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INTRODUCTION

Last year, the 33rd edition of the UMass Amherst Writing Program’s
Student Writing Anthology broadened both its goals and content en route to
realizing our ultimate vision: to make this book a campus-wide resource, used
at every level, as an integral part of the University’s effort to both celebrate and
improve student writing on campus. In past editions, we had imagined our
largest audience to be students enrolled in our First Year Writing courses
(Englwrit 111, 112, and 112H), and we primarily published texts from the
first three units of College Writing, blended with essays from our Basic Writing
course, Englwrit 111. Essays were not identified by course or unit.

Last year we began by rebuilding the book to include separate and clearly
identifiable sections for essays from each unit of Basic Writing and adding
selections from Unit IV of College Writing. But the most ambitious and
important change came by requesting submissions from the representatives
of more than 70 Junior Year Writing courses. We divided the book into
three sections and clearly identified the goals of the texts that emerged from
each unit of our First Year courses and the texts published from Junior Year
Writing courses. It was an experiment, but one I believed in for a very long
time: to showcase various genres of academic writing; to open a window to
a wide range of perspectives on a wide range of topics; and to illustrate the
range of stylistics open to academic writers in the 21st century.

Prompted by the tripling of the number of texts submitted this year, I
am prepared to say that this new venture is on its way to realizing its goals.
Junior Year Writing instructors submitted three times the number of texts
we received last year, making selection highly competitive. Teachers in our
111 and 112 classes discussed how beneficial the Junior Year texts had been
in their teaching. Various calls and requests from Junior Year Writing
instructors indicated that they too wanted to make use of the texts that
were published. And Du Bois Library called, requesting copies.
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This year marks our 34th edition of 7he Student Writing Anthology, and
the book promises to be our most exciting edition to date. The contribu-
tions from Basic Writing, a complex course that fulfills a diversity require-
ment because of its emphasis on issues of U.S. linguistic diversity, always
offer crucial insights into this increasingly important issue. Students read
and write about the numerous literacies through which they negotiate their
worlds, as they examine how these literacies contribute to identity con-
struction. The excellent writing from this course asks us to consider how
various efforts to normalize these multiple literacies lead to the oppression
of some identities and discourse communities at the expense of others.
Such essential considerations of language, education, culture, and the val-
ues of our society should engage all of us.

Our section devoted to College Writing has also been expanded; as with
last year’s edition, we have included examples of texts from our fourth unit,
called “TBA” because each of our teachers composes a unique project based
on his or her personal strengths and interests. Many extraordinary projects
emerge from Unit Four, and often include collaborative writing, experi-
mental approaches to academic writing, and publishing texts for specific
purposes and audiences. Often, collaboratively written and edited books
are created for community outreach as well as college audiences. These
TBA assignments are as diverse and intellectually stimulating as the teach-
ers and students who create them—and again, their content and style reach
across disciplines and class level.

This year we have added yet another unit from College Writing—our
fifth paper, called “The Final Reflection.” Throughout the course, students
reflect on various aspects of their drafting, revision process, and the final
product of their work. In the “Final Reflection,” which takes the place of a
final exam, students look back over the whole body of work they have pro-
duced in the course, consider their struggles and successes, then synthesize
into one paper what they have learned about writing, their writing process,
and what they believe lies ahead of them in their journeys as writers. These
papers offer sound advice and insight to any writer. They are so insightful
and entertaining, I could barely restrain myself from sharing them with my
current students.
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Our Junior Year section has also expanded, not so much in terms of the
number of essays, but in the variety of genres, the differing lengths of the
texts, and the multiplicity of lessons these texts teach us about writing.
More detail about these selections will come in the introduction to the
Junior Year Writing section.

I remember last year, as | read through the final page proofs for this
year’s book, feeling amazed at the polish and depth of thought of these
young writers. It struck me that many of the texts would not look out of
place in an anthology of works by professional authors, and I felt that in
some ways, calling the work “student writing” was inappropriate. But taken
from another perspective, the fact that it is thinking and writing produced
by authors still relatively young, with so many more opportunities to
develop their talents, makes the reading that much more enjoyable and, at
times, astonishing.

We invite our readers to discover the many rhetorical choices available
to us in academic writing and to learn from the wealth of ideas and expe-
riences that emerge from each writer’s personal context. Finally, we hope
our readers will enjoy the excellent work produced by our UMass Amherst
students.

Patricia Zukowski

Chair, Anthology Committee

Assistant Director
University Writing Program
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Part 1

Preface

This collection of essays represents some of the excellent writing done by students
in the Basic Writing course (English Writing 111) during 2009. Basic Writing
here at the University of Massachusetts is a prerequisite for College Writing for
some students and also grants US Diversity credit. In this course, students read
and write about the myriad literacies by which and through which they nego-
tiate their worlds and how these literacies contribute to identity construction.
In unit 1, students explore the idea of multiple literacies and discourse commu-
nities, focusing their writing on a literacy with which they have experience. In
unit I, they read texts which examine literacies from an academic perspective
and then apply this lens to a home literacy. In unit 111, the class examines lit-
eracies of power and how certain groups and institutions are supported and
normalized by the language society forwards. In unit IV, students examine edu-
cational literacies and how schools work to validate or deny certain literacies,
identities, and discourse communities at the expense of others. The essays in this
anthology represent important critical work on a topic of increasing importance
to the students in this class, and indeed to us all.
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