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Famous Universities

PART I Read and Explore

Lead-in Questions A W
1. How much do you know about Yale University? Share what you know with your classmates.
2. What is a “sense of mission”? Have you ever had a “sense of mission” as a university student?
3. What do you think you can do for our country and for the world? '

“The World Needs Vale. We Are Ready!”

A Student's Speech at Yale's Tercentennial Convocation, October 5, 2001

“America needs Yale.” So said David Brewer, a United States Supreme & tercentennial a. = 4L K

Court Justice and a graduate of the Yale Law School, when he spoke at e convocation n. (EEXH) EE
the University’s Bicentennial Celebration. And he pointed out, "I think it Justice n. 3E
is worth repeating that Yale was the first university in the world to declare & bicentennial a. —H AFEL&H
in her charter that training for public service was her paramount purpose.” celebration n. i
A hundred years have gone by, and Yalies have been true to their charter n. Zf2
charter’s call. Since 1901, Yale students have fought in five American & paramount a. HEEH
wars. Five Yale graduates have been elected President of the United
States. Others have whispered in the President’s ear. Countless others countless a. LRI

have served their states and
their cities, their districts and
their neighborhoods, their neighborhood n. 4B HIX, HIX
communities and their families.
Yale students, while here and
after, have helped fight a war
on poverty and a war on poverty n. K%

discrimination. While pushing 4 discrimination n. B
the limits of freedom, Yalies * provocative a. KM
have made the best case for it

through their provocative art —RER: T RREKR: %
ERER: 4 BNAe

and science.



Universities

| believe that Yale students of the last century have been such skilled
public servants not only‘bécause of what Yale encouraged them to be,
but because of who they themselves were. The student body changed,
in ways both subtle and dramatic, over the past century. Boys from the
South were welcomed back. Public school students arrived from New
Haven. African-Americans arrived, in growing numbers. Women. Jews.
Muslims. Children of immigrants and immigrants themselves. And now,
Yale has over a thousand international students every year.

This is who we are today, complicated, varied, and beautiful; a
community of students poised to answer America’s, and indeed the
world’s, changing needs.

Sometimes it is hard to know what the world needs from us. Often
we struggle to feel that we owe it something. It can be frightening to
think that so much débe’nds on us. Sometimes we forget that the work
is just beginning.

But then there are moments in which the call is clear and piercing.
It is hard to say anything definite about what happened on September
11th, let alone what will follow. But on behalf of my fellow students, |
will venture this: | am sure that our sense of mission, personal and pubilic,
deepened if not changed this September. Suddenly the idea of service is
more meaningful, and more urgent.

How fortunate we are, at a time like this, to be the students of
Yale’s enduring founding charter.

How fortunate we are to learn the lessons of the charter quietly
from teachers who know that reading poetry can make you a better
citizen; from our friends who teach us by their example on the soccer

field or in the campus’s theaters; from a city that welcomes us as residents,

not just as visiting students.

And how fortunate we are to be artists, nurses, architects, lawyers,
environmentalists, doctors, athletes, musicians, writers, scholars, public
servants, etc. and how fortunate we are to be part of this century’s Yale.
We are aware of our privilege and we embrace the responsibility that
accompanies privilege. We strive to make sense of the past. We are
engaged in public deliberation and insistent on democracy. We don’t
always agree with one another, but then Yale has a tradition of that too.
We may not complete the tasks, but neither will we desist from trying.
We try our best. We are a community, and we serve one another as well
as we prepare ourselves to serve the world.

For this time, it is not just America that needs us. The calls to service now
are global and diverse, but so are we. The world needs Yale. We are ready!

(604 words)

subtle a. $&bRY
dramatic a. 3R BI¥ER
Jew n. IR KA
Muslim n. bk
immigrant n BE
complicated a. 3 Z«Ry
varied a. ZRZHM
poised a. YE4F B4

piercing a. RELN, WEM
definite a. BABRAY

behalf n. Fiiz, Kl
venture v. SHiE (M)
urgent a. AN

enduring a. FA K

soccer n. EER

environmentalist n. fﬁﬁﬁ#‘l‘.ﬁi%

scholar n. %%

embrace v. (fRIR) 8%
strive v, B

engage v. BAEF
deliberation n. B¥95, WP
insistent a. RIFAWN

& desist v. &1k



be true to 23T

make a case for HEBA

let alone EAR B

on behalf of R*E

make sense of TR
be insistent on =g
be engaged in Y

United States Supreme Court % FH B & b

Yale Law School 8 2
New Haven e

1. Yale University: Yale University is a private, coeducational institution of higher education in New
Haven, Connecticut. Yale, the third oldest institution of its kind in the United States, is a member of the
vy League, a group of eight highly competitive, traditional eastern schools.

