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Preface

This book provides key readings and cases to introduce students to the
underpinnings and contemporary practices of American government. As
a sourceboak, it complements regular texts by illustrating and amplifying
important issues and concepts. At the same time, the organization and
design of the book make it suitable for use as a core text. Extensive
notes are included that introduce, connect, and comment upon the
selections within the broader context of American government.

This new edition contains up-to-date and relevant material designed
to stimulate student interest and discussion and at the same time to
show how our government functions. As in previous editions, a balance
is maintained among classical readings, important historical and current
constitutional law cases, and contemporary readings that pinpoint and
analyze evolving political trends.

The basic areas covered in this edition include the nature and ori-
gins of constitutional theory and practice; federalism and intergovern-
mental relations; the civil liberties and civil rights of citizens; the
organization and functions of political parties; elections and electoral be-
havior; political campaigning; the media and political consultants; the
nature and functions of interest groups; the powers, responsibilities, and
limitations of the presidency; the presidential establishment; presidential
character and style; the president and the press; the scope of executive
privilege; the nature and functions of the bureaucracy and its key role as
part of the Washington establishment; the organization of Congress, in-
cluding the legislative veto and the separation of powers; the relation-
ship between members of Congress and their constituencies; the
increased role of committee and personal staffs; the Supreme Court, in
particular the politics of judicial appointments, using Sandra Day
O’Connor as a case study; and the nature of judicial decision making,
including a special interview with Justice Harry A. Blackmun.

The selections for this edition were chosen with a view not only to
presenting students with important readings and cases that give Jiew per-
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spectives on American constitutional development and political institu-
tions, but also to heightening their interest and appreciation of the
richness and excitement of politics.

This new edition continues to introduce students to the constitu-
tional background of political institutions and processes through selec-
tions from The Federalist, including Federalist Papers 47, 48, and 51
(separation of powers and checks and balances); 10 (parties and interest
groups); 39 (federalism); 70 (presidency); and 78 (judicial review).

Major Supreme Court cases are given, including Marbury v. Madi-
son (1803), McCulloch v. Maryland (1819), Dennis v. United States
(1951), Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954, 1955), Gideon v.
Wainwright (1963), Regents of the University of California v. Bakke
(1978), United States v. Nixon (1974), and the important new legislative
veto case, Immigration and Naturalization Service v. Chadha (1983).

Classic articles by John P. Roche on the Founding Fathers, Charles
A. Beard on the framing of the Constitution, John Locke’s Second
Treatise, Of Civil Government, and Garry Wills’s important new work,
Explaining America, provide a unique basis for students to help them
understand the foundations of American government.

Complementing the classics are exciting new selections to heighten
students’ interest. New to this edition are highly readable articles by
Michael Kinsley on affirmative action; Larry J. Sabato on the rise of
political consultants; Jeff Greenfield discussing the media and the 1980
presidential election; a Time account of running with the PACs, portray-
ing how Political Action Committees influence politics and government;
New York Times correspondent Fox Butterfield describing the anatomy
of a nuclear protest; the dean of American journalism, Douglass Cater,
and former presidential adviser George E. Reedy examining the role of
the press as a critic and ally of government; Washington Post reporter
David S. Broder depicting the frustrations, machinations and occasional
victories of House Majority Leader Jim Wright under the Reagan ad-
ministration. The politics of Supreme Court appointments is the focus of
a new case study on the first woman to be appointed to the Court,
Sandra Day O’Connor. Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun
gives his candid views on the inner workings of the Court in an inter-
view with correspondent Daniel Schorr.

The new edition continues to present a balanced viewpoint by in-
cluding highly readable classics in political science literature and the best
of contemporary research that is of importance to students if they want
to keep abreast of current knowledge about American political institu-
tions and processes. Representing important political science perspec-
tives on interest groups, for example, are selections by E. E.
Schattschneider, David B. Truman, Theodore J. Lowi, political parties
and elections are discussed by Walter Dean Burnham, V. O. Key, Jr.,
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and Nelson W. Polsby in a new and provocative selection on the conse-
quences of party reform; Clinton Rossiter, Richard E. Neustadt, and
Thomas E. Cronin in an updated selection, discuss the powers, respon-
sibilities, limits, and capabilities of the presidency. James David Barber
examines presidential character. On Congress, new selections by Gary
Jacobson on Congressional elections, and by Michael K. Malbin on the
importance of staff, the “unelected representatives,” complement the
continuing analysis of Congress given by Eric Redman, Richard F.
Fenno, Jr., and David Mayhew.

As in previous editions, an extensive Instructor’s Manual accom-
panies the text. The Manual provides a comprehensive guide to the
selections in the text. Background material is given to help place the
selections in their appropriate historical and contemporary contexts.

Over the years numerous individuals have generously given their
time, energy, and ideas to help the author make this work a major
sourcebook in American government. Sam Beer has continued to review
the federalism chapter and has made an important personal contribution
to it in this edition. Henry J. Abraham’s expertise in the judiciary con-
tinues to buttress that section of the book, as have his suggestions for
other parts. Tom Cronin reviewed the chapter on the presidency, which
contains his own updated selection on the presidential establishment.
Frederick Zuercher has taken an interest in the book from the very
beginning, and has helped to shape its contents over the years. Neil
Sullivan has acted as a research assistant for the book in the past and
continues critically and effectively to review and recommend selections,
as does Rochelle Jones.

Finally, I would like to thank Donald Palm, who skillfully guided
the revision, and Cynthia Chapin, who handled the production of the
book. The assistance of Barbara Nagy, who adeptly typed the manu-
script, was, as usual, invaluable.

P. W.
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