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INTRODUCTION

We would like to present a wonderful book written by teena-
gers. Our book, “Stories of Teenagers from Around the
world”, allows other teenagers the opportunity to read sto-
ries written by teenagers from around the World. The mes-
sage that Teenagers from Around the World want to share, is
that other teenagers are not alone; they face the same is-
sues that any teenagers face by just “being” a teenager.

The stories are moving, entertaining and honest and there is a
positive outcome — a message of hope In each essay. This
pbook will give Chinese teenagers the opportunity to read in-
teresting stories written in English, and learn about how other
cultures cope, relax and communicate.

As editors, we have asked teenagers to write stories on the
experiences they have faced on specific subjects. To add an
interesting and entertaining perspective we have assembled
the best stories written from both young men and women. We
selected specific subjects to act as a sounding board for
Chinese teenagers, parents and teachers.

We hope each story will bring hope and insight for the next
generation. We also believe these stories will help build confi-
dence and self esteem and encourage Chinese teenagers to
be the best that they can be.
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Dedicated to the indomitable spirit

of the teenager
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Confusing

by Nayantara Srinivasan

have you ever felt like

you’re watching yourself, and

you’re not really you?

like you don’'t matter, be-
cause

you can’t control

the things you say and do.

you're feeling guilty,

but you don’t know why

‘Cause you didn’t do anything
bad!

and sometimes in a crowd

you're still all alone

angry hurt and sad.

| feel that way sometimes
and it’s so confusing

it makes me wanna scream.
it’s like I'm trapped

in someone else’s life

in a never ending dream.

life’s all mixed up

and strangely unreal

and I’'m not me at all.

my life’s a walk

on a tightrope.

right now, | feel like | could
fall
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Be My Valentine
SRR

Fearn Sandison

Scotland

On the 14™ of February, the Western culture celebrates this
silly! day dedicated® to “love”. Originally a car company cre-
ated this day in order to sell a car. Then later on the card
company Hallmark made the holiday more public and well
known in order to fill in the purchasing® gap between Christ-
mas and Easter. So much for the day of love.

Well, on this day, we generally send “secret cards” to people
we fancy’ but are too scared to tell. But we also send cards
to family members, teachers’ friends, along with roses and
chocolates. It’s a rather sappy® day but because so many

people are romantics, the fake® tradition lives on.

Tsilly sormism ‘fancy Mg
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