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Education Policy

Wam-up

1. Pre-reading

(1) Can you tell about China’s education system?

(2) What differences do you know between China’s and America’ s education

systems?

(3) Are you planning to study in the United States sometime in the future? Do
you know what you should do to earn a doctorate (I 1-2#{) there?

2. Skimming and scanning (Time limit: 4 minutes — Starting time: ;)

(1) In the United States, education is compulsory for all students until age

A. 15 B. 16 C.17 D. 138

(2) When the article was written, nearly _ of American high school graduates
go to college.
A 172 B.2/3 C.3/4 D. 100%
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(3) GPA stands for

SAT stands for
GRE stands for

(4) The four types of degrees one can earn in the United States are

- . - o

0 The Article

The American Education System

Editoral provided by Susan E. Hume, Ph.D., Graduate Teaching Fellow in the

Geography Department at the University of Oregon.

U

b2)

International students who come to the United States might wonder how
their American classmates reached that educational level. The American
education system appears to be very confusing. This is a brief introduction.
To begin with, because of the country’s history and cultural values, no
national education system or national curriculum exists in the United
States. The federal government does not operate schools.

Each of the 50 states has its own Department of Education which sets guidelines
for the schools of that state. Public colleges and universities receive funding
from the state in which they are located. Each state’ s legislature decides
how many tax dollars will be given to colleges and universities.

Most of the control of American schools lies in the hands of each local school
district. Each school district? is governed by a school board?, a small
committee of people elected by the local community. The school board sets
general policies for the school district. Students do not pay tuition in grades
1-12,

Generally, school districts are divided into elementary schools, middle schools
or junior high schools, and high schools. Elementary schools contain students
in kindergarten and 1st through 5th or 6th grades. Many children go to

@ school district (para. 4): < J& >R, T2 R 6 AL AAS > R
@ school board (para. 4): H1 5y £ 744



B

s Unit 1 Education Policy »

U

e

kindergarten when they are five years old. Children begin first grade at age
SIX.

Depending on the school district, students follow elementary school with either
middle school or junior high school. Middle school contains grades 6-8. Junior
high school contains grades 7-9. Following that, students go to high school.
High school contains grades 9-12 or 10-12. ‘
High school students take a wide range of courses. All students are required
to take English, maths, science, and social studies courses. They also might
be required to take a foreign language and/or physical education. A course
can be one semester or two semesters long.

In the United States, education is compulsory® for all students until age 16.
Usually, a student graduates after he or she has successfully passed all the
required courses. Grades are given to students for each course at the end of
every semester or term. Girades are:

A = Excellent, B = Above Average, C = Average, D = Below Average,
F = Failure (A student who fails a required course must take the course
again.) »

In 1970, about half of all American students who graduated from high school
went to college. Today, nearly three out of four American high school graduates

go to college.

Admission® to a College / University

fy  Although admission policies vary from one college and university to the
next, most determine admission based on several factors such as a
student’ s high school course of study, high school GPA, SAT scores,
written essay, and possibly personal interview.

19 The college or university admission office considers whether a student has
taken courses in high school that have prepared him/her for the more
difficult college courses. A student’ s high school grade point average (GPA)

(& compulsory (para. 8): A. frec B. required C. basic

@) adrnission (para. 11): A. acknowledgermnent B. entrance fec C. right to enter
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i1s also considered. A GPA is a quantitative® figure representing a
student’ s accumulated® grades. Each letter grade is assigned a number of
points: A =4 points, B=3, C=2, D=1, and F = 0 points.

A GPA is calculated by adding all of the points earned for each course
grade and dividing the total points by the total number of courses taken.
For example, a GPA of 3.0 means a “B” average for all of the courses
taken.

Most colleges and universities set a minimum SAT score that a student
must achieve in order to gain admission. The SAT is the Scholastic®
Aptitude® Test, a standardized quantitative examination taken by high
school students throughout the United States. Each college or university
decides the minimum SAT score it will accept.

Colleges and universities often require applicants to write an essay. The
length and content of the essay is determined by each admission office.
Depending on the college or university, applicants might also have a

personal interview with a representative from the admissions office.

There are four types of degrees

{6 Associate’ s (completion of a program in a specific career field),

Bachelor’ s (conferred after completion of an undergraduate program),
Master’ s (first graduate degree),
Doctorate (second graduate degree and final degree).

