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Preface

Chinese is a very difficult language to the Westerners, so is
English to the Chinese. Over 70 years ago, there was a Chinese
journalist who could master English excellently and was highly
appreciated by a well-known English newspaper—Peiping
Chronicle, a government- sponsored newspaper in Peiping. He was
appointed as a director and editor-in-chief from October 1945 to
September 1946. It was then extremely rare for a Chinese to hold
such a position. His major job was to write editorials a few times a
week, expressing his own views as well as the newspaper’s.

Jianyi Zhang, a son of his third daughter Yifen Sun, was trying
very hard to search for the newspaper all over the world, and
finally found it out in the Congress Library in the USA. This book
is a collection of those editorials with 72 articles. The editorials
were always published in the first column of the second page of the
newspaper. All articles in this book are exclusively editorials
written by the editor-in-chief himself.

Due to the worn-out materials, some of the original texts are
not discernible, and there might be some typos in the copying
process. However, we have tried our best to recover them.

* Sun Jui-Chin was not only an expert in English language, but
also a conscientious independent intellectual. He courageously
voiced his opposition to numerous government policies, expressed
his sympathy to the underdogs and the poor. But unfortunately he
was asked to resign from the position as he was too critical of the
Government.

He was a professor of journalism at Yenching University until
1952. He ended his career as a journalist after 30 years, as he
realized that there was no room for free expression in China. He
joined the Institute of Modern History, Sinica China as an English
translator in Beijing, and worked there for 19 years with several
translation publications.
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THE YEAR AHEAD

January 01, 1946
THE YEAR AHEAD

It is customary, with the coming of a new year, to renew
expressions of hope and good intentions, to look into the coming
months with optimism, to evaluate the experiences of the past and
resolve in the future to profit by the lessons learnt. Certainly, this
New Year’s Day is the brightest this country has faced in nine
years and expressions of faith and goodwill are justified today,
albeit sobered by cold facts and the knowledge that human nature
has not changed.

A new year opens out before us in all the sweep of its unlimited
opportunities. There is peace and prosperity, success and
happiness, in the twelve months that stretch before us. They have
everything to offer, that makes life worthwhile, provided we have
the wisdom and are capable of grasping the possibilities that lie
ahead and turn them to the pro motion of security in our homes, in
our counties, and throughout the world.

Good resolutions are a feature of the New Year’s beginning.
But whereas the year goes on most of our resolutions are broken.
We may no longer indulge in this luxury and anything worthwhile
is to be made of this world of ours, we must cease to discard
pledges and good intentions with the close of Holiday season.

Our good resolutions on this New Year’s Day, to be really
effective, should take in three fields of endeavour: personal,
national and international. The pledges we make regarding our
own persons, satisfying as they may be in their narrow
concentration on self, must be widened to include the ideals of
useful service and comradeship as members of the community and
of tolerance and goodwill in our international outlook.

These three forms of resolutions, we believe, must go
together. Separately, they are insufficient. They represent the
trilogy of our responsibilities in this world, personal, national and
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