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PREFACE

ETR

It is important for learners of English to be familiar with the various ways that
questions can be asked in English. Questions form an important element of
English, particularly spoken English. Without such a knowledge of questions,
and indeed without a corresponding knowledge of how to answer them,
learners of English will be unable to become truly fluent in conversational
English.

MTEBEIXATE AR ABREANSIM T EREXREEN, IR A BET ¥ —
NEEWART L M THIEODETEERL LN, WRF Sl 3R 7, 4 1 %o il f0 {7
B X 4 i) BT, 3 3E o 3] Rt F T R B OIE R FU AT RIE S

This book describes the various ways that questions can be asked in English.
It gives copious examples of all the question methods so that learners can
see the language of questions in action. These examples of questions come
accompanied by appropriate answers. Language notes have been inserted
throughout the book to add to the student’s knowledge of questions.

AENBTRABREONEM TR, FAVFARATERET FENAF, UEFEIH
A HELTEFRNER XEFHANTARFAELINEL, 2FEMANTES
FR W ER, U E A RS T AR A AR iR,

The book is divided into four parts, one part for each question method. Each
part is subdivided into units. Thus, for example, the part dealing with words
beginning with wh- to ask questions is divided into individual units, each
dedaling with a particular wh-word such as who, which, what, when, and so
on. The part dealing with the use of modal verbs in asking questions is
divided into individual units, each dealing with a particular modal verb such
as can, could, would, should, and so on.

AEQ AW, — N BLrHAB—FHRETE, AL XL HFE LT, Fl i, 30
wh- £% [5] 17 % & oY 5] 47 B 3 9 X B H F Bl BTG, 4 B A4 E Y wh- R E e
who,which, what, when % , T ##H B A s AR F 0o b TR BT, 45 HEE
A4 % B A 3037, 40 < can, could, would, should % %
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Each unit is provided with two reading passages, especially written for the
purpose. These show students how questions and answers are actually used
in English.and how they relate to each other in a continuous piece of prose.

FANETFRCELTHZETERT RS WHEA RS, UNE4ERT AR E
EEXBEYREIRER AR ENE-— N EEXEPRUKER,

Each part is followed by a series of exercises based on the information given
in each part. This enables students to discover how successful their studying
of question methods has been. Answers are provided for the various
exercises.

RELBLIUAR, E—BL2FAHMAMXET, LFALATUHRRANEIEEA
B, TAAIBRAMLEE,
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]

INTRODUCTION

n

Questions are sentences which seek information of some kind. They are
followed by a question mark (?). There are several ways of asking questions
in English.

FARATIREMGENATF BFA-AFEQR), REFHAILHREN T X,

1

Questions using wh-words
& | wh- € 7] 17 $& 7]

A common type of question in English is known as a wh-question
because such a question begins with one of a series of words
beginning with wh-. These include who, whom, whose, which, what,
when, where, why and how, although how does not begin with wh-.

EBEF-REANEGRRRE wh- F4, BHEXHNATF, BRABEE

wh- JF 3k 8 — 41 8 iC B — A, iX 47 L & 4% . who, whom, whose, which, what,
when, where, why # how, 5 & how 3 1 /& lA wh- FF 24 #y ,

Wh-questions are seeking some kind of specific information and so
require an answer other than yes or no. Such questions are sometimes
known as open questions because they allow the person replying to the
question a wider choice of answer than other questions do.

wh- ZE R TIREMEEHEE, U —HKTH yes = no k B LXH W4 T,
XA A A AR TR AR A, B G ] AR, B ELAE TR E R E
KEBEEH) EZ,

‘What happened?’ ‘The driver lost control of the car.’
‘Who won the competition?’ ‘Jack.’

‘Whose bike is that?’ ‘It’s mine.’

‘Which necklace do you prefer?’ ‘This one.’

The information given in reply to a wh- question is often a sentence in
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more formal contexts, but sometimes, especially in less formal contexts, it
can be a phrase, or even just one word:

i wh- REAHEAEERATRAERNERE THAT EAN, A ERAERF
ERNFRY,EFCTUR—ANEE, EERE A,

e ‘Why did you sell your flat?’ ‘I needed more space.’
e ‘Whois that?’ My girlfriend.’

