awareness according to the rhetorical strategies they exem-
plify, and a detailed glossary defines rhetorical terms and concepts im-
portant to the study of writing.

The fifty-six readings in Language Awareness have been chosen not
only for their subject matter but also to provide students of composition
with practical illustrations of rhetorical principles and techniques. After
each selection, in addition to questions on the content of the essay, we
have provided questions that address these rhetorical concerns, adding
cross-references to the glossary where useful. The vocabulary list after
each selection calls attention to a few words that students will find worth
adding to their own active vocabularies. Finally, two or more writing
topics follow each reading, and each section concludes with topics and
guidelines for writing essays that make connections among the readings
in the section. In our own teaching we have found such topics helpful in
promoting both writing and classroom discussion of language issues.
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NEW TO THIS EDITION

As always, we have emphasized pieces written in nontechnical language
on topics and issues of current interest. Guided by comments and advice
from many colleagues across the country who have used the fifth edition,
we have retained in this new edition those essays that teachers and stu-
dents have valued most. But over half of the selections in Language
Awareness are new to this edition. Among the thirty-three new essays
are William Lutz’s analysis of public doublespeak; Bill Bryson’s popular
discussion of three early dictionary makers and the *“order” that they’ve
brought to English; Peggy Noonan’s examination of the process by which
a political speech comes into being; Rosaliec Maggio’s timely discussion
of ways to avoid the use of discriminatory language; and Deborah Tan-
nen’s exploration of the differences between the ways men and women
talk.

In response to the many requests for actual political language for anal-
ysis, we have added a casebook of texts and speeches to Part 4. In-
cluded are Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton’s “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions,” Abraham
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address,
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream,” and Bill Clinton’s 1993
Inaugural Address. These eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and twentieth-century
texts offer students a variety of styles, purposes, and language. Each
selection is followed by a number of questions for study and discussion
designed to help students identify the key points and rhetorical features of
the text. Writing assignments at the end of Part 4 ask students to com-
pare and contrast both the content and the rhetorical features of two or
more of the texts.

Many instructors asked us to include more on advertising, so we
have expanded that section, adding Gloria Steinem’s provocative and
candid look at the often shady relationship between advertisers and
women’s magazines, and five contemporary advertisements for students
to analyze. Other users asked for several new articles in the section on
gender and languge, so we have added Deborah Tannen’s essay on gen-
der-related differences in speech and Bernard R. Goldberg’s essay on
“male bashing” in television sitcoms and commercials.

Students and teachers asked us for more essays about censorship, so
we have included a new section called “Censorship and the First Amend-
ment.” Free-speech advocate Nat Hentoff questions the rise of speech
codes on college campuses, while Susan Jacoby rejects feminist argu-
ments for the censorship of pornography. Censorship and the world of
rock music is the subject of the essays by Caryl Rivers, Tipper Gore, and
Frank Zappa. Other new sections created in response to reader demand
include “Usage, Words, and Standard English”—essays that explore
the varieties of English and their relation to Standard English—and “Cul-
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tural Diversity: Searching for Common Ground”—essays that recount
experiences when two cultures, and thus two languages, collide. Users of
previous editions of Language Awareness will notice that we have retitled
some sections in an effort to articulate more clearly the issues under dis-
cussion.

All of our aims in Language Awareness are serious ones, but a se-
rious book need not be humorless or unnecessarily academic. William
Lutz’s “The World of Doublespeak™ addresses the problem of using lan-
guage to deceive or manipulate, but some of his examples are sure to
bring a smile to your face. There’s humor and wit also in Lance Mor-
row’s “If Slang Is Not a Sin”; Peggy Noonan’s “Speech! Speech!”; Bar-
bara Ehrenreich’s “Drawing the Line”; and Frank Zappa’s “The Wives of
Big Brother”—among others. Indeed, we like to think that readers of
Language Awareness will have as much fun using this edition as we have
had in preparing it.
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INTRODUCTION

Language Awareness is a collection of readings aimed at college wri-
ting students and designed to emphasize the crucial role language plays in
virtually every aspect of our lives. For most of us language is like the air
we breathe: we cannot survive without it, but we take it for granted
nearly all of the time. Seldom are we conscious of language’s real power
to lead us (or mislead us) or of the effect our own use of language has on
others. Even rarer is the recognition that our perceptions of the world are
influenced, our very thoughts at least partially shaped, by language. It is
also true that liberation begins with our awareness of that fact. To foster
such an awareness is one of the goals of this book. We hope, therefore,
that as you use this text you will gain a heightened appreciation of the
richness, flexibility, and vitality of your language and be moved to ex-
plore its possibilities further.