2. Supreme Court of the United States: Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court in the
United States and the chief authority in the judicial branch, one of the three branches of the United States
federal government. The Supreme Court hears appeals from decisions of lower federal courts and state
supreme courts, and it resolves issues of constitutional and federal law. It stands as the ultimate authority
in constitutional interpretation, and its decisions can be changed only by a constitutional amendment.

Content Awareness

1 Complete the following statements based on the information from the passage.

1. In the speech, the Yale student emphasizes that
A) all Yale students are ready to serve the world
B) more Yale students will become President of the U. S.
C) Yale will work harder to promote its provocative art and science
D) Yale will be developing at a faster pace in the new century

2. Yale has a history of more than .
A) 100 years B) 150 years C) 200 years D) 300 years

3. The phrase “whisper in the President’s ear” means .
A) to speak to the President in a low voice B) to speak into the President’s ear

C) to work for the President as his consultant D) to hold one’s breath before the President
4. Yale is different from what it was a century ago because :

A) Yale students have sensed their privilege and enjoyed it very much

B) Yale is educating more public servants for the country

C) Yale teachers are teaching their students to read more poetry

D) the student body of Yale has become very diverse



5. The 9.11 incident has made Yale students feel that

A) their mission has deepened

B) their mission has become unclear

C) they are fortunate to have experienced it
D) they need to help each other more

2 Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1.

What is written down in Yale's charter as her paramount purpose?

2. How many Yale graduates have become President of the U. S.? Can you name some of them?

LAl

Use a couple of sentences to describe the student body of Yale.
What did Yale students realize explicitly after the 9.11 incident?
Do you think students have a stronger sense of mission when their country is in a crisis? Explain.

Language Focus

3 Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

® N oo

©

poverty strive urgent definite discrimination
complicated varied embrace scholar dramatic
. Mr. Litmus’ speech contained long words and names of strange substances that no one
could understand.
There are a lot of papers to sign, but the only one is this contract.

The General Assembly has asked the richer countries to give 1% of their annual budget to try to wipe
out in poor countries.

The incident suggests that there will be a need for much stronger government action if race

is to be reduced.

There have been some fairly developments on the politic scene recently.

I'm afraid that | can’t answer this question; I've never been much of a , you know.

The new rules by government watchdog ( ¥ ) organizations.

You've got to be ambitious, not for yourself, but for your company to be among the best in the world and
you've got to to get it there.

| don't have any idea now, but | assure you I'll give you a decision in a couple of days.
Different people live peacefully together; and the weather there, from one part of this tiny island to
another, is as as the people.

4 Compléte the following sentences with phrases or expressions from the passage. Change the form
where necessary.

1

2
3.
4
5

. The soldiers vowed ( £#& ) to the president whatever would happen.

. Politicians should not business affairs that might affect their political judgment.
everyone here, I'd like to thank our special guest for his entertaining speech.

. The company refuses to sell on credit; it immediate payment.

. Evelyn stretched her back and stared into the dark, trying to the day’s events.



Unit 1 Famousi

5 Translate the following sentences into English.

1. ROREMKMREAEFLRAAE, EHNEFHEHRT . (et alone)

MRBAREXAH Y, HBOLASREEN. (neither)
XEBY, BEMHRALERRBIZNN, hRMBIEFM. (f not)
YRR i% 35 H B IE B VR WL A ADIEDE . (make a case for)

S o S A

Lead-in Questions

BMNEBEEADELHEKRURES M BETZHHENTE. (answer one’s needs)

1. How often do you surf the Web?
2. What are some of your favorite websites?
3. What are the advantages of online learning?

Plan Evokes Worldwide Responses

—MIT Announcing its OCW

What Is OCW?

At a press conference on April 4, 2001, MIT announced its
commitment to make the materials from virtually all of its courses freely
available on the World Wide Web for non-commercial use. This new
initiative, called MIT OpenCourseWare (OCW), reflects MIT’s
commitment to disseminate knowledge across the globe.

We see OCW as providing a way to share our thinking about the
content of a modern curriculum in all the areas in which MIT excels.
Users of this site may include other academics around the world and
individual learners who may not have access to similar educational
materials.

The task of creating a highly visible website that draws together the
materials of virtually all of MIT’s course offerings is considerable. However,
the majority of faculty support this effort and believe that it is consistent
with MIT’s long-standing objective to focus the contributions of both its
faculty and its new technologies on broad, societal benefits.

What Are the Responses?

Hundreds of people from all over the world, inciuding Nobel laureate
Joshua Lederberg, sent e-mails to MIT to express enthusiastic approval
of her pioneering OpenCourseWare program. Messages came from as
far away as Australia, Nigeria, South Africa and India, as well as many
places in North America. Below are some sampling messages.

