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CHAPTER 1

’thea;’l,“!ﬁion Jack, the
Lowlands, North Atlantic Dri
English, Middle English

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly
known as the United Kingdom, Great Britain, or Britain, is an island country
that lies northwest of the European Continent across the English Channel. Its
national capital is London, a city on the River Thames. Its national flag is
called the Union Jack, so called because Great Britain is historically a “union of
nations”. The national flag combines the flags of three of the four parts that
form the union: the red cross represents England; the white saltire stands for
Northern Scotland, and the red saltire stands for Northern Ireland. “God Save
the Queen” is the national anthem of Great Britain.

The United Kingdom, with a total territory of 244, 110 square kilometers, is
made up of many islands of the British Isles off the Northwest coast of Europe.
The two main islands of the British Isles are Great Britain and Ireland. Great
Britain, with a total area of about 223, 000 square kilometers, makes up more
than 90 percent of the country’s territory. That’ s why the United Kingdom is
also known as Great Britain. The island of Ireland is divided into two parts: the
Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. The Republic of Ireland is an
independent country, while Northern Ireland is part of the United Kingdom.

According to archeologists, Great Britain was originally part of the
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European continent about 9, 000 years ago. At that time, the English Channel
did not exist and the River Rhine in France was connected to the River Thames
by its branch. Later, Great Britain was washed off by sea water and became an

Island.

River Thames

Great Britain is geographically and historically divided into three parts:
England in the south with an area of about 130,000 square kilometers;
Scotland to the north of England, and Wales to the west of England. England
is the most populous and the wealthiest part of the country, so people
sometimes refer to the whole country as England, a name which people in
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland do not like very much.

In addition to Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United Kingdom
has many small islands such as the Orkney Islands and Shetland Islands off
the northern coast of Scotland, Hebrides off the western coast of Scotland,
Anglesey to the northwest of Wales, and the Isle of Wight in the English
Channel.

Great Britain is located between 50° and 60° north latitude and 20° east
longitude and 10° west longitude, with the meridian line running through
London. Apart from Ireland which borders Northern Ireland, no other country
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shares border lines with Great Britain. But to the north of the British Isles
there are sea routes leading to Iceland and Norway. Across the North Sea,
Britain faces Germany, Denmark, Holland, and Norway. And to the southeast
across the English Channel, it faces France, its second closest neighbor after
Ireland. To the south and across the Atlantic Ocean and the Bay of Biscay are
Spain and Portugal. The United States and Canada are on the west side of the
Atlantic Ocean.

The United Kingdom has a long coast line of 12,429 kilometers. In the
south, it is separated from continental Europe by the English Channel. The
English Channel is only 34 kilometers wide at the Strait of Dover in the east
where it meets the North Sea. The North Sea surrounds the United Kingdom in
the east. In the west, the country has the Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea as
its border. The North Channel, which is only about 20 kilometers wide at one
point, separates Northern Ireland from Scotland. Great Britain is about 500
kilometers from the east to the west at the widest point, and less than 1,000
kilometers from the north to the south. No place in the United Kingdom is more
than 125 kilometers from the sea.

The United Kingdom has many dependent territories such as Gibraltar, the
Falkland Islands, the British Virgin Islands, and Bermuda. The dependencies
are the remnants of imperial Britain. They are usually small in territory and
are scattered all over the world. The dependencies are not technically part of
the United Kingdom, but they have maintained a special relationship with the
British government. They are largely self-governed, but the British monarch
appoints a governor for each territory who is responsible for external policy and
mternal security. There are disputes over the sovereignty of some of these
territories such as Gibraltar and the Falkland Islands. Gibraltar is at the
southern tip of the Iberian Peninsular. It controls the western entrance to the
Mediterranean Sea. The Spanish government also claimed sovereignty over the
territory. The Falkland Islands lie in the South Atlantic Ocean, east of the
Strait of Magellan and northeast of the southern tip of South America.
Argentina also claimed the islands. A battle was fought in 1982 over the
sovereignty of these islands, ending in the defeat of Argentina. Now, significant
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petroleum and natural gas reserves are
found in the Falkland’s territorial
waters.

Geographically, Great Britain is
divided into two parts: the Highland
Zone in the north and the Lowland
Zone in the south. The Highland Zone
includes the Highlands of Scotland, the
Central Lowlands of Scotland, the
Southern Uplands, the Pennines, and
the Lake District of Cambria.

