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THE RAILWAY CHILDREN

The change in their lives comes very suddenly. One minute
they are all a happy family, with everything that they
want. The next minute, Father has to go away - ‘on busi-
ness’, Mother says. But her face is white, and the children
know that it’s bad news. They have to leave their nice
home in London, and go and live in a little house in the
country. They are poor now, Mother says. She tries to

sound happy, but her eyes are sad and worried.

Roberta, Peter, and Phyllis also worry about Father, but
no one can be sad all the time. A new life is beginning,
with adventures around every corner, And there, down the
hill from their new house. is the railway. with its shining
lines leading all the way back to london; and the black
mouth of the tunnel, where trains come screaming out of

the darkness like great wild animals . ..
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"p'g The Railway Children

1
The beginning of things

T hey were not railway children at the beginning.
They lived with their father and mother in London.

There were three of them. Roberta—she was always called
Bobbie, and was the oldest. Next came Peter, who wanted
to be an engineer when he grew up, And the youngest was
Phyllis, who was always trying to be good.

Mother was almost always at home, ready to play with
the children, or to read to them. And she wrote stories,
then read them to the children after tea.

These three lucky children had everything that they need-
ed. Pretty clothes, a warm house, and lots of toys. They
also had a wonderful father who was never angry, and
always ready to play a game.

They were very happy. But they did not know how happy
until their life in London was over, and they had to live a
very different life indeed.

The awful change came suddenly.
* * *
It was Peter’s birthday, and he was ten years old. Among
his presents was a toy steam engine, and it quickly became
Peter’s favourite toy. But after three days, the engine went

BANG! Peter was very unhappy about his broken toy. The
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%%, over adj. (of an
event or period of time)
finished, ended. 5 T #,
25, awful adj. ter-
rible. W] 1 ), ¥ B B,
engine n. a piece of ma-
with
parts which changes pow-

chinery moving
er from steam, electrici-
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V’g The Railway Children

others said he cried, but Peter said his eyes were red
because he had a cold.

When Father came home that day, Peter told him the sad
story about his engine, and Father looked at it very care-
fully. Mother and the children waited.

‘Is there no hope?’ said Peter.

‘Of course there’s hope!’ said Father, smiling. ‘T’ll
mend it on Saturday, and you can all help me. ’

Just then, someone knocked at the front door. A few

moments later, Ruth—the maid—came in. ¢ There are two

gentlemen to see you,’ she said to Father.
‘Now, who can they be?’ said Father.

? said his wife. ‘It’s nearly time

‘Try to be quick, dear,
for the children to go to bed.’

But the two men stayed and stayed. Father’s voice got
louder and louder in the next room, but the children and
Mother could not hear what was said. Then Ruth came
back and spoke to Mother.

‘He wants you to go in, ma’am,’ she said. ‘I think he’s
had bad news. Be ready for the worst. ’

Mother went into the next room, and there was more
talking. Soon after, the children heard Ruth call a taxi,
then there was the sound of feet going outside and down the
steps.

Mother came back, and her face was white.

‘It’s time to go to bed,’ she said to the children. ‘Ruth

4




73 e

—~EF

NSRS 8 T, AT 4 45 2 F% fh i AR B AR 41
REEAMBEET .

K. & & BRM G, EHEXTR
EHHEEFT M. EETHIEKEE TR
Mk EL, WEMETFIIERFED.

VA EET T S S,

CHAERBEIEEMEER RN
TC G VB I ARNTTER BT LSS AT A5 47

FEA AR E AR R AT, JL
e, 8 R E&NR iE Tk
Ko “HBAABE R, M XT 88 U,

CHTERX RS, SRR B,

CREWESIL EZN, " EFI, %
IR BIKEER T 7

AR BHAFTRA. BEFEH
HOEE TGS ok AN A
HAAGE R A AR ES 4. FR. &
S Juol S R A R

RN RRGE B Ji— B B
CREFMEEAHANHEL, MY RKMER
ML

B TR A M, - B R
R, AT -2 ZFIIRBEEMT
MR E BEERTHATFTRILTINEE
[

4G [ T . 1 L

PR REESE T A A TR R

(o2

mend v. to repair (a
hole, break. fault, etc.)
in sth. & 4b, B4 . knock
at #f, A 7. maid ».
(often in comb,) a fe-
male servant. (EEER)
i, L ., ma’am n. a
short form for madam.
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Q"g The Railway Children

will take you upstairs, ’

‘But, Father—’ Began Phyllis.