THE STUDY OF LANGUAGE

Language is one of humankind’s greatest achievements and one of its
most important resources. Language Awareness represents the most im-
mediate and interesting fields of language study with a diverse range of
thought-provoking essays grouped into eleven broad sections. The first
part, “Discovering Language,” provides an overview of the central issues:
the nature of language, the power of words to shape our thinking, and
what it means to know a language. Part 2, “Language Use and Misuse,”
shows the importance of using language responsibly so as not to deceive
or manipulate other people. The third part, “Usage, Words, and Standard
English,” starts with several articles that give an historical perspective on
the evolution of the English language, usage standards, and dictionary-
making and then moves on to consider the debate between standard and
nonstandard English. “The Language of Politics,” the fourth part, focuses
on the ways leaders can use language to manipulate our thinking or to
rouse our sense of purpose and includes a casebook of six political texts
for analysis. Part 5, “The Language of Media and Advertising,” raises
critical questions about the objectivity of network news, the relationship
between advertising and editorializing in popular magazines, and the ways
advertisers use language to create a positive image for a product, to imply
what they cannot say directly, and to exploit consumer vulnerability.

Part 6, “Prejudice, Discrimination, and Language,” explores how we
can become more sensitive to the ways words can lock us into particular
one-dimensional categories, create powerfully discriminatory impres-
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2 INTRODUCTION

sions, and deeply affect our judgments of others. In Part 7, “Cultural
Diversity: Searching for Common Ground,” various writers recount their
personal experiences of what happens when languages and cultures col-
lide in the United States. Part 8, “Gender and Language,” concentrates
specifically on sexism in language, on stereotypical images of women
and men implied in our language, and suggests some of the difficulties
involved in overcoming linguistic prejudice. In “Euphemisms and Ta-
boos,” Part 9, the readings explore how we tend to cloak sensitive topics
in “nice” language and confront some of our culture’s “dirty words” to
determine how and why these words may seem offensive. Part 10, “Cen-
sorship and the First Amendment,” explores how and why we censor—or
decline to censor—through examination of speech codes on college cam-
puses, pornography, and rock music lyrics.

Finally—because our further purpose in this sixth edition of Lan-
guage Awareness, as in earlier editions, is to encourage you to write
responsibly and effectively—we have included in our final section,
“Writing Well: Five Writers on Writing,” essays in which professional
writers reflect on their craft, on the way they write. Each writer offers
practical advice on the qualities of good writing and the writing pro-
cess—agetting started, drafting, identifying an audience, being truthful to
yourself and your audience, revising, and editing. Although this section
is at the end of the book, you may find the readings useful as you start
your writing course, because together they provide a detailed overview of
the composing process. Or, as you work on particular assignments during
the school term, you may want to look at one or more of these essays for
direction and encouragement about specific aspects of your writing.

The common denominator of all good writing is the writer’s con-
scious concern for language, and this concern is emphasized, in various
ways, by every essay in Language Awareness. We have chosen them not
only because they explore important issues of language and communica-
tion but also because they provide excellent models of how writers give
effective expression to their thoughts. Thus, reading and studying the selec-
tions throughout the text, by making you more sensitive to how you use
language yourself and to how the language of others affects you, can help
you become a better reader and, perhaps most important, a better writer.
The more aware you are of the many subtleties and complexities of language
use, the greater your mastery and control of language will be. This sense of
control will, in turn, allow you to read more thoughtfully and critically and
to achieve greater competence and confidence in your own writing.

THE IMPORTANCE OF READING WELL

Reading is most rewarding when you do it actively, in a thoughtful spirit
and with an alert and inquiring mind. For writers—and in one way or
another we are all writers—there are special reasons to cultivate the