Sometimes a question using a wh-word is a rhetorical question.
Rhetorical questions take the form of questions, but they are not really
used fo seek information. In fact, they do not expect an answer at all. In
many cases they are simply expressing a strong opinion or feeling on the
part of the speaker, rather than expecting a response from the person
they are speaking to:

A, REA ST HEA wh- S FH, REAWHRABLREG, EREENERSE
THTIRGER ER L, EMRARTEELE ARSBEAT, ENAEARE
BREHFHEA G RA KR, THTEFELEH RN

e ‘Who does she think she is? She had no right to use my computer
without my permission.’
e ‘What on earth do you think you’ re doing? This is private land.’

2 Questions using auxiliary verbs
% A Bh 3 37 4 |

Another method of asking questions in English involves the use of
auxiliary verbs. Auxiliary verbs, also known as helping verbs, such as am,
is, are, was, were, do, does, did, has, have, had, are often used in yes/
no questions, questions which seek the answer yes or no, or an
equivalent of one of these:

REFE—MRAWTEEEERAB A, Bsha, o “Beyshi”, 0 am, is,
are, was, were, do, does, did, has, have, had, ¥ % # | T yes/mo |5 4] % , X f# |4 4
FROEFE D yes Romo, RE R T U KA BN b — & LA 5.
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e ‘Are you sure our neighbours have moved?’
‘Yes. | saw the removal van outside their house yesterday.’ Or
‘No, but | know that they were planning to.’ Or
‘I don’t know.’

Questions using modal verbs
1% A o 37 4R 19

Another method of asking questions involves the use of modal verbs.
Modal verbs such as can, could, shall, will, should, would, may, might,
must, are often used in yes / no questions, questions which seek the
answer yes or no, or an equivalent of one of these:

B—MBEH T ETEFEAEAS A, A3, 4 can, could, shall, will, should,
would, may, might, must, % ¥ # il T yes/no [F| 4]  , 3X ¥ [&] 4] F Kk ty & % 7 yes
R no, & H AT Uk K w AT — B O AIE

e ‘Could you give me a lift to work tomorrow?’

Questions using question tags
fE R K& £ 19 4] 3 19

Sometimes a question tag is added at the end of the statement, making
it more obvious that the statement is, in fact, a question. A question tag
is formed by using the same auxiliary verb or form of the verb ‘be’as is
used in the statement and this verb is followed by a personal pronoun,
which refers to the subject of the statement, such as can you?, might
we?, isn’t it?, couldn’t you?, etc.

REERAHSHME - NERAER, EREHRAXNKRRFH LR ERE -4
A, RELE A PERNB s AR " be W HRE KRR PHRE, x50
Jo H ] — A AR, ULk A% R R 4 B £ 1% , &7 ;can you?, might we?, isn’t it?,
couldn’t you?% % ,

You use a question tag when you expect agreement from the person
you are speaking to. You usually add a negative tag to a positive
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statement and a positive tag to a negative statement:

SURMERNE —FREAR R EHELEARER NG, B4, EFE KR
ARELRERRERAA METEKRAERAE LR ER 4.

e ‘You have your passport, haven’t you?’
‘Yes, here it is.’

e ‘The child hasn’t been sick again, has she?’
‘No, she’s only been sick once.’

4  How to ask Questions?



Part 1 Using wh-words to ask questions
SE—ER4 B wh- RISRFIRNE

Wh-questions usually begin with a word beginning with wh-,
such as who, whom, whose, which, what, when, where, why and
how, although how does not begin with wh-. You use these
question words to ask for facts.

wh- 7] 4] Wy ¥ 397 & % & & wh- JF 3k & 37 iC , 20 ;. who, whom, whose, which,
what, when, where, why 7@ how, & % how 3 1 & L wh- 7 # 8 , /% 7 A& A
KA FH I REL,

The answer to a wh-question is often a sentence. Sometimes, espe-
cially in less formal contexts, it can be a phrase, or even just one
word. However, the answer to wh-questions is never just yes or no.

wh- AN EEREHE N TF, AR, AERERTERBIER S, 4
DRE-—-ANEE RFEEZHRZE AR, £ ,wh- F]HHEZELTEZ yes
# no,

A wh-question usually begins with one of the wh-words listed above
and ends with a question mark(?). The wh-word is often followed by
a verb and this verb sometimes takes the form of a modal verb
such as can, could, may, might, etc, or an auxiliary verb, such as is,
are, did, has, efc.

wh- [ A% 2 b3k wh- BEE I L EU—A BB (7 )L RW, &% wh- 5
BEEBLE®R—Nshid, XA 38 A 8 2 1% A 31, & can, could, may,
might % , 5 2 By 3/ 7 , 4 is, are, did, has % ,

When a wh-word is the subject of a question or part of the subject,
the wh-word comes first and this is followed by the verb or verb
group, the word order being the same as that of an ordinary state-
ment:

Using wh-words to ask questions 5



% wh- 5E 5] 17 1 [ 4] By 3% % £ E W — 3 4 8, 3% wh- £ 7] A BT, 3 3
EHFAAEE , WHAFESERNRAEY — %,

e ‘What happened?’
‘The driver lost control of the car.’

o ‘Which flowers did you choose?’
‘Roses.’

When a wh-word is the object of a verb or preposition, or when it is
an adverb, the wh-word still comes first. The subject is put after the
first part of the verb group:

% wh- 5 5] 37 & 20 37 R 5 E R % v R B R whe B A A R A
THE, MEBNKESAALANE B2

e ‘Which do you prefer?’
‘This one.’

e ‘What is she searching for?’
‘Her car keys.’

e ‘Where has the man gone now?’
‘I don’t know.’

e ‘How does she feel now?’
‘She’s still depressed.’

The information given in reply to a wh-question is often a sentence
in more formal contexts, but sometimes, especially in less formal
contexts, it can be a phrase, or even just one word:
EBRAERGERT wh-Fl WA ERAEHR - NGTF, BN, ARLEZE
BAEAWEREY  CATUR -—ANEE LEZHE -2,

e ‘Why did you sell your flat?’
‘I needed more space.’

e ‘Who is that?’
‘My girlfriend.’
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Unit 1 WHO, WHOM AND WHOSE
e

Who

How to use it #n{af{E A

You use who in questions when you want to know the name or identity of
someone or of some people.

YRR EARERANEL S AR, E AT 22 who,

1  You use who to ask the name or identity of someone or of some people
when who is the subject of the verb:

% who Z 3 A EFR, A KW EARKELEANYEL RS 0.

e ‘Who is that man over there? He looks familiar.’
‘That’s Jim Brown, our MP.’

e ‘Who are these people? | don’t recognize any of them.’
‘They’ re employees from one of the branches of the firm.’

e ‘Who is the new managing director?’
‘It’s Peter Allen. He’s just been appointed.’

e ‘Jack keeps talking about Jane. Who’s Jane?’
‘She’s Jack’s new assistant.’

e ‘Who are The Fliers?’
‘A new local pop group.’

e ‘Who’s Sue’s father? Apparently he lives around here.’
‘That’s Jack White who lives next door to my cousin Jean in King
Street.’

e ‘Who’s in charge here? | want fo complain about the poor
service.’
‘Mr Allen, but I’m afraid he’s not here just now.’

Using wh-words to ask questions 7



e ‘Who’s the man who introduced the first speaker?"
‘That’s Tom White, our marketing director.’

Note the spelling of who’s, which is the contracted form of who ls ?f\

It is sometimes wrongly confused wﬁh wh
that? ’
i % who is..? W4 5 ¥ =, who's, H M{%@m
Whose car is that? & ,

If you say What's Sue’s father?, you are asking what job he does.
You are not asking about his identity.

0 R {5 . What’s Sue’s father?, {5 2 7 5] b ff ) %5 89 T # ﬁ'ﬁ%F %Fw’éJ JE] i
WG,

2 You also use who to enquire about the name or identity of someone or
some people when who is the object or complement of a verb, except
- in very formal contexts:

BT EEREXNER T 2, Y who & 23 By 238 RA BB 0, 4 78 K 1 &
ARFEE AW 4 R H 5.

e ‘Who did you invite?’
‘Jim. He’s my new boyfriend.’
e ‘Who did the police question?’
‘They questioned all of us.’

e ‘Who did the teacher punish?’
‘Jim and Bill.’

Language Felp % % % 9

Formerly, this use was considered ungrammatical and whom was
used in such contexts. See whom. O
UBT AR XA AT A B MAEXHIESE S, fi”’?}’f’] whom_ . whom.
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e ‘Who has she accused of theft?’
‘She’s accused the cleaner.’

e ‘Who did you ask?’
‘I asked the shop manager.’

You also use who to enquire about the name or identity of someone or
some people when it is the object of a preposition, except in very formal
contexts:

MTEFHEXNNER T X5, % who BMAW w47 K EARE R
AW 4 B 5

e ‘Who will the children play with?’
‘My brother’s children.’

e ‘Who was Bob dancing with?’
‘He danced with quite a few girls.’

e ‘Who was Jack beaten by in the tennis final?’
‘Jim’s younger brother Bill.’

e ‘Who were you talking to?’
“‘My mother. | haven’t phoned her for ages.’

e ‘Who were the winners chosen by?’
‘The principal.’

Language Felp % % % I

Formerly, this use was considered ungrammatical and w;hom.‘\\}vqs "
used in such contexts. See whom. o :
COLH IR SO R AR T AR M IE R 5 A whom, T whom,

You can also use who? on its own, especially in response to something
someone has said:

who? i LB, A R R S et at A BT R K H B A 0,

e ‘[ think | know who the thief is.’
‘Who?’

Using wh-words to ask questions 9



‘I’d better not say until | tell the police.’

e ‘I’ve discovered who Jane’s new boyfriend is.’
‘Who?’
‘Jim White.’

who are you to...? /who am | to...? / who is he, etc to...?

You use these expressions to ask what right or authority someone has to do
something. The expressions are often used in rhetorical questions and often
sound quite rude or unfriendly:

RERZTETRAREEAEAREENRA EMBE, ENBEAAER A4 b HEY
AU TERF ALK,

e ‘Who are you fo criticize Sue for not coping with the children? You
don’t know what it’s like to be a single mother or to have not
enough money to live on.’

e ‘Who is he to complain about what the government is doing with our
taxes? He’s unemployed and has never paid tax in his life.’

2 % 4 9

BN

‘ex

A rhetorical question is one to which the speaker or writer ‘doeé not

PrT e § S

who asked you?

You say who asked you? to someone who has made a comment or remark
when you think that they should not have done so because what is being
discussed does not concern or involve them. It is often rather a rude
expression and is usually a rhetorical question:

HRAT N EFHR G EATAL, T A MM TR R EENRT LA
bt A% who asked you? X #¥ B — M+ ) EHE WKL F ok, HEEERAR 4.
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e ‘[ think you are being rather hard on the girl.’
‘Who asked you? [I’m in charge of staff discipline and I'll decide
what’s fo be done and what’s not fo be done.’

e ‘| think you should let Sue go on a gap year if she wants to. It’ll be
good for her.’
‘Who asked you? You’re not the one who’s going to have to pay for
her foreign travel. | am! ’

who can say?

You use who can say? when you want to emphasize the lack of certainty or
information relating to something. It is usually a rhetorical question:

LR TEERZ R ML ERE M, ) who can say?, X & % & AR IH 4,

e ‘What will happen next? Will there be a war?’
‘Who can say? Only time will tell.’

e ‘Wil Jane and Jim get married?’
‘Who can say? Jim’s had several serious g/rlfnends before.’

You can use who's to say? instead of who can say?:
# UL Al who's to say? % X # who can say?:

o ‘Wil Jack get another job?’
‘Who’s to say? He’s very talented, but there aren’t many jobs
in his field around here.’

who cares?

You use who cares? when you want to show that you do not think that
something is at all important. It is often rather a rude expression and is usually
a rhetorical question:

VELHAEGEFEFEER, T/ who cares?, Xfr R A E @AY WK LE WHY
WA R | A
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