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Chapter | Introduction

1.1 Research orientation

The present research, to be done within the framework of
cognitive linguistics, is devoted to a contrastive study of existen-
tial/presentational constructions (E/P constructions) in English
and Chinese. By conducting this research, the author hopes to
find out some universal and language-specific features of English
and Chinese E/P constructions from a cognitive perspective,
thereby trying to find out what lies there in English and Chinese
spkeakers’l cognition that causes these differences as well as
similarities. E/P constructions concerned in this book are as fol-
lows; -

English: There + v 4+ Nominal Phrase (+ Phrase of
Space/Time) [Tv NP (P,/P,)]

Chinese; (Phrase of Space/Time +) v 4+ Nominal Phrase
[(P,/P.)vNP]

1.2 Theoretical guidance

“Contrastive studies are based on the assumption that lan-

. guages are comparable in principle. Comparison of whole langua-
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ges, however, is impossible; we can only compare equivalent
sub-systems. The notion of comparability, on the other hand,
does not presuppose absolute identity, but merely a degree of
shared similarity” (Kalédaité, 2002; 24). Just as mentioned in
1.1, this book is contrastive in nature, and since this is a cont-
rastive study, three things must be specified. First, what is the
aim in conducting such a comparison? Second, what perspective
will be adopted? Third, what language data can be used in the
book?

Let’s start from the first question. Deeply influenced by
Western linguistic theories, those Chinese constructions that are
used to describe the existence or appearance of a newly intro-
duced object or person are usually nominated as E/P construc-
tions, because they have similar semantic components and prag-
matic functions as English E/P constructions. Yet not all Chi-
nese scholars follow this nomination, for example, Lii Shuxiang
(1990) once called Chinese E/P constructions as a special dual-
component construction (BERkRY — ) (BHUM, 1990: 39).
In this book, however, the author will adopt the usual nomina-
tion of such constructions in Chinese, namely E/P constructions.
Despite similar nominations, English and Chinese E/P construc-
tions also share many other similarities, and it is just because
these shared similarities that make it possible to conduct a com-
parison between them. Yet, similarities between these two kinds
of constructions cannot cover drastic differences between them in
their surface structures. For example, English’ E/P construc-
tions have obvious syntactic markers—zhere, yet their Chinese

counterparts have no such markers. This difference between