17 At the college and university level, most courses are only one semester long.
Each course is assigned a number of credit hours. Credit hours are usually
based on how much time is spent in class. Most courses are 3 credits.
However, some courses may be 1, 2, 4 or 5 credits. All degree programs
require students to complete a minimum number of credit hours before
graduation. Most Bachelor’ s degree programs in the United States don’t

() quantitative (para. 12): A. 5Pk B. C.IREM

@ accumulated (para. 12): A. LB B. Y CEn

) scholastic (para. 14): A. “F A (H) B. FAY C. AU

& aptitude (para. 14): A. i 7y B. it ) C. &)Y
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require students to write a final thesis. A final thesis is required for most
Master’ s programs and all Doctorate programs.Selection for admission to a
graduate program is similar to the factors used to determine admission to
an undergraduate program. Instead of considering high school courses and
GPA, an admissions office examines the student’ s undergraduate courses
and GPA. Most Master’ s programs require students to have a minimum
score on the GRE. The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is similar to
the SAT.

In most Doctorate programs, students continue to take courses until they
have earned enough credit hours to attempt their qualifying examinations.
After students pass the qualifying exams, they can begin to write their
final thesis.

Because degree requirements can be very complex and vary from one program
to another, all students should check with their departments and program
advisors to make sure they are meeting the requirements of their particular

programs.

Grades: Professors give letter grades to show the quality of a student’ s work.
The grade tells how well the student is performing on tests, research papers,
and class participation. Most colleges or universities require that students

maintain a minimum grade point average to continue their studies. Here are

the grades and the grade point averages:

T

Excellent

A - 3.7
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| Letter Grade
B+ 33
Above Average B B 3.0
B - 27
C+ 23
Average C 20
C - — 1.7
7 D+ 1.3
Poor D “ 1,%)
5 D - 0.7 7
7 Failurc F - | 0

(Source: http ./lwww .educationguide-usa.com/isg/edusystem.htm)

3. Reading comprehension

i. Reading for main idea

(1) According to the article, who does NOT operate American schools?
A. The Federal Government. B. The states.
C. Local school districts. D. Local school board.

(2) Fill the blanks with the grades each section of the pre-college/university
education contains.

Elementary school: ___~ —

Middle school:  — _ (or junior high school: __  — )
High school: . —

(3) The factors determining admission to a college or university are listed in
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paragraph __

ii. Understanding the language

A. Vocabulary

Pick out the right meaning of each of the words in the footnotes of the
article. You should only guess the meaning of the words from the context
where they appear in the article. You should not use a dictionary in this

exercise.

B. Phrases and sentences
Paraphrase the following sentences.
(1) “... admission policies vary from one college and university to the next...”

(para. 11)

(2) All degree programs require students to complete a minimum number of

credit hours before graduation. (para. 17)

iii. Reading for facts

(1) Students in the United States have to pay tuition in . (more than one
choice is acceptable)
A. elementary school B. middle school or junior high school
C. high school D. college and university

E. post-graduate programs
(2) Who decides the minimum SAT score for an admission to a college or

university?
A. The federal government. B. The State Department of Education.
C. The college or university itself. D. Local school district.
(3) A final thesis is required for all __ programs.
A. Associate’ s B. Bachelor’ s
C. Master’ s D. Doctorate

(4) If you have taken 5 courses and have got the following letter grades: A, A,
B, B, C, what is your GPA? And what does your GPA mean?
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A. 3.2; excellent. B. 3.2; above average.
C. 3.0; average. D. 3.0; above average.
(5) Which one is NOT a factor determining the admission to a graduate
program?
A. High school course of study. B. Undergraduate GPA.
C. GRE score. D. Personal interview.

4. Interpretation and evaluation

“Each state’s legislature decides how many tax dollars will be given to
colleges and universities.” Who do you think actually fund the public colleges
and universities? Do you believe that students do not pay tuition in grades
1-127

- In-focus

1. Pre-reading

(1) Do you happen to know any children who have no access to education? Who
are they? What do you think could be done to help them?

(2) Are there still illiterate adults around you? Do you know any programs
aimed to eliminate adult illiteracy?

2. Skimming and scanning (Time limit: 4 minutes — Starting time: __: )

(1) What meeting is this article about?