The Highlands of Scotland include
chains of great mountains in northern
Scotland. Many of these mountains are

very old, so that they have been

Map of UK

weathered down by time to become
plateaus. This region contains the country’s highest mountain Ben Nevis
which is 1,343 meters high. As the land here is too hilly and barren to grow
crops, it is mostly used for grazing animals. This region is one of the least
populated areas of Great Britain.

The Central Lowlands of Scotland are valley areas that lie to the south of
the Highlands. The valley was once lush with swamp forests which later turned
into coalfields. This region is the most important part of Scotland, as most of the
industrial centers, farmland and three quarters of the population of Scotland
are all located here.

The Southern Uplands of Scotland are located right to the south of the
Central Lowlands. They are composed of remains of what used to be great
mountain ranges that run from the southwest to the northeast of Scotland.
This area features expansive moorland and woodland.

The Pennines start on the border of England and Scotland and run about
120 kilometers south to central England. Partly because of their length and
partly their elevation, they are often referred to as the “Backbone of England.”
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Like the Southern Uplands, the Pennines are mostly moorland.

The Lake District of Cambria is located on the west side of the Pennines.
This region claims the most spectacular view in Great Britain. A group of poets
in the 19th century often went there to get inspirations. So people call them the
Lake Poets.

The Lowland Zone, in contrast, contains large areas of flat land in the
southern and eastern parts of England. Most of the region is less than 250
meters above sea level. It comprises such areas as the Midlands of England, the
Plain of Lancastria, and the North Eastern Lowlands.

The Midlands of England surround the southern end of the Pennines on
three sides. North Eastern Lowlands is the area on the eastern side of the
Pennines. Together with the Plain of Lancastria on the west of the Pennines, it
forms a broad Lowland Belt that has the most fertile soil and therefore is the
most suitable for agriculture.

Northern Ireland is full of rugged mountain scenery. This region is a lot
lower in elevation than the Scottish uplands. The outpouring of basaltic lava in
old time has turned the land into a huge plateau. Lake Lough Neagh, with 396
square kilometers, is the largest freshwater lake in the British Isles.

Great Britain is a country of many rivers and lakes, but none of them are
very large. The longest river in the country is River Severn which is 355
kilometers long. Second to it is the 332-kilometer Thames, which is the main
river in Southeast England. It has many tributaries, so that the total drainage
area of the Thames amounts to nearly 7,000 square kilometers. It is well known
to the world because it flows through London before it empties into the North
Sea. Other important rivers that drain into the North Sea include the Trent,
the Humber, the Tyne and the Tees. In the northwest of England, the Eden
and Mersey are important rivers that flow westward into the Atlantic. In
addition, there are also a number of rivers that flow into the English Channel,
especially rivers from the Northern Ireland. These rivers are generally very
short, except the Erne, the Foyle and the Bann.
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The United Kingdom is in the northern temperate zone. Although its
latitude is as far north as that of Siberia, the United Kingdom enjoys a very
mild climate due to the North Atlantic Drift which is a continuation of a warm
current that flows from the Straits of Florida in a generally northeastern
direction. It flows past Britain and the various rivers carry the warm water
inland. This makes the climate warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer
than countries at the same latitude.

Generally speaking, it is colder in the north than in the south and the
western coast tends to be warmer than the east. The hottest months are from
June to August. In these three months the days are very long, with the sun
rising at 4:00 a. m. and setting at about 8:00 p.m. Even at about 10:00 p.m.
there is still twilight. Summer temperature is usually around 20°C, with the
highest not exceeding 32%C. Autumn, like other regions in the world, is a
season of harvest.

The coldest months in the country are from December to February. The
average daily low temperature in January is around 0C and seldom gets below
-10C even in northern Scotland. There is sometimes snow in England, but
not to the amount that it can gather on the ground. In the Highlands of
Scotland, snow can be heavy enough for sports lovers to go skiing.

Spring includes March, April and May. The first day of May is a grand
festival in England. Also called May Day but having nothing to do with labor,
this day sees people going out from their homes to pick Mayflowers for
decoration of their homes and enjoy themselves by dancing around May poles
in daytime and bonfires at night.

Great Britain has plenty of rainfall because winds blowing off the Atlantic
Ocean bring clouds and large amounts of moisture to the British Isles. Britain
enjoys an average annual precipitation of more than 1,000mm, which makes
the country unusually green. On the whole, the east and south with an annual
precipitation of less than 800mm is drier than the north and west which has an
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