‘Father’s had to go away on business,” said Mother.
‘Now, go to bed, darlings.’
Bobbie whispered, ‘It wasn’t bad news, was it?’
‘No, darling,” said Mother. ‘I can’t tell you anything
’

tonight. Please go now.

* * *

Mbther went out early the next morning, and it was nearly
seven o'clock before she came home. She looked ill and
tired, and the children asked her no questions,

Mother drank a cup of tea, then she said, ‘Now, my
darlings, 1 want to tell you something. Those men did
bring bad news last night. Father will be away for some
time, and I'm very worried. ’

‘Is it something to do with the Government?’ asked Bob-
bie. The children knew that Father worked in a Govern-
ment office.

‘Yes,’ said Mother. ‘Now don’t ask me any more ques-
tions about it, Will you promise me that?’

The children promised.

Everything was horrible for some weeks. Mother was
nearly always out. Ruth, the maid, went away. Then
Mother went to bed for two days, and the children won-
dered if the world was coming to an end.

One morning, Mother came down to breakfast. Her face

6
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darling n. a person who is
very much liked or loved.
F%& M A . whisper v. to
speak in a low wvoice so
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can hear. KA ¥ &, B
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W,



—~ZF The Railway Children

was very white, but she tried to smile.

‘We have to leave our house in london,’ she said.
‘We're going to live in the country, in a dear little white
house near a railway line. 1 know you'll love it, ’

A busy week followed, packing everything up in boxes.
The children almost enjoyed the excitement.

‘We can’t take everything,” Mother told them. *Just the
necessary things. We have to play “being poor” for a
while, ’

On their last night in the house, Peter had to sleep on the
floor, which he enjoyed very much. ‘I like moving,’ he
said.,

‘I don’t!’ said Mother, laughing.

Bobbie saw her face when she turned away. °Oh,
‘ Mother,’ she thought. ‘How brave you are! How I love
youl’

Next day, they went to the railway station, and got on a
train. At first, they enjoyed looking out of the windows,
but then they became sleepy. Later, Mother woke them.

’

‘Wake up, dears,’ she said. ‘We're there.’

There were no taxis, and a man with a cart took their
boxes. The children and Mother walked behind the cart
along a dark, dirty road, which seemed to go across the
fields. After a while, a shape appeared in the darkness,

‘There’s the house,’ said Mother.

The cart went along by the garden wall, and round to the
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pack sth. up U, AT
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ready for sleep. BXEEM,
[H 579 . wake up MY 2, i
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travel round. %%, 517,



—~ 2 The Railway Children

back door. There were no lights in any of the windows.

‘Where’s Mrs Viney?’ said Mother.

‘Who's she?” asked Bobbie.

‘A woman from the village. I asked her to clean the place
and make our supper,’ said Mother, 7

‘Your train was late,’ said the man with the cart. ‘She’s
vprobably gone home. ’

‘But she has the key,’ said Mother.

‘It’ll be under the doorstep,” said the man. He went to
look. ‘Yes, here it is.’

They went inside the dark house. There was a large
kitchen with a stone floor, but there was no fire, and the
room was cold. There was a candle on the table, and the
man lit it. Then a noise seemed to come from inside the
walls of the house. It sounded like small animals running
up and down. Then the cart man went away and shut the
door. Immediately, the candle went out.

‘Oh, I wish we hadn’t come!”’ said Phyllis.

10
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etc.) to stop burming or

shining, K,
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2
Peter and the coal

‘ j? ou’'ve often wanted something to happen,’ said

Mother, lighting the candle again. ‘ And now it
has; This is an adventure, isn’t it? 1 told Mrs Viney to
leave our supper ready. I suppose she’s put it in the other
room. Let’s go and see.’

They looked in the other rcom, but found no supper.
‘What a horrible woman!’ said Mother. ‘She’s taken
the money, but got us nothing to eat at all!’

’

‘Then we can’t have any supper,’ said Phyllis, unhap-
pily. .

‘Yes, we can,’ said Mother. *We can unpack one of the
boxes. There’s some food from the old house. ’

They found candles in the box, and the girls lit them.
Then Bobbie fetched coal and wood, and lit a fire. It was a
strange supper—tomatoes., potato chips, dried fruit and
cake. And they drank water out of tea-cups. After supper,
they put sheets and blankets on the beds, then Mother
went to her own room.

Very early next morning, Bobbie pulled Phyllis’s hair to
wake her. ‘Wake up!’ she said. ‘We're in the new house,
don’t you remember?’

They wanted to surprise their mother and get the break-

fast ready, but first they went to look outside, The house

12




