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Preview

In this unit you will revise the following:

Lesson 1

¢ Simple present (habitual actions)

* Adjective + infinitive

* Phrasal verb combinations with get

e Simple past for narration

Lesson 2

® There is and There are

* Whose and of which

* Simple present to express intentions

* The relative pronoun which

Lesson 3

* Must and have to

* Have been and was/were
®* Go + -ing form (activities)

* Have + noun



UNITS5

Lesson I The detectives’ story

Conversation @ = m:___—-

Situation: David Gainer is “thinking aloud” as he comes
into his office.

Question: How do we know that Tess Donatello is
“smart”?

Study the conversation with the help of the VCD and the
cassettes.

DAVID: Needle in a Haystack.' 1. Needle in a Haystack : When something is very
hard to find, we sometimes use the common saying:

“It’s like looking for a needle in a haystack.” That’s
why David says it’s a good name for a detective

It’s a good name for a business
like ours. Detective agency.

: : ; 2
Private nvestigators. agency: because detectives look for things that are

We look for things — people?, very hard to find.

documents, evidence — all kinds
of things that are hard to find.
That’s Tess. Tess Donatello.
She’s my partner’. We met in an
adult education class. It was
called “Buying a Condominium.”
After the class, she bought a

condominium. I haven’t gotten
=y S ]

nin

Around :
b

. Private investigators : Another name for private

detective, i.e., a detective who is self-employed, not
a member of the police force.

. people: People is the plural of person to refer to

human beings in general. The plural form peoples
means nations. Compare:

This is a history of the English-speaking people.
(people = all the men, women and children)

This is a history of the English-speaking peoples.
(peoples = nations)

. partner:i.e. business associate. We also use pari-

ner to refer to someone with whom you have a
romantic relationship.

. 1 haven't gotten around to it: This use of the

phrasal verb ger around to means to finally do some-
thing you have been intending to do for some time.



LESSON 1

DAVID:

TESS:

DAVID:

TESS:

DAVID:

Tess is smart®. Criminology
major.” MBA.®

Unbelievable researcher®.
She’s a real sweetheart'’, too.
You’re giving me the creeps'’
with that look'2.

And don’t you have any work
to do?

Me?" I'm David Gainer.

After college, I went to police
academy. Yeah, it’s weird.

I spent six years on the force'*.
Then I figured out I don’t like
hierarchies.

Anyway!5, Tess and I discovered
we were both sick of'® our jobs.
We both wanted more
independence.

We both liked puzzles and
take-out food."

One thing led to another and ...

Did I ever say that this would be
a glamorous line of work'#?

She did. She was wrong.

Most of our jobs are pretty small.
Small, not very costly, but labor
intensive'? with a capital L.

So we keep busy. Some days can
be very interesting. Today is not
one of those days. But you
never know what’s around the
corner.2! After all,?> we are a
detective agency.

4

10.

1.

12.
13.
14.
- 15.

16.
17.

. smart: Or: clever, intelligent.
. Criminology major: i.e. she studied criminol-

ogy as a main subject in college.

MBA : Master of Business Administration.
researcher: A person who does research. We
often add -er to a noun or verb to mean “‘the person
who,” e.g.: employer = the person who employs.
sweetheart: We often use this noun as a form of
address, e.g.: Thank you, sweetheart. Here, sweet-
heart means someone lovable, very kind.

you're giving me the creeps:i.e. you're mak-
ing me feel nervous. Compare the adjective creepy:
That old house is pretty creepy.

thatlook:i.e. that expression (on your face).
Me?:i.e. Do you want to know about me?

the force:i.e. the police force.

Anyway : Anyway is used conversationally here
to return to the subject that was previously being
discussed, or to change the subject.

sick of : Or: tired of, fed up with.

We both liked puzzles and take-out food:
David is referring to the fact that they both liked
solving problems and their lifestyle doesn’t allow

them time for regular meals.

4

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

line of work : Line is used here in the sense of
kind, e.g.: What line of business are you in? = What
kind of business are you in?

labor intensive i.e. requiring a lot of work by
people.

with a capital L:i.e. Labor intensive, with the
emphasis on the work involved, i.e. a lot of work.
you never know what’s around the corner:
i.e. unexpected things can happen.

After all : We often use this phrase to state a

conclusion.
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Questions about the story

Listen and answer. The questions and the answers you will hear are printed below. Refer to them

only if you need to.

1. Why is “Needle in a Haystack™ a good name for a detective agency?
(Because it will search for things which are difficult to find.)
2. How did David and Tess meet? ( At an adult education class.)
3. How do we know that David thinks Tess is intelligent? (Because he says she is smart.)
4. What did David do before he became a private detective? (He was in the police torce.)
5. Suggest one or two reasons why David and Tess went into business together.
(Because they are good friends. They trust each other. They have complementary strains.)
6. What don’t you ever know in this business? (What will happen next.)

