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Chapter One

Introduction

1.1 Origin of the Study

As the first African American Nobel Prize laureate in literature,
Toni Morrison has exerted vibrating influence upon the literary
world. Her impact exceeds the sum total of the seven novels, a play,
a short story, a collection of critical essays, and several edited
volumes she has produced.® Her success signals the permanent
arrival of the African American literary canon onto the stage of

(D The seven novels mentioned here are The Bluest Eye (BE, 1970), Sula
(SL, 1973), Song of Solomon (SS, 1977), Tar Baby (TB, 1981), Beloved (BL,
1987), Jazz (JZ, 1993), and Paradise (PD, 1998). Morrison’s play is Dreaming
Emmett (1985) and the only short story is Recitatif (1983). Other influential
works and edited books include Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the
Literary Imagination (1992), The Black Book (1974) and Re-Racing Justice,
En-Gendering Power (1992).
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American and world literature, a development that will make it
impossible for future exclusion. Morrison is a member of the
American Academy Institute of Arts and Letters and a presidential
appointee to the National Council on the Arts. She now sits in the
chairs of mainstream American literary organizations and is often
the principal speaker at major literary conferences. It can be said
that her popularity and quality are commensurate. This is evidenced
by the succession of awards and honors she has won during the

years.”

Morrison’s achievement in fiction and literary criticism has
created much space for black and feminist texts, challenging the
overwhelmingly male makeup of the African American literary
canon. The extent to which Morrison is studied and the critical
attention that her novels have aroused immediately after their
publication are extraordinary by any standard. Her novels have
inspired a large quantity of reviews, essays and book-length studies
on various subjects with different critical methodologies. Her novels
have been translated into many languages. And a number of scholars
and doctoral candidates over the world have criticized and assessed
her works, seeking to unravel the complexity that she prides on.®

(@D Morrison has received honorary degrees from Harvard, the University
of Pennsylvania, Yale, Dartmouth, Sarah Lawrence, Spelman, and Oberlin,
SUNY Albany and Princeton. Sula was nominated for the 1975 National Book
Award and in 1978 Song of Solomon won the National Book Critics’ Circle
Award. Beloved won the Anisfeld Wolf Book Award in Race Relations and the
Melcher Book Award. It also received the 1988 Pulitzer Prize for fiction.

@ See Samuels and Hudson-Weems, Toni Morrison, 1990, p.142.



