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PART ONE BRITAIN

Chapter I British Geography

Situated in Western Europe, lying off the north — west coast of Eu-
rope, Britain is made up of England, Wales, Scotland and Northem Ire-
land. Its full and official name is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland. Britain is a rather small country, having a total area of
about 242,000 square kilometers, with a population of 58.4 million, but
it has played a major role in shaping the modern world.

Britain is divided into the lowland area and the highland area. It has
large mountain ranges: the Pennines, the Cumbrian Mountain Range, the
Grampian Mountains, the Cambnan Mountain Range and such important
rivers as the Thames, the Severn, The Mersey, the Humber, the Clyde
and the Forth.

The climate in Britain is generally mild and temperate. In general,
there are few extremes of temperature; it rarely rises above 32°C or falls
below —10°C . Within its small area, Britain is rich in coal, petroleum,
natural gas, iron, tin, and copper. Coal and petroleum are the most im-
portant.

Section One  Geographic Position
and Boundary

Lying off the north — west coast of Europe, there are two large islands
1



and several much smaller ones. Collectively, they are known as The Brit-
ish Isles. The largest is called Great Britain. The other large one is called
Ireland.

In the British Isles there are two states. One of these states governs
most of the island of Ireland. This state is called The Republic of Ireland.
The other state has authority over the rest of the British Isles { the whole of
Great Britain, the northeastern area of Ireland and most of the smaller is-
lands)}. The full and official name of this country is The United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northem Ireland, usually shortened or abbreviated to
the United Kingdom or U.K., Great Britain, Britain, or sometimes infor-
mally England.

Britain is situated in western Europe and is separated from the Euro-
pean continent by the North Sea, the Strait of Dover and the English Chan-
nel. It lies between 50°and 60°north latitude, and roughly between 2°east
and 8°west longitude. The Prime meridian of O°just passes through the old
observatory at Greenwich. The neighbouring countries of Britain include
France, Holland, Germany, Denmark, Norway, Belgium, the Irish Re-
public and Iceland.

Britain is surrounded by the sea. It has a great length of coastline
(about 11,450 kilometres)with many harbours .

Section Two  Territory and Administrative Areas

Britain comprises Great Britain ( England, Wales and Scotland ) and
Northern Ireland, and it constitutes the greater part of the British Isles.
The largest of the islands is Great Britain. The next largest comprises
Northem Ireland and the Irish Republic. Western Scotland is fringed by
the large island chain known as the Hebrides, and to the northeast of the
Scottish mainland are the Orkney and Shetland Islands. All these, along
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with the Isle of Wight, Anglesey and the Isles of Scilly, have administra-
tive ties with the mainland, but the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea and the
Channel Islands between Great Britain and France are largely self — gov-
emed, and are not part of the United Kingdom.

- Britain, consisting of England, Scotland, and Wales; numerous
smaller coastal islands; and Northem Ireland, is divided into many admin-
istrative areas called counties or shires. It is a rather small country, with a
total area of 242,000 square kilometers (93,000 square miles), account-
ing for less than 2% of the land area of the world and ranking about the
75th in size among countries in the world. It’ s just under 1,000 km.
(about 600 miles ) from the south coast to the extreme north of Scotland
and just under 500 km (around 300 miles ) across at the widest point.

England occupies the southem portion of Great Britain. It is the most
important part of the Kingdom in wealth, size, and population. Scotland
occupies the northern portion of Great Britain. It retained its own parlia-
ment until 1707 when, by the Act of Union, Scotland and the Kingdom of
England and Wales were constitutionally joined as the Kingdom of Great
Britain. Wales, on the western prominence between the Bristol channel
and the Dee estuary, was effectively united with England in the 14th cen-
tury. Northern Ireland is composed of the six Irish counties that elected to
remain in the union with Great Britain when the remaining 26 counties of
Ireland obtained autonomy in 1921.

Section Three  Nationalities ,
Population and Languages

The main nations in Britain are the English, Scottish, Welsh and
Insh. The modem Scottish and Irish are the descendants of the Gaels of
the Celtic tribes, while the Welsh are the descendants of the Britons of the
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Celtic tribes. The three great Germanic tribes: the Angles, the Saxons and
the Jutes which invaded Britain form the basis of modem English people.

According to mid ~ 1994 estimates, Britain’s population is 58.4 mil-
lion, the 17th largest in the world. The population is predominantly urban
and suburban, and seven great conurbations are Greater London, W. Mid-
lands, S. Yorkshire, W. Yorkshire, Greaer Manchester, Merseyside, and
Tyne & Wear. The population has been growing slowly since the early
1980s, thanks to increased longevity. On mid — 1994 — based projections,
the population in Britain is forecast to rise to 59.4 million in 2001 and 60.
5 million in 2011. However, the population is likely to stant falling again
from about 2025, owing to low birth rates and the post — war “baby boom”
generation dying out.

The major languages spoken in Britain are English, Gaelic and
Welsh. English is the official language of the country and is spoken by
most of the population. About one fourth of the people in Wales still speak
the ancient Welsh language. Gaelic, as well as English, is now spoken by
some Scots and by a few people in Northemn Ireland.

Modem English derives primarily from one of the dialects of Anglo -
Saxon. However, it has been greatly influenced by other languages, par-
ticularly, following the Norman conquest, by French. French was the lan-
guage of the nobility and the corts of law for many years after 1066. The re
~ emergence of English as the universal language of England was signified
by such events as the statute of Pleadings in 1362, which laid down that
English was to be used in court. The 14th century also saw the first major
English literature since Anglo — Saxon days, with the writing of such works
as “Piers Plowman” by William Langland and “The Canterbury Tales” by
Geoffrey Chaucer. However, there remained great regional variations in the
language, and spellings were not always standardised.

Following the introduction of the printing press to England by William
Caxton in the late 15th century, there was a considerable flowering of En-
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glish literature in the 16th and early 17th centuries. Writers such as Wil-
liams Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser and Christopher Marlowe produced
work that is still famous today. Cranmer’s prayerbook and the Authorised
(‘King James’ ) Version of the Bible, which have had a profound effect on
literature down to modem times, also date from this period. Also about
this time, translations of Latin, Ttalian and other European works into En-
glish vastly expanded the English language. The work of early lexicogra-
phers, of whom the most famous was Samuel Johnson (1709 - 1784), led
to greater standardisation in matters such as spelling.

Today, English is the main language spoken in Britain and is also one
of the most widely used in the world. Recent estimates suggest that 310
million people speak it as their first language, with a similar number
speaking it as a second language. It is an official language in a large num-
ber of overseas countries, and is widely used intemationally as the main

language for purposes such as air traffic control and academic gatherings.

Section Four London and Other
Major Cities

London, the capital of England and of the United Kingdom, is the
largest city in Europe, with a population of about 7 million. It’ s home for
the headquarters of all government departments, parliament, the major le-
gal institutions and the monarch. It’s the country’s business and banking
centre and the centre of its iransport network. It contains the headquarters
of the national television networks and of all the national newspapers. It is
about seven times larger than any other city in the country. About a fifth of
the total population of the UK lives in the Greater London area.

Situated on the northem bank of the Thames, London administratively
consists of : (D the city of London, the original nucleus, retaining a medi-
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