What happened in the story?
Go through the episode in your mind. Try to think about the main events in English as far as

possible by referring to these key words:

Needle in a Haystack — good name

Tess Donatello — partner — adult education class
Tess: criminology — David: police academy
Sick of their jobs — independence

Most jobs small — some days, very interesting

Say the dialog to yourself as far as you can from memory. Refer to the text only if you need help.

Ianguagc study and pmt:ii: ¢
n Grammar focus

' 1, THE SIMPLE PRESENT (HABITUAL ACTIONS,

I We look for things — people, documents, evidence — all kinds of things that

P L i e e i e i e e e e < I R L

We generally use the simple present tense to describe events that happen normally or habitually.
Compare the present progressive tense which describes what’s going on at the moment:

What are you doing?

— I'm looking for a document.

S U TS T ——————————— S SR e e e e e e e e e L

2. ADJECTIVE + INFINITIVE

~ We look for things that are hard to find.



We often use the infinitive to express purposes after certain adjectives (hard, easy, difficult, important, etc.), e.g.:
I’'m looking for some documents and it’s hard to find them. (infinitive + object)

But note the absence of the object in:
We look for things that are hard to find. (Not that are hard to find them)

= e e e e e e e e e ww e e mem me e e

3. PHRASAL VERB COMBINATIONS \

- oam s we s ma

There are an enormous number of these. Learn them as you go along. Here are three examples:
I haven’t gotten around to it. (get around to it = find the time to do it)
Why don’t you get down to work? (get down to = begin to give serious attention to)
I'm just getting over the flu. (get over = recover from)

L. SIMPLE PAST FOR NARRATIOMN

After college, I went to police academy.

L T T T R R e T T T e T R R S e - i R T iy P Eo e e

We use the simple past, often combined with the past progressive (was/were doing something) when we’re
telling a story or giving an account of something.

| Dialog =

Look at the dialog. It demonstrates some of the grammatical points discussed above.

First listen, then listen and repeat.

DAVID: You’re working very hard, Tess.

TESS: I have a letter here from one of our clients

which is hard to understand.

You’re in a funny mood today.
You’re giving me the creeps.

DAVID: I'm in a funny mood most days.

I walked to work this morning.

I kept asking myself,

“Why do I do this kind of work?”
TESS: I think you’re a bit weird sometimes.

Why don’t you do something useful?
DAVID: Like what?
TESS: Like some work, for example.

Continue practicing by yourself, varying the information as much as you like.



4| Business associates =

Look at the monolog. Tess Donatello is watching her colleague, David Gainer, and thinking
about him.

First listen, then listen and repeat.

TESS:  That’s my partner, David Gainer,
who just came in.
We met in an adult education class.
One thing led to another
and now we’re partners.
I mean business partners,
not the other kind.
Once in a while he makes a pass,

but our relationship is strictly professional.

David’s great to work with.

Quick-thinking. Dynamic. Intuitive.

He likes to act tough and talk tough but he’s a real softy.
I can wrap him around my little finger any time.

Continue practicing by yourself, varying the information as much as you like.

Questions about business associates

Listen and answer. The questions you will hear are printed below. Refer to them only if you
need to.

1. Who are the people you work with and what do they do?

2. How well do you think you know your business associates? Why?

3. How well do your business associates know you? Why?

Business associates

Think in English about a colleague you know well and make a few notes about him/her (appearance,
character, what he/she’s like to work with, etc.).

Look at your notes and tell your partner about this colleague. You may start like this:

I share an office with ...
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n Privateeyes
First Listen, then read the text.

A “private eye” is another name for a private detective: someone you can hire to do
your dirty business for you. You want to know about the new products of a rival
company. You want to know what your wife is up to when you’re on a business
trip. You want to know why your husband often “works late” at the office. Just call
Needle in a Haystack, and Tess and David will find out. They’ll keep an eye on
“the suspect” day and night. They’ll keep records and take photographs to provide
you with the evidence you’re looking for. If there is a needle in the haystack, you
can be sure they’ll find it.

Listen and answer.

Is “private eye” another name for private detective? (Yes, it 1s.)
What might you want to know about a rival company? (Its new products.)

Listen and ask.

Ask if “private eye” means “private detective.”
Does “private eye” mean “private detective™? (Yes, it does.)
What ...7

What does “‘private eye” mean? (“Private detective.”)

Ask if I want to know about a new product.

Do you want to know about a new product? (Yes. I do.)
What ...?

What do you want to know? (About a new product.)

Ask if my husband often works late.
Does your husband often work late? (Yes, he does.)
Why ...7

Why does your husband often work late? (Because he says he is very busy.)

Ask if I can call Needle in a Haystack.

Can you call Needle in a Haystack? (Yes, I can.)
Who ...7

Who can you call? (Needle in a Heystack.)