“I am a Nigerian student who has dreamt all my life of studying in MIT.

% evokev. 3|2

response n. Wi

conference n. £l
commitment n. &Kig
available a. B[ LLF| K
non-commercial a. JEF§ALAY
reflect v. St

disseminate v 3%
curriculum n. iR

excel v. MK

access n. Kk, &R

considerable a. X4 WA
consistent a. —¥M

objective n. H#R

societal a. #2410

benefit n. Fix

laureate n. 324 (R#) KAH
approval n. Bp

pioneering a. FF IR

sample v. BUH




‘Universities

Thanks a lot for making this dream come true, for if I can’t come to MIT, MIT

has now come to me.”

“I write this letter to convey my best wishes for the success of your convey v. Fik

OpenCourseWare program. I am a resident in India, and would have given

anything to have had access to such a facility when I was a student. I used to be
Jrustrated when I wanted to learn and could not afford to buy books or simply frustrate v. f2K.L>
did not have access to such books in local book shops.”

“Congratulations on your OpenCourseWare initiative. You set an example congratulation n.
for the world. 1 can’t wait to access your materials for the improvement of my
mind. Strength to your arm!”
g (Johannesburg, South Africa)
“What an extraordinary
idea! I'm simply in awe of your | a awe n. B
ambitious initiative. That it ambitious a. LN
. comes from a private university
 which could arguably maintain arguably ad. EZ A HHb
maintain v. £3k, BFAR
obligation n. ¥ %
striking a. AR, SIAZEAR

that it does not have the same
- obligation to the public as a

state university is even more

striking.” (Seattle).

“As a director of a nonprofit organization which seeks to give women and

girls the tools they need to reap the benefits of digital technology, I applaud
you! This is a tremendous idea whose time has come.” (Toronto)

“In a time when America is blamed for so much that is meretricious or
downright bad, it is truly wonderful to have a gesture like MIT's rise above the
tawdry. Personally, I intend to take advantage of it in my approaching old
age!” (Melbourne, Australia)

“As an engineering student, I've used study materials already available on
the MIT website many times. I salute MIT for taking this important step for sharing
knowledge that will greatly benefit students like me all over the developing world.”
(Sri Lanka)

“Congratulations and thank you for your forward thinking and generosity in
providing the world with the opportunity to participate in your courses. By using
the Internet as the medium for knowledge dissemination, MIT has utilized the
technology as it was originally developed and intended: an open, free and borderless
community promoting freedom of ideas and thought.” (Arlington, VA)

“This is very good news for many people like me. I'm writing from Ecuador.
People from undeveloped countries like this have no easy access to the research
and the topics used by professors at universities like MIT. I'm sure this fact will
influence the knowledge of many needed people around the world.” (Quito,
Ecuador)

“Let me just congratulate you and your university for the initiative
OpenCourseWare of opening your knowledge to the world. I must say that for
me it is only a little surprise that MIT takes such original initiative, because
MIT has already showed in the past its global view of the world and of human

reap v. W3k

digital a. FH
applaud v. B[]
tremendous a. BRI
blame v. HF
meretricious a. <K
downright ad. )i
gesture n. ¥R, BE
tawdry a. {HENRY
intend v. TH
approach v. #if
salute v. 7 3LBH
forward a. fiEWE
generosity n. %
medium n. 4



Unit 1 Famous L

knowledge. I am convinced that the majority of university leaders and politicians
have not yet realized what the real potential of the Internet is. But what is now
important is that MIT has taken such initiative and has showed the way for
others that will Sollow. (Brussels, Belgium)

convince v. fH{ER
potential n. #EHE

be consistent with
dream of

come true

used to do

set an example for
blame for

take advantage of

MIT
World Wide Web
Nobel

Joshua Lederberg

Nigeria

‘Johannesburg

Seattle
Melbourne

Sri Lanka
Arlington, VA
Quito

Ecuador
Brussels

(732 words)

lﬁ...#ﬁ
B8

SHY

i R
Sy ST BB
B T BB
Fil

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (FE) W& T4k
Sk
% DUR

 TRBRAE - SRR

JE H #IE

AR (R R

PaAfEPE (3K —ikiti)
B/RA (BAFIIE—IR)

S L2

FTpRIR (3 3% R — bRt
#% (JO)RB/REH)
JERBIR

i sE/R (RS E)

Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT): MIT is one of the world’s leading research universities, |
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. In 1865 the school was opened in Boston. Originally devoted to industrial
science, MIT has developed into five schools offering undergraduate as well as graduate work. Throughout

its history MIT has held a worldwide reputation for teaching and research.

Content Awareness

6 Choose the best answer to each question based on the information from the passage.

1. MIT offers all kinds of courses online for the purpose of
A) showing enthusiastic approval of the Internet
B) providing the most advanced education online



