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FREPFACEH

Every year, the case for a cross-cultural composition reader becomes
more compelling. Daily papers and nightly newscasts remind us how
interdependent we in the United States are with our worldwide neighbors.
Look at recent upheavals in Europe, the Soviet Union, the Persian Gulf,
South Africa, or Central America and you see urgent reasons for en-
couraging college students to become better informed about our “global
village.” The aims of Ourselves Among Others include giving readers in
this country information to use in writing about the larger world and
introducing them to the craft, imagination, and social consciousness of
the best current foreign writers. Yet even to say “foreign” is to remind
oneself that many students have roots, experience, or both outside the
United States. For them, Ourselves Among Others offers recognition, a
chance to utilize knowledge that is too often undervalued or ignored.

As you'll see from the table of contents, Ourselves Among Others
consists of seven thematic parts comprising essays from all rhetorical
categories, a few interviews and news reports, and over a dozen short
stories. (For an overview of each part’s theme and components, see the
introduction on its opening page.) Unlike most books featuring interna-
tional writers, this one emphasizes insider accounts: pieces that depict a
culture from within rather than from the “objective” viewpoint of a
Western visitor. The authors are of both literary and political importance:
Viclav Havel, Nadine Gordimer, Nelson Mandela, Benazir Bhutto, Mik-
hail Gorbachev, Simone de Beauvoir, Gabriel Garcia Mairquez. Each
part also includes at least one selection from and about the United States,
by writers representing a range of subcultures: Ishmael Reed, Leslie
Marmon Silko, Amy Tan, John Updike. These full-length pieces aug-
ment each unit’s opening section, Looking at Ourselves, a collection of
shorter observations on the unit’s topic by U.S. writers.
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The second edition has three significant changes from the first. First
are the full-length pieces representing “ourselves” in each part of the
book. Second are the thirty-three new selections in this edition, many of
them highlighting recent political events around the world: the liberation
of Eastern Europe, the reorganization of the Soviet Union, apartheid
and tribal warfare in South Africa, the drug trade in Colombia, the
Palestinian uprising, the Tiananmen Square massacre and its aftermath,
the Troubles in Northern Ireland. The third innovation is a new opening
unit, “The West and the World,” in which writers from around the globe
comment on the nature and the phenomenally powerful worldwide in-
fluence of U.S. and Western culture.

To help students and instructors place each selection in context, ex-
tensive headnotes provide geographic, political, and historical back-
ground, as well as a biographical introduction to the author. A world
map inside the book’s back cover provides additional visual assistance.
Three types of questions follow each piece: Explorations, which focus on
content and craft; Connections, which link this essay or story to others
in the book; and Elaborations, which guide students’ writing in response
to the selection. A note on translations (p. xv) compares three renderings
from Farsi into English of the opening paragraph of Gholam-Hossein
Sa’edi’s story “The Game Is Over,” demonstrating some of the obstacles
to cross-cultural comprehension. An appendix (p. 690) provides supple-
mentary information on the European Community, NATO, and the
Warsaw Pact.

The comprehensive instructor’s manual, prepared by two veteran com-
position instructors and users of the first edition of Qurselves Among
Otbhers, is now bound with the book in an Instructor’s Edition. My thanks
to Kathleen Shine Cain of Merrimack College and Marilyn Rye of
Rutgers University for their excellent work. Resources for Teaching Our-
selves Among Others offers practical advice on launching the course,
sample syllabi, suggestions for teaching each selection, suggested answers
for the Explorations and Connections questions in the text, a rhetorical
index to the selections, a chart listing rhetorical writing assignments, an
index to headnote information, and a list of audiovisual resources.
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A NOTE
ON TRANSLATIONS

The three excerpts that follow come from different English translations
of the same Iranian short story, originally written in Farsi. As you compare
them, keep an eye out for differences and also for unexpected similarities.
What do you learn from these passages about the choices a translator
must make?

1

Hasani himself told me. He said, “Let’s go over to my place tonight.”
I'd never been to their place, nor had he to mine; that is, I'd always been
too afraid of what my father would do to ask him over, and he, he too,
feared his father. But that night being unlike other nights, I couldn’t get
out of it; Hasani was mad at me, he imagined I no longer liked him, I
wasn’t his friend — so I went; it was the first time I had set foot in his
place. We always ran into each other outdoors; mornings I would go by
his little shanty and would whistle loud like a bulbul,! with a pretty
bulbul’s whistle that he himself had taught me. And so, it was as if I had
whistled, “Come on, Hasani, it's time to get going.” Hasani would pick
up a can and come out. Instead of saying Hi, we would box with each
other a bit, with firm, respectable punches that hurt. So had we arranged
— whenever we would see each other, whenever we would part, we
would box. Unless we were angry with one another, or we had cheated
each other.

— “The Game Is Over”
Gholamhosein Saedi
Translated by Robert A. Campbell (1978)

'A Persian songbird, probably a nightingale, frequently mentioned in poetry. — Ep.
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2

Hasani himself asked me. He asked me to go to their hut that evening.
I had never gone to their hut. He had never come to ours. I'd never
asked him to, because I was scared of my pa. He was scared of his pa,
too — a lot more than I was of mine. But that evening was different. 1
had to go. Hasani would feel hurt and get angry at me if I didn’t. He
would think I didn’t like him anymore and wasn'’t his friend. That’s why
I went. That was the first time I set foot in their hut. We always met
outside. Our huts were in a cluster of squatters’” huts. I'd stop by their
hut in the morning and whistle — a pretty whistle he had taught me.
This was our signal. It was like saying, “Come Hasani! Time to go to
work.” Hasani would pick up his bucket and come out of the hut. Instead
of saying hello, we would fistfight for a spell — nice, hard blows that
hurt really good. We fistfought when we met, and we fistfought when
we parted — except when we were mad at each other for some reason.

— “The Game Is Up”
Ghulamhusayn Sa’idi
Translated by Minoo S. Southgate (1980)

3

Hasani said it to me himself: “Let’s go over to my place tonight.” I'd
never been to their place. He'd never been to mine. What I'm getting at
is, we were always too afraid of our fathers. He was a lot more afraid
than I was. But that night it was different: Hasani was mad at me. He
imagined that I didn’t like him anymore, that I wasn’t his friend. So we
went. Usually we just met each other outside. In the morning I would
go to their little shack and give a long-drawn-out whistle that Hasani had
taught me. When I whistled, Hasani would grab a can and come out.
Instead of saying “Hi,” we would fight a little. We would hit each other
hard so it hurt. That's how we’d decided to behave, and whenever we
met, or whenever we left each other, we would fight like that — unless
we were either angry or had tricked each other.

~ “The Game Is Qver”
Gholam-Hossein Sa’edi

Translated by Robert Campbell (1981)

What structural differences do you notice in these three translations?

What contrasts in emphasis can you identify? What ideas are con-
densed in one version and spelled out in another?

Which passages in each one do you think are more successful than in
the other two? Which translation do you like best and why?
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