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Preface

Previous volumes (70, 73, 74) of Immunochemical Techniques deal
with the properties of antigen—antibody interactions, procedures for the
preparation of immunochemical reagents, and various techniques for the
detection and estimation of antigens, antibodies, and circulating immune
complexes. This volume contains descriptions of immunoassays for some
biologically important molecules, including macromolecules as well as
low-molecular-weight nonantigenic compounds that require chemical
modification before they can be used in the production of specific anti-
bodies. One major goal is to illustrate the variety of immunological pro-
cedures involved in the development of a successful assay for substances
of diverse structural and biochemical properties.

Immunoassays for many other molecules of biochemical and clinical
interest appear throughout the Series. They are indexed under specific
categories in this volume [51], and those articles that contain comprehen-
sive lists of references to original work are noted.

In addition to methodologies, these contributions provide informa-
tion and examples that can be used to properly assess the suitability of
employing immunochemical techniques to answer specific scientific quer-
ies. Only a mere fraction of molecules that are of interest to the scientist
has been dealt with in the vast literature devoted to immunoassays of
proteins, peptides, nucleic acids, carbohydrates, lipids, cell surface anti-
gens, viruses, bacteria, and other low-molecular-weight compounds of
endogenous and exogenous origin. Immunochemical procedures will con-
tinue to proliferate since highly sensitive and specific analytical methods
are of fundamental importance to many areas of research.

We are grateful to the authors for their contributions, advice, and
cooperation. A few of our contributors also deserve special thanks for
their patience. Publication of their articles was originally scheduled for
an earlier volume, but modifications in the format rendered them more
suitable for this volume.

JouN J. LANGONE
HELEN VAN VUNAKIS
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