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Chapter 1

Introduction

1, The importance of phonetic study

1) Phonetics is an essential part of language because-
it gives language a definite form, As we know, language:
is a means of communication (ZZFETHR) , It can perform
its function only as a language of sounds, because spoken
words in all languages consist of speech sounds, and speech
without words is impossible, Letters only serve to-
represent spoken words in writing (2B REXiCFEOLE
i#4E) , But words pronounced or written in isolation can-
not express complete thoughts, Complete thoughts can only
be expressed in sentences consisting of one or several
words put together according to the grammar rules of the
language and pronounced with the proper intonation,

2) As a means of communication by word of mouth,
language is used in oral speech and in reading aloud,
Therefore, in order to make oneself easily understood
while expressing one’s own or other people’s thoughts in
any language, one must be able to pronounce sentences in
that language quite correctly,

One must have a good pronunciation in order to be
able to understand othey people easily when they speak or-
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read aloud, This is proved by the well-known fact that
the better we pronounce a foreign language, the easier we
understand it when we hear it,

3) A teacher of a foreign language, a teacher of speech
in particular, must also be able to teach the correct
pronuﬁciation of that language, A teacher of speech un-
trained in phonetics (GEF %) is as useless as a doctor un-
trained in anatomy (#E%l#%) , Facts show that teachers
must repeat the sounds many many times, Without any
knowledgeiof pronunciation and intonation, the teaching
result will not always be satisfactory, Therefore, one of
the principal aims of the students who will be teachers of
-a foreign language is to master both the pronunciation of
the language they are going to teach and the method of
teaching this pronunciation, To acheive this aim, they
must have a clear idea of what a good pronunciation is,
what are the difficulties in acquiring it, and how these
difficulties can be overcome,

To have a good pronunciation means (1) to pronounce
correctly all the speech sounds of the language and all the -
combinations in their proper order not only in isolated
words, but also in sentences; (2) to pPronounce sentences
fluently at the speed required by the situation, with cor-
rect stresses, linking of sounds, rhythm, pauses and in-
tonation, (EEFEHMRE. () HEFEBEHIMEST N £
WEE, EFBEEAERFNDThOLBOEEFAE; O W
EHEOEE, %, UE., EUMER,. BRXEERHTERY
EBREBITHANBE, ) .

"
4]



2. The way in which we adults master the pronun—
ciation of a foreign language,

The way in which an adult person can master the
pronunciation of a forcign language is quite different from
that in which he has aquired the pronunciation of his
mother tongue (£i%) , Correct pronunciation habits in
one’s native language (2&& £) are acquired unconsciously,
in one’s early childhood, When a baby starts to talk, he
does it by hearing the sounds his mother makes and jmif-
ating them, Normal babies are wonderful imitators, They
can learn any language perfectly, But an adult has great
difficulty in mastering the pronunciation of a foreign
language, because as he grows older, the habits in his
native language get more and more fixed as a result of
the constant practice in everyday life, These habits are so
strong that they are very difficult to give up, Therefore,
when adult people learn a foreign language, they are quite
unable to give a correct imitation of the foreign speech
sounds and intonations which differ from their own, They
tend to use the closest specch sounds and intonations of
their mother tongue instead of the foreign ones, For ex-
ample, there are no such sounds as [0, %] in Chinese,
Many Chinese learners use the Chinese (s) instead of [0]
and use the Chinese (z) or (d) instead of [3] , Chinese
students are used to the consonant sounds in “#, &, %”
and those in “&, &, %’ , and it’s very difficult for them
io pronounce the English consonants [, g, t/, dz] , The
English consonant [h] is a glottal fricative (F[IEEEF).
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It is produced with a strong air stream passing through
the open glottis (% [7) . But most of the Chinese learners
substitute the Chinese ¢h) , a velar fricative (3K 2EEET),
for the English sound [h] , From this we can see that it
is quite impossible for an adult~to master the correct
pronunciation of a foreign language by mere imitation, A
.correct pronunciation can only be obtained by studying the
phonetic system of a language and doing constant and
special exercises in order to acquire the necessary pronun-
ciation habits,

3, Standard English pronunciation

English is a language which is most widely used in the
world, Its pronunciation varies a great deal in different
geographical areas, Thus English has a number of dialects

(753 E) and accents (O &) , such as General American
(GA for short) , General British (GB for short) , But

.all the different accents of English have a great deal in
.common, They have far more similarities than differences,

The type of English pronunciation described in this
book is known as Received Pronunciation (RP for short),
It is the sort of English based on the London dialect and
used by educated people in southern England, It is the
pronunciation used by the announcers of BBC and also
widely used throughout English-spesaking countries, Thus
it has been accepted everywhere for the teaching of Eng-
lish to foreigners,

4, Basic sounds and phonetic transcription (¥ # 5 ¥ #5)

1) Basic sounds (phonemes)



A basic scund is the smallest phonetic unit of language,
For example, the word “tea” [ti:] is composed of two
sounds {t! and [i:] . Basic sounds-are capable of disting-
uishing one word from another, or one grammatical form.
from another of the same word, (FEHEXBELEX,
REGBIEA—T AN —FIEEERM T —ABR K 3 T %) .
For example, [bed] bed “p” , [baed] bad “if#y” ,

[bid] bid “wyi}” are distinguished one from another by
the vowel sounds [e] , [=] , [i] . The vowel sounds
fe] and [&] distinguish two grammatical forms of the
noun “man” ; the singular form [meen] man and the
plural form [men] men, While the consonant sounds [s]
and [t] distinguish one tense from another of the same:
verb, e, g, [luks] looks, and [lukt] looked,

Tt is clear from all these examples that basic sounds.
are distinctive, (ZFRERAFXAEMED .

