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1 The Lion, the Wolf, and the Fox

A very old lion lay sick in his cave. All the beasts
came to pay their respects to their king, except for the fox.
The wolf therefore, thinking that he had an opportunity to
kill the fox, accused the fox in front of the lion,“The fox
has no respect for you or your rule. That’s why he hasn’t
even come to visit you; ”

Just as the wolf was saying this, the fox arrived and
he overheard these last words of the v;olf_. The lion roared
out in a rage against him, and the fox ff‘i:edrto defend him-
self and said, “And who, of all thos:ey_iiv.hovhave‘ gathered
here, has rendered Your Majesty as much service as I have
done? For I have traveled from place to place in every di-
rection, and have sought the famous doctors the means of
healing you? And I have found one. ”

The lion commanded him at once to tell him the cure
he had found. The fox replied, “ It is necessary for you to
flay a wolf alive, and then take his skin and wrap it around
you while it is still warm.”

The wolf was ordered to be taken away immediately
and flayed alive. As he was carried off, the fox turned to
him, and said with a smile, “You should have spoken well

of me to His Majesty rather than ill, ”
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If you speak ill of someone, you yourself will fall into

a trap.
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2 The Eagle, the Cat, and the Wild Sow

An eagle made her nest at the top of a tall oak; a cat,
having found a convenient hole, moved into the middle of
the trunk; and a wild sow, with her young. took shelter in
a hollow at its foot.

The cat cunningly resolved to drive them away. To
carry out her design, she climbed to the nest of the eagle,
and said, “ Destruction is preparing for you, and for me
too, unfortunately. The wild sow, whom you see daily
digging up the earth, wishes to uproot the oak, so she may

on its fall seize’ our families as food for her young. ”

Having thus frightened the eagle out of her senses,
she crept down to the cave of the sow, and said, “ Your
children are in great danger for as soon as you go out with
your litter to find food., the eagle will pounce on one of
your little pigs. ”

Having instilled these fears into the sow, she went

s F
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and pretended to hide herself in the hollow of the tree.
When night came the cat went forth with silent foot and
got food for herself and her kittens, but feigning to be a-
fraid, she kept a lookout all through the .day. Meanwhile,
the eagle, full of fear of the sow, sat still on the branches,

- and the sow, terrified by the eagle, did not dare to go out
from her cave. And thus they both, along with their fami-
lies, died from hunger, and left all the food for the cat and
her kittens.
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3 The Hare with Many Friends

A hare was very popular with other beasts who all
claimed to be her friends. But one day she heard the
hounds approaching and hoped to escape them by the aid of
her many friends. So, she went to the horse, and asked
him to carry her away from the hounds on his back. But
the horse refused, saying that he had important work to do
for his master. He said he felt sure that all her other
friends would come to her assistance.
The hare then had to go to the bull,
and hoped that he would drive the
hounds away with his horns. The=§
bull replied, “I am very sorry, but I

have an appointment with a lady; but

I feel sure that our friend the goat
will do what you want.” The goat,
however, feared that his back might do her some harm if
he took her upon it. The ram, the goat felt sure, was the
proper friend to apply to. So the hare went to the ram and
told him the case. The ram replied, “Another time, my
dear friend. 1 do not like to interfere on the present occa-
sion, as hounds have been known to eat sheep as well as
hares. ” The hare then applied, as a last hope, to the calf,
who regretted that he was unable to help her, as he did not

like to take the responsibility upon himself, as so many ol-
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der beasts than himself had declined the task. By this time

the hounds were quite near. and the hare took to her heels
and luckily escaped.
This tale shows that he who has many {riends, has no

friends.
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4 An Unusual Dream

I don’t dream very often, but when I do 1 alwa)'/s have
~unusual dreams.

It was a beautiful day and T was on a big ship. The sea
was calm and quiet, the sky blue and clear, and the sun
warm and bright. Suddenly, heavy clouds covered the sky.
The sun disappeared, the wind began to blow, and the sea
turned gray. There was such a fierce storm that the ship
almost sank. At that moment another shi;;)‘ 'apﬁleared from
out of the dense fog. It was a pirate ship with a black flag
and a crew of armed pirates. The pirates jumped -onto our
ship and the battle began. I was attacked by three pirafes
at once. One pirate had a long beard, the other.had a big
black moustache, and the third oné*had a wooden leg. 1
had a sword in my hand and 1 fought bravely; “All around
me a violent battle raged. Soon 1 was wounded and lay
bleeding on the deck. Then, all at once, a very beautiful
girl appeared on the other ship. She gave some sharp com-
mands and all the pirates disappeared. Their ship vanished
too. It seemed to have been gulped down. Immediately the
storm stopped and the sun came out again. 1 was dazzled.

Just then 1 awoke and found that 1 was in my own
bed. The sun was shinning and there was a ray of light in

my face. Perhaps it was that sunbeam that had changed my
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nightmare into a dream of adventure.
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