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THE RAILWAYS IN BRITAIN

The success of early railways, such as the lines between big
cities,/ led to a great increase in railway building in Victorian times. /
Between 1835 and 1865 about 25,000 kilometres of track were bmlt,/
and over 100 railway companies were created. /

Railway travel transformed. people’ s lives. / Trains were first
designed to carry goods. / However, a law in the 19th century forced
railway companies to run one cheap train a day / which stopped at
every station and cost only a penny a mile./ Soon working class
passengers found they.could afford to travel by rail. / Cheap day
excursion trains became popular and seaside resorts grew rapidly. /

The railways also provided thousands of new- jobs:/ building
carriages, running the tailways and repairing the tracks, /

Railways even changed the time. / The need to run the railways
on time meant that local time was abolished/ and clocks showed the
same time all over the country, /
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What does the conversation say about Mr. Lewis’s cello?

A. He always takes it with him.



B. It was made by his uncle.

C. He borrowed it from his uncle.

D. He got a seat free for his cello.
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John; Hello, Mark. Have you ever played cricket?

Mark. No, never. Have you, John? '

John: No, but I once watched a game at the Cricket Club.

Mark: Did you enjoy it?

John: No, not much, though everybody else seemed to. I found
it very slow. Nothing much seemed to happen. Perhaps
that was because I didn’t really understand what was
going on.

Mark: It’s a bit like baseball, isn’t it?

John: Well, not really. In baseball there is only one man with a
bat but in cricket there are two.

Mark: Both at the same time?

John: No. They take turns. They each stand at one end of the
pitch in front of some sticks called “stumps” or the
“wicket.” A member of the other team, the “bowler,”
throws the ball at the stumps. The batsman tries to
protect the wicket and hit the ball as far as he can.

Mark: What does the other team do?

John: One of them runs after the ball and throws it at the



wicket, If he hits it while the batsmen are still running,
one of them is out.

B 2% B X} i B 0] BB A2
1. A batsman in cricket does all the following EXCEPT

A. waiting for the other batsman
B. standing in front of the wicket
C. trying to hit the ball
D. running to change positions
2. What does the bowler do?
A. He runs after the ball.
B. He changes positions.
C. He throws the ball,
D. He tries to hit the ball.
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BBC’s weather forecast is a programme.

A. seldom watched

B. little known

C. new

D. popular

EE TS X AR

In Britain, just after the main television news programmes,

audience figures rise. It’s weather forecast time.
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What do Mark and John think about cricket and baseball?

A. Both prefer cricket to baseball. |

B. Both prefer baseball to cricket.

C. Mark disagrees with John.

D. It is not clear from the conversation.

BRI Et 3 R

Mark: That sounds a little like baseball.

John: Not really. I think baseball is more exciting.

Mark: Yes, so do I.
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PRACTICE TEST 1

PART I DICTATION

[15 MIN. ]

Listen to the, following passage. Altogether the passage will be
read to you four times. During the first reading, which will be
read at normal speed , listen and try to understand the meaning. For
the second. and third readings, the passage will be read sentence by
sentence ,-or phrase by phrase, with intervals of 15 seconds. The.last
reading will be read at normal speed again and during this time you
should check your work. You will then be given 2 minutes to check

through your work once more.
PART [ LISTENING COMPREHENSION

o | [15 MIN. ]
In sections A, B and C you will hear everything once only. Listen
caréfully and then answer the questions that follow.

SECTION A CONVERSATIONS = *
In this section you will hear several conversations. Listen to the
conversations care fully and then answer the questions that follow.
Questions 1 to 3 are based on the following conversation. At the

end of the conversation, you will be given 15 seconds to answer the
10



questions.

1.

Now listen to the conversation.

The reason that Sally chose to study Chinese literature is that

A. her parents asked her to do so
B. she is interested in Chinese culture
C. she wants to be a China scholar
D. she had majored in literature at college
What does Sally like most about her study?
* A, Variety of activities. B. Independent study.
C. Emphasis on seminars. D. Discussion with professors,

All of the following are true of Sally’s place of study EXCEPT

A. there is no snow-
B. it is a lonely place
C. there is a lack of artistic environment

D. you can get refreshed at the beach

Questions 4 to 6 are based on the following conversation. At the

end of the conversation, you will be given 15 seconds to answer the

questions,

Now listen to the conversation.

4. What is true of the 15 BASE jumpers?

A. They hit the ground in more than eight seconds.
B. They hit the ground in about five seconds.

C. They opened their parachutes upon jumping.

D. They hit the ground in a split second.

5. BASE jumping differs from skydiving in that

11