Any language has a vast number of speech sounds,
yet basic sounds are limited in number, (E—MiEZH
LHHET, RTIFHNBENRERM. ) In English there
are 48 basic sounds in all,

2) Phonetic transcription .

In English there is a considerable difference between
the pronunciation and the spelling of words,

(1) One sound is often spelt in a number of different
ways; “pity” , “busy” , “women” , “pretty” and“vil-
lage” in which the letters i y u 0 e and a all stand for
the same vowel [i] .

(2) One letter often stands for different sounds in
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different words, “China” , ¢“father” , “bad” , “any”
and “village” in which the letter a stands for five different
vowel sounds: (8] , fa:], [e], [e]l, [il.

(3) Many . letters are not pronounced at all as in

“knock” , “doubt” , “comb” ,

(4) The same spelling may have two different pronun-
ciations according to different meanings, e, g, bow [baul
or [bau] , tear [tio] or [tea]

(5) Words spelt in different ways may have the sam®
pronunciation, e, g, “peace” , “piece” [piss] 3 “know”,
“no” [nou] ; 4“weight” , “wait” [weit] .

In ordinary English spelling it is not always easy to
‘know what sounds the letters stand for, In order to know
which sound to use in a giveh word or sentence, it is
neceséary to construct a set of symbols (—E#H#8) to ac-
-curately represent the sound of actual speech, This set of
‘symbols is called phonetic transcription, The modern
phonetic transcription that is most widely used now is the
International Phonetic Alphabet (Ef7%#:) . The charac-
teristic of this transcription is that each symbol must
always represent one sound and never any other, and one
sound must be represented by only one symbol, As usual,
we use square brackets [ ] for referring to the sound
.and not the letter, e, g, [k], [t], [v].
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Chapter 2

The Organs Of Speech

5. In order to study speech sounds, it is necessary to
have an idea of the organs of speech and their functions,
The organs of speech are as follows, the mouth cavity

(O ) , the nasal cavity (BE3) , the lips, the teeth,

nasal cavity
T (RED)
mouth cavity

T (aE)
tongue /

Fig. 1 The Organs of Speech

1, lips U%) 8. the hard palate ()
2, teeth (3) 9, the soft palate (%K)
3, the tip of the tongue (EF) 10, uvula (/hE)

4. the blade of the tongue (FiR) 11, pharynx (k)

5. the front of the tongue (FHI#) 12. larynx (Mgk)

6. the back of the tongue (FjG#) 13, the vocal cords(FE#)

7. the teeth ridge (i&#i) 14, windpipe (%)



the tongue (the tip, the blade, the front and the back),
the palate (f2) (the teeth ridge, the hard palate, the
soft palate, and the uvula) the pharynx, the larynx, the
vocal cords and th: windpipe,

6, When the tongue is in the position of rest, the
blade with the tip lies opposite the teeth ridge, the middle
of the tongue lies opposite the hard palate and the back of
the tongue lies opposite the soft palate,

The air passes from the lungs info the windpipe, then
through the larynx into the pharynx and into the mouth
cavity, If the soft palate is lowered, the air passes through
the nasal cavity,

The larynx contains the vocal cords, which can be
brought near together (without entirely closing the air-
passage) , When they are drawn near together, they are
made to vibrate by the air coming from the lungs, thus
producing voice,

When we pronounce vowels and voiced consonants,
the vocal cords are‘drawn near together and vibrate,
When we pronounce voiceless consonants, the vocal cords
are kept apart and, of course, do not vibrate,

The lips, the tongue, the soft palate with the uvula,
the vocal cords and the lower jaw are very active in the
articulation of speech sounds, Speech sounds are pro-
noun ced ‘by the vibration of the vocal cords and the
definite movement of these organs of speech,
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Part One
The English Speech Sounds
 (English Sounds In Isolation)

\ Chapter 3 |

The Classification Of Speech Sounds

7. The organs of speech are capable of making many
different kinds of speech sounds, From the practical stand-
point, speech sounds are generally divided into vowels and
consonants, Vowels are sounds produced without obstruction
of the air stream in the mouth, In producing them there
is vibration of the vocal cords (F# Ez)) . So all vowels
are voiced (j1%) ., In English there are twenty vowels in
all, Consonants are sounds produced by some form of
obstruction of the air passage and may be either voiced or
voiceless ({§%) ., There are twenty-eight consonants in
English,

English consonants with key words
[p ] pen,top, paper [b] bee, nob, baby



[t] tea, eat, water

(k] kick, clock, worker
{m] my, home, common
[g] ring, ink, longer

[f] safe, off, different
[0] think, both, nothing
[s] sun, ves, sister

[§] she, wash, fashion
 [r] red, fruit, sorry

[j] you, few, beautiful

- [t]] choose, church, picture
- [tr] tree, true, country
" [ts] its, meets, students

[d] day, bed, order

fg] go, bag, sugar

[n] know, on, dinner
[1] low, seller, takle

[v] very, of, river

[3] this, with, rather
[z] is, was, lazy

[3] pleasure, usual

[h] he, who, behind
[w] we, what, away
[dz] jug, bridge, enjoy
[dr] drive, draw, hundred
[dz] words, spades, needs:

English vowels with key words

[i:] east, he, these
[e] end, yeé, head
[a:]} ask, father, car
[o:] all, more, halt
{u:] do, you, food
{o:] early, her, bird
[ei] April, they, name
(ai] I, my, five

.[0i] oil, boy, noise
[eoa] air, hair, there

[i] is, city, this

[2] as; had, hand

[o] on,; off, dog

[u] foot, book, put

[a] us, come, mother
[a] about, lower, father
[at1] over, go, those
[au] our, now, house
'[ia] year, hear, beard
{ue] poor, sure, during

Exercises

1. What consonant sounds in English-are made with
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