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The Ming and Qing Tombs pr\wll‘\ an cuistanding evidence to the Chinese beliefs and traditions from the 14th onward. These tofmbs

include signifi ples of arch atidl applied arts, which have been designed in harmony with the natural snvironment following.
the Chinese concepts of Geomancy. The Ming and Qing imperial tombs are natural sites-modified by human influence, cascully-chasms

aceording to.the principles of y (Fengshui) 10 house 1 of traditional archi design and ion. They

iMustrate the continuity over five centuries of a world view and concept of power specific ©6 fendal China.
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World Heritage -

This is a series of books about the contents and grace of the World Heritage sites in China. It is also a
splendid chapter that records the remarkable achievements made by China in cooperation with the rest of the
world in advocating world peace, seeking long-term benefit for mankind and pratecting the common homeland of
human beings around the world.

In China today, World Heritage protection has become an enlarged and cancept of
pretection. Taking Werld Heritage ion as an integral of the i devel af human
sociely has become a public consensus. As the top-rated group of the targets placed under heritage protection,
Warld Heritage sites in particular have won the universal care and affecton of all peopla, with their high universal

values, their scientific and strict and and their fine state of conservation and
management. Meanwhile, World Heritage protection has played unigue, noticeable roles in improving the people’s
i building a h. ious society, p the heritage sites and environmental landscapes, and pro-

viding the best examples for modeling.

China is a country with a vast teritory, numercus ethnic groups, a lang history and nnlurful cultures. The
natural envirenment of all shapes and forms and the cultural traditions of itute a rich
World Heritage resource. The 10-year Cultural F i China from lhe warkiest member
of the Convention concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Herilages that came into force in 1972,
But since the country signed the convention in 1985, World Heritage has made greal progress in China. Of all the
B30 sites that have been included on the World Heritage List, China claims 33, comprising 24 cultural sites, 5
natural sites and 4 mixed sites. While these sites have greatly amu:had the World Heritage Ireawru-house and

made ta ide heritage i and 50-




cial devalopment, they have alse promoted the friendshi ion and common prosperity

between the Chinese people and the people in the rest of the world, In addition, they have truly stimulated the love

of homeland, the sense af pride, the self- i and the aof the people at the heritage sites. They
have also promoted social harmeny and progress, spurred ificati P ool i
concepts, and | P i and i

World Herilage's work in China has demonstrated all the latest progress in this field, For example, the despen-

ing understanding of Werld Heritage's emphasis on sites” universal values, authenticity, completeness and state of

v and e loration and imgpl of sites librium and rep) , the

advocacy and respect for cultural diversity, and the P ion and ion of site varieties can all
find expression in World Heritage's efforts in China.

While the cause of world heritages develops, the publicity and demonstration of these heritages should also
continue 1o develep. The Werld Heritage - China series, which now sets its sail, will not only cover the 33 heritage
sites already included on the List by 2006, but also bring in one new beautiful face after another. Along with the
existing sites, the new comers with unigue images and contents and representing different ethnic groups and
regions will further enrich the heritage treasure-house of the Global Village. Cultural sites, industrial sites, scientific
sites and agricultural sites will appear one after another. The world heritages in China will make greater contribu-
tions to the cooperation and development between the people of various countries and to the harmonious coexist-
ence batween man and nature. Presenting them to the whole world in a continuous, timely, vivid and truthiul
manner and making them available for the common admiration, love and enjoyment of human society has appar-
ently become a glarious mission for the series of books.

Guo Zhan
ICOMOS Vice President
Vice P &5 ¥

Beijing, September 6, 2006







UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION
CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION
OF THE WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE
The World Heritage Committes has inscribed Imperial Tombs of the Ming and Ciing Dynasties on the World Heritage List.
Inscription on this List confirms the exceptional and universal value of a cultural or natural site
which requires protection for the benefit of all humanity
DATE OF INSCRIPTION December 2, 2000
DIRECTOR-GEMERAL OF UNESCO Federico Mayor

Justification by State Party

The I i ion of groups in a natural emvironment chosen to meet the criteria of
geomancy (Fengshui) makes the Ming and Qing Imperial Tombs masterpieces of human creative genius.
The imperial are i i iz a cultural and architectural tradition thal lor over five hundred
years dominaled this part of the world; by reason of their integration into the natural environment. they make up a unigue
| ensemble of cullural landscapes

The Ming and Qing Tombs are dazziing illustrations of the beliefs, world view, and geomantic theories of Fengshu
prevalent in feudal China. They have served as burial edifices for illustricus personages and as the theatre for major events
that have marked the history of China

The imperial are i i to & cultural and architectural tradition that for aver five hundred
years dominated this part of the world; by reason of their integration into the natural environment. they make up a unique
ensembile of cultural landscapes.

The Ming and Qing Tombs are dazzling ilustrations of the beliefs, world view, and geomantic theories of Fengshui
prevalent in feudal China. They have served as burial edifices for ilustrious personages and as the theatre for major events
that have marked the history of China.
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A General Introduction to
the Imperial Tomb
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P4 Location of the Imperial Tomb

and the Buried HEENG

The Xiaoling Te
foot of Mount Zhol
nce,

ynasty, ted at the southern
stern suburbs of Nanjing City,
the tomb of Zhu Yuanzhang (1328 - 1398), the
eror of the Ming Dynasty in Chinese history. Buried in the
1e emperor himself and his wife Ma. About 60 meters to
alace of the Xiaoling Tomb is the tomb of Zhu Biao,
rince (who was « / y Zhu Yuny
an emperor of the Ming Dynasty, as Emperor Xiackang). To the w
of the palace is the graveyard of the concubines of Emperor Zhu
Yuanzhang. L n the northern side of Mount Zhon
attached to the Xiaoling Tom Ving
zone are the tombs of more than a dozen
ding Xu Da, Chang Yuchun and Li